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PREFACE 


H  E  indulgence  of  the  Public  is 

i  -,  •  ,  •  .  I 

folicited  in  favour  of  a  Work, 
that  has  for  its  avowed  objedt,  the 
good  of  mankind  and  the  improvement 
of  the  fcience  of  furgery. 

It  is  not  fufficient  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  general  and  ancient  hiftory  of 
this  important  art  :  its  progreffive  and 
daily  improvements  ought  to  claim  a 
fuperior  (hare  of  our  attention. 

We  are  well  acquainted  with  the  in- 
eftimable  advantages  derived  from  the 
practical  works  of  a  Pott,  a  Gooch, 
and  a  Warner,  and  many  others,  whofe 
names  are  unneceffary  to  mention  ;  and, 

if 
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if  the  fphere  of  chirurgical  information 
has  been  fo  much  enlarged  by  the  la¬ 
bours  of  our  own  countrymen,  are  we 
not juftified  in  fuppofing,  that  the  Public 
will  be  equally  benefited  by  the  ob- 
fervations  of  the  authors  of  the  Chirur¬ 
gical  journal  ? 

From  the  exalted  character  of  Mr. 
Default,  as  an  anatonuft,  and  as  a 
furgeon,  much  may,  with  propriety, 
be  expected  ;  and,  I  truft,  that  thofe, 
who  honour  thefe  fheets  with  a  perufal, 
will,  in  this  inllance  at  leaft,  not  be 
oifappointed. 

Of  the  general  utility  of  the  publi¬ 
cation,  after  what  Mr.  Default  has  ob- 
ferved  in  his  introduction,  little  remains 
to  be  faid. 

The  fidelity  of  the  t  ran  flat  ion  has 
been  attempted  to  be  obiervcd,  as  far 

as 


as  the  idiom  of  the  two  languages  will 

admit. 

i 

And  I  now  prefent  it  to  the  world, 
with  the  confcioufnefs  of  meaning  well, 
and  with  an  earned:  folicimde  that  I 
fhail  receive  fome  thanks  from  my  pro- 
feffional  brethren,  for  attempting  to 
dittuic  thole  improvements  in  forgery 
that  may  be  fuggefted  by  our  ingenious 
and  enlightened  neighbours. 


Fmcbxrch-Simt, 
June  ï79j. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Occidit  qui  non  fervat. 


HERE  can  this  maxim  with  more 
peculiar  propriety  be  affixed  than  at 
the  beginning  of  a  Chirurgical  Journal  ?  It 
conveys  one  of  thofe  important  truths  which 
cannot  be  too  often  inculcated,  or  too  atten¬ 
tively  confidered  by  every  Surgeon  :  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  his  conduct  will  be  influenced  by  its 
obfervance  ;  like  a  faithful  monitor,  it  will  in- 
ceflantly  recall  his  duty  to  recolle&ion  $  and 
warn  him,  that  not  only  what  he  does,  but 

V 

what  he  omits  to  do,  may  render  him  guilty 
of  homicide.  It  would  have  been  fortunate 
for  the  caufe  of  humanity,  if  they,  who  had 
deftined  themfelves  to  the  curative  art,  had 
reflected  on  this  motto  with  the  attention  it 
deferves  ;  the  extent  and  importance  of  the 
duties  attached  to  their  profeffion  would  have 
beep.  more  deeply  imprefied  on  their  minds* 
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The  profpect  of  the  obligations  they  would 
owe  to  fociety  might  have  induced  them  to 
renounce  their  intentions;  but,  what  incon¬ 
venience  would  have  arifen  !  Little  can  be 
expedted  from  the  exertions  of  a  man,  who, 
confciou-s  of  his  own  indolence,  even  (brinks 
from  reflection  on  his  duty.  If  the  truth  of 
this  maxim  had  its  full  influence,  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  furgery  would  be  confined  to  men  of 
talents  and  integrity.  The  ftudent,  fenfible 
that  he  is  refponfible  for  confequences  which 
his  want  of  affiduity  may  occafion,  will  ap¬ 
ply  to  more  advantage  his  means  of  infor¬ 
mation,  and  avoid  the  rifk  of  being,  at  fome 
period,  the  murderer  of  him,  who  implores 
his  affiftance,  and  who  expedts  life  from  his 
attention.  The  man  of  genius,  who  has  made 
ufeful  difeoveries,  and  the  experienced  prac¬ 
titioner,  are  both  convinced,  in  the  early  part 
of  their  lives,  that  they  cannot,  without  a 
crime  injurious  to  humanity,  referve  exclu- 
fively  to  themfelves  the  fruit  of  their  labours. 
And,  as  the  death  of  many  might  be  occa- 
lioned  by  the  delay  of  a  Angle  day,  they  will 
be  eager  in  adopting  the  readied  mode  of  pub¬ 
lication.  The  Chirurgical  Journal  will  be 
the  quicked  and  lead  expenfive  medium  of 
communication  ;  and  it  offers  fo  many  other 
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advantages,  that  we  have  reafon  to  be  afto* 
nifhed  that  no  one  conceived  the  idea  till  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  :  it  is  not 
a  work  for  which  there  can  be  a  fubftitutej 
and,  at  prefent,  it  will  fupply  the  place  of  all 
others.  Too  many  books  on  furgery  are  at- 
ready  publifhed,  and  we  have  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  the  number  will  be  flill  more  multi¬ 
plied  :  thefe  circumftances  will  neceffarily  tend 
to  injure  the  fcience  ;  for,  independant  of  the 
expence  of  new  publications  which  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  a  young  practitioner  will  rarely  per¬ 
mit  him  to  afford,  he  expends  his  time  in  the 
perufal  of  books  containing  no  new  infor¬ 
mation,  or,  perhaps,  only  a  trifling  number 
of  obfolete  fads,  which  might  be  comprifed 
in  a  few  pages.  Science  is,  at  prefent,  too 
much  advanced  to  fuppofe  that  new  ideas  only 
can  be  prefented  to  the  mind,  and  that  vo¬ 
lumes  can  be  written  on  fubjeCts  already  fre¬ 
quently  difcuffed,  and  which,  in  faCl,  would 
contain  merely  the  fame  ideas  conveyed  in 
different  language. 

Surgery  then  could  not  fail  of  being  im¬ 
proved,  if,  inftead  of  compofing  a  volume, 
or  even  a  complete  fyftem,  in  which  fome 
new  truths  are  blended  with  the  whole,  we 
were  to  expofe  thefe  truths  with  fimplicity 
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and  precifion  in  a  Journal.  If  we  reflect  on 
the  fate  of  all  works,  both  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern,  we  fhall  find  them,  in  fome  meafure, 
defective,  and  that,  in  fome  degree,  they  are 
fufceptible  of  improvement,  and  we  mean 
ours  to  ferve  as  a  fupplement  to  thefe  pro¬ 
ductions.  This  work  has  the  invaluable  ad¬ 
vantage  of  belonging  to  all  nations,  to  all 
ages,  and  of  being  always  new.  It  is  eafy 
to  fupply  omi fiions,  to  correct  the  errors  of 
others  and  ourfelves.  It  is  the  property  of 
all,  who  contribute,  by  their  labour,  to  its 
perfection  ;  and,  by  publifhing  their  names 
with  their  productions,  we  give  to  each  the 
tribute  of  merit  which  is  his  due.  In  what¬ 
ever  country  profeflional  men  may  refide,  it 
offers  an  eafy  method  of  correfpondence,  and 
opens  an  ample  field  for  that  difcufiion  which 
is  frequently  neceflary  to  difiipate  doubt,  and 
to  ferve  for  the  diffufion  of  truth.  From  the 
numerous  and  important  obfervations  of 
which  it  ought  to  be  the  repofitory,  it  will 
furnifh  fuch  cafes  to  the  young  and  timid 
praftitioner  as  will  ferve  for  the  application 
of  his  precepts,  and  tend  to  difpel  his  doubts 
and  confirm  his  praCtice  ;  it  will  be  even 
ufeful  to  the  experienced  practitioner,  by  af¬ 
fording  him  new  information  :  for,  what 

man 
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man  will  be  prefumptuous  enough  to  fay,  that 
his  knowledge  cannot  be  enlarged  by  the  la¬ 
bours  of  others  ?  Thus,  in  whatever  point  of 
view  the  Chirurgical  Journal  is  conlidered, 
it  prefents  refources  that  are  expe£ted  in  vain 
from  any  other  production,  and,  at  the  fame  . 
time,  is  exempt  from  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  are  fubjebl.  It  becomes  then 
the  duty  of  thofe  who  love  and  cultivate  this 
art,  to  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  the 
perfeblion  of  which  it  is  fufceptible  s  for,  in 
furgery,  to  demonftrate  that  an  undertaking 
is  ufeful,  is  to  impofe  on  every  one  an  obli¬ 
gation  to  co-operate  for  its  completion  ;  and 
we  do  not  fay  too  much  in  obferving,  that, 
by  a  refufal,  we  are  guilty  of  voluntary  homi¬ 
cide,  according  to  the  maxim  we  (hall  never 
eeafe  to  repeat,  Occidit  qui  non  fervat • 
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CASE  I. 

4  Wound  in  the  Mouth  hy  a  Piflol-Jhot,  with  a  FraSiurt 
of  the  lower  Jaw ,  a  Hole  in  the  Arch  of  the  Palate 
extending  to  the  Velum  Pendulum  Palatu  Balls 
lodged  in  the  pofterior  NoftrilsP  Deglutition  completely 
cbftrudled .  A  hollow  Bougie  introduced  into  the  Æfo - 
phagus  through  the  NoJe>  and  worn  for  a  Month . 

[By  Mr.  Manoury,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

ON  the  1 8th  December,  1789,  Mr.  Default,  at 
half  paft  eleven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  was 
called  in  to  the  affiftance  of  a  young  man,  in  the 
Rue  Conqueron,  who  had  fhot  himfelf  in  the  mouth 
with  a  piftol.  There  was  a  profufe  hemorrhage 
from  the  lips,  cheeks,  and  noftrils  $  and  ah  hour  had 
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fcarce  elapfed,  from  the  time  of  the  accident*  when 
the  face  was  confide rably  fwelled  ;  the  infide  of  the 
mouth  was  blackened  by  the  powder  and  fmoke, 
and  the  right  half  of  the  tongue  lacerated  and  burnt  ; 
the  lower  jaw  was  fractured  on  the  right  fide*  be¬ 
tween  the  canine  tooth  and  the  fird  dens  molaris  ;  the 
right  fragment  was  fituated  behind  the  left*  and 
rode  over  it  above  half  an  inch  ;  the  other  teeth*  as 
well  as  the  inferior  and  fuperior  alveolar  procédés, 
had  efcaped  injury  5  but,  towards  the  poflerior  and 
right  fide  of  the  arch  of  the  palate,  a  hole  was 
difcerned  diffidently  large  to  admit  the  thumb  with 
eafe,  and  conneded  with  a  laceration  that  extended 
to  the  velum  pendulum  palati,  From  fuch  an  ac¬ 
cident,  the  mod  ferious  confequences  were  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  befides,  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  balls,  after  eroding  the  pofterior  nodrils,  might 
have  penetrated  the  cranium,  and  be  lodged  in  the 
brain.  To  afeertain  the  extent  of  the  mifehief,  Mr. 
Default  introduced  a  female  daff  through  the  opening 
in  the  arch  of  the  palate,  which  he  paded  forward,  and 
in  every  podible  diredion,  without  difeovering  any 
communication  with  the  cranium,  which  induced  him 
to  hope  that  the  dafe  might  terminate  favourably  *  but 
as  the  patient  had  fignified  that  the  pidol  was  loaded 
with  three  balls,  it  yet  remained  to  difeover  their 
btuaticn.  All  refearches  had  been  hitherto  inefFedual  : 
he  intimated,  by  figns,  that  he  had  not  fwallowed  them; 
and,  as  they  were  not  foynd  in  his  clothes,  nor  in  the 
blood  that  he  led,  it  was  iulpeded  they  were  dopped 
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by,  and  buried  in,  the  ethmoidal  cells  and  fphenoidal 
finuffies,  &c. 

The  functions  of  the  brain  not  being  influenced  by 
the  accident,  was  a  circumftance  favourable  to  the 
event  of  the  cafe.  The  hemorrhage,  from  the  nofe 
and  the  arch  of  the  palate,  was  confiderable  enough 
to  require  immediate  attention.  With  this  view,  a 
flexible  filver  probe  was  introduced  through  the  right 
noftril  into  the  fauces,  the  extremity  of  it  paffed  for¬ 
ward,  and,  by  the  afliflance  of  a  finger,  brought  out 
of  the  mouth  :  in  effecting  this,  fome  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  confequence  of  the  fwelling.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  probe,  the  ends  of  two  waxed  liga¬ 
tures  were  fixed,  to  the  middle  of  which  a  dofîil  of 
lint  wTas  tied,  fufficiently  large  to  fill  up  that  part 
of  the  pharynx  that  correfponded  to  the  pofterior 
noflrils.  In  drawing  the  probe  and  ligature  through 
the  nofe,  the  doffil  was  conveyed  with  it,  and,  by 
means  of  the  finger,  introduced  by  the  fauces,  it  was 
■applied  to  the  pofterior  opening  of  the  noflrils.  The 
two  ligatures  that  paffed  out  of  the  nofe  were  then  fepa- 
rated,  and  one  was  applied  to  the  feptum  nafi,  and  the 
other  to  the  oppofite  fide.  The  noflrils  were  then  filled 
with  fmall  doffil s  of  lint  5  and,  on  the  laft,  which  was 
larger  than  the  reft,  the  ends  of  the  two  ligatures  were 
tied  :  thofe  that  remained  in  the  mouth,  for  the 
purpofe  of  withdrawing  the  doffil  fituated  in  the  æfo- 
phagus,  wrere  fixed  on  the  cheek. 

After  this  hemorrhage  was  flopped,  the  reduction  of 
the  fradlured  jaw  was  unfuccefsfully  attempted,  in 
confequence  of  the  fwelling  and  tenfion  of  the  foft 
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parts,  Compreftes,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  min. 
were  conftantly  applied  to  the  chin,  cheeks,  and  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  neck,  and  a  deco6tion  of  marfh- 
mallows  prefcribed  for  a  gargle  :  the  fwelling  in- 
creafed  confiderably  during  the  night  :  the  next  day 
deglutition  was  painful  and  laborious  ;  and,  as  the 
fwelling  progrefiively  increafed,  on  the  fécond  day 
lie  was  unable  to  fwaliow  ;  but  ftill,  though  ap¬ 
pearances  were  alarming,  Mr.  Default,  relying  on 
cafes  he  had  formerly  feen,  did  not  defpair  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

The  dolllls  of  lint,  with  which  the  pofterior  nos¬ 
trils  were  filled^  being  deemed  unnecdTary,  were 
withdrawn,  fome  through  the  noftril,  and  that  in  the 
fauces  through  the  mouth,  by  means  of  ligatures, 
left,  with  that  intention,  on  the  outfide  of  the  cheek. 
A  large  hollow  bougie,  of  the  elaftic  gum,  with  a 
bent  probe,  like  a  catheter,  was  introduced  by  the 
left  noftril,  and  pufhed  as  far  as  the  middle  and  poft 
terior  part  of  the  pharynx  :  the  probe  was  then  with¬ 
drawn  with  one  hand,  whilft  the  bougie  was  fupported 
and  fixed  by  the  other:  it  was  pufhed  ftill  more 
forward,  with  the  intention  of  palling  it  into  the 
æfophagus  ;  but,  deviating  from  the  right  direction, 
it  palled  into  the  larynx,  which  was  known  by  a 
fort  of  guggling  noife,  and  by  the  flame  of  a  candle 
being  agitated  when  prefented  to  the  orifice.  It  was 
immediately  withdrawn,  and,  at  the  fécond  attempt, 
was  palfed  into  the  inferior  part  of  the  pharynx,  and 
thence  into  the  æfophagus;  and  we  were  allured 
of  this  from  the  fame  effects  not  taking  place  when 
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the  experiment  of  the  candle  was  repeated.  The 
infiniment  was  fixed  externally,  by  means  of  a  ligature 
tied  to  its  extremity,  and  the  ends  twifled  on  two 
pins,  and  pinned  to  each  fide  of  his  night-cap.  Mr* 
Default,  with  a  fyringe,  injedted  four  ounces  of  a 
ptifan  of  dog's  tooth  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  lemons, 
which  was  afterwards  performed  by  the  nurfe,  being 
previoufly  inflrudted.  By  this  contrivance,  as  much 
broth  and  ptifan  as  his  fituation  required  was  ex¬ 
hibited  without  inconvenience.  He  was  apprifed  of 
the  necefiity  of  taking  fufleriance,  not  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  feelings  of  hunger  and  thirfl,  but  by  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fenfation  of  weaknefs  and  dragging  in  the  epi- 
gaflric  region,  which  ceafed  when  he  had  taken 
nourifhment.  Thefe  fluids  pafied  through  the  æfo- 
phagus  into  the  fcomach,  without  producing  uneafi- 
nefs,  or  exciting  any  difpofition  to  vomit.  On  the 
third  day  the  fever  and  heat  were  rather  confiderable. 
The  infide  of  the  mouth  was  filled  with  portions  of 
(loughs,  which  were  in  part  detached  by  the  confiant 
application  of  the  faliva  and  gargles.  The  fourth 
day,  when  fuppuration  commenced,  the  lacerated 
parts  of  the  tongue  began  to  feparate.  A  gargle  of 
aq.  hord.  with  mel.  ro(T.  was  preferibed.  Not  any 
nutriment,  either  folid  or  fluid,  could  be  taken,  as 
the  pharynx  was  perfedtly  impervious,  in  confequence 
of  the  confiderable  fwelling  that  had  taken  place* 
but,  as  the  bougie  ferved  as  a  fubflitute,  it  was  of 
little  moment.  On  the  feventh,  the  fwelling  had,  in 
fome  meafure,  fubfided,  the  fever  lefs,  the  fuppura¬ 
tion  from  the  infide  of  the  mouth  abundant,  but  the 
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pus  of  a  greyifh  colour  and  foetid,  which  rendered  the 
frequent  ufe  of  the  gargle  neceffary. 

On  the  fifteenth,  the  fwelling  of  the  cheeks  and 
mouth  was  nearly  difperied.  Mr.  Default,  who  was 
anxious  to  reduce  the  jaw,  made  another  ineffedtual 
attempt.  The  patient  daily  improved,  nor  did  the 
bougie  occafion  die  leafl  inconvenience  :  his  ftrength 
was  fupported  by  means  of  nourifhing  jellies. 

From  the  fifteenth  to  the  twentieth  nothing  remark¬ 
able  occurred  ;  the  mouth  was  clean,  and  many  of 
the  ulcerated  parts  were  cicatrized  ;  the  torn  parts 
of  the  velum  pendulum  palad  were  united,  but  the 
hole  in  the  arch  of  the  palate  fiill  remained.  The 
farther  continuance  of  the  bougie  being  deemed  un- 
neceffary,  it  was  withdrawn  :  he  attempted  to  take 
fome  broth,  but  without  fuccefs,  in  confequence  of 
the  general  injury  the  parts  had  fuftained,  and  their 
not  being  accuflomed  to  their  natural  addon.  The 
patient,  finding  the  ufe  of  the  bougie  convenient,  re- 
quefled  its  farther  continuance  :  he  wore  it  for  thirty 
days  after  the  accident,  and  even  wifhed  to  continue 
its  ufe  (till  longer  ;  but  he  relinquiilied  this  idea,  on 
being  alfured,  that  the  inconveniences  arifing  from 
leaving  it  off  would  loon  fubfide,  and  that  the  obfer- 
vance  of  fuch  a  ftridt  regimen  was  attended  with  dan-* 
ger  i  befides,  the  defire  of  regaining  his  tafte  and  voice 
was  another  inducement.  The  difficulty  that  he  ex¬ 
perienced  in  deglutition  for  many  days  gradually  di- 
minified  ;  his  pronunciation,  at  firft,  was  embarraff- 
ing  and  laborious  ;  the  tones  of  his  voice,  being 
nafal,  confufed,  and  with  difficulty  articulated.  The 

frac-* 
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ffadured  portions  of  the  lower  jaw  were  confiderably 
Ids  deranged  than  immediately  after  the  accident,  but 
the  inequality  was  (till  one-fixth  of  an  inch.  The  frac¬ 
tured  furfaces  of  the  bone  not  being  in  immediate  con- 
tad,  and  the  parts  being  constantly  moiftened  with  the 
faliva,  were  circumftances  unfavourable  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  callus.  Another  fruitlefs  attempt  was  made 
for  its  redudion,  and,  at  lad,  it  was  left  to  the  re¬ 
four  ce  s  of  nature.  He  remained  at  Paris  one  month 
after  he  had  declined  the  ufe  of  the  bougie,  and  then 
returned  to  his  family  with  thefe  diftreffing  proofs  of 
his  rafhnefs.  At  this  time;  there  remained  three  ci¬ 
catrices  on  his  right  cheek,  which  united  at  the  com- 
miffure  or  jundion  of  the  lips  ;  thefe  were  occafioned 
by  the  laceration  produced  by  the  explofion  of  the 
powder  ;  the  fradured  jaw  was  not  yet  united,  the 
parts  yet  admitting  of  fome  degree  of  motion;  but 
the  irregularity  was  now  much  lefs  perceptible,  be¬ 
ing  not  more  than  one-tw7elfth  of  an  inch,  and  this 
apparently  occafioned  by  the  firft  dens  molaris  of 
the  right  fide,  that  had  been  thrown  inwards  ;  its  ex- 
tradion  was  advifed,  with  the  view  of  the  parts  re¬ 
gaining  their  natural  Situation.  A  fmall  fiffure  wras 
now  only  to  be  difcerned  where  die  hole  in  the  arch 
of  the  palate  had  exifted,  and  this  Seemed  as  if  it 
would  Soon  be  effaced  :  he  partly  recovered  his  tafte, 
and,  though  maflication  was  yet  painful,  he  could  eat 
Solid  food  and  chew  even  crufts  of  bread.  Some 
difficulty  he  experienced  in  Speaking,  nor  was  his  pro¬ 
nunciation  diftind,  but  when  he  wrore  fpedacles, 
which  produced  a  compreffion  of  the  alæ  of  the  nofe. 

The 
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The  regimen  and  plan  »f  treatment  laid  down  for 
his  obfervance  he  rigidly  adhered  to,  and,  previous 
to  his  departure,  he  waited  on  Mr.  Default,  to 
thank  him  for  the  prefervation  of  that  life  of  which 
this  accident  taught  him  the  value. 

REMARKS. 

THE  majority  of  thofe,  who  attempt  filicide,  are 
erroneouAy  perfuaded  that  difcharging  a  loaded  piftol 
in  the  mouth  is  the  quickeft  and  moft  effectual  mode 
of  deftroying  exigence.  In  oppofition  to  this  opi¬ 
nion  we  can  adduce  more  than  a  folitary  inftance, 
and  the  Hôtel  Dieu  has  already  produced  many. 
The  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw  affords  confiderable 
fcope  for  reflection.  —  Can  it  be  attributed  Amply  to 
the  explofion  of  the  powder,  or  to  the  recoil  of  the 
piftol  the  inftant  it  was  Ared  off  between  the  teeth  ? 
To  which  of  thefe  caufes  can  we  refer  the  effedt  ? 
And  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  lower  jaw  being 
fraCtured  and  not  the  upper,  and  the  teeth,  at  the 
fame  time,  efcaping  injury  ?  The  gradual  dimi¬ 
nution  of  the  irregular  union  of  the  fraCture  is  a  circum- 
ftance  difficult  to  explain,*  were  we  not  juftifled  in 

*  We  fhould  rather  fuppofe  that  the  diminution  of  the  defor¬ 
mity  was  owing  to  the  actions  of  the  mulcles  inducing  abfoibtion 
by  means  of  preiTure  :  with  refpeft  to  the  approximation  of  the 
maxillary  bones,  fubfequent  to  the  operation  of  the  hare-lip,  -may 
it  not,  with  more  propriety,  be  attributed  to  the  additional  depo- 
fkion  of  offific  matter,  than  to  the  a&ion  of  the  mufcles  of  the 
fuperior  lip  ? 


flip- 
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fuppofing  that  the  deformity  would  be  increafed  by  the 
preffure  and  confiant  aCtion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  lip  ;  for,  it  is  obferved,  that  the  mufcles  of  the  fu~ 
perior  lip  approximate  the  maxillary  bones  (  in  young 
fubjeCts)  after  the  operation  of  the  hare-lip,  with  a  fiffure 
in  the  palate.  Thefe  queflions  being  more  curious  than 
ufeful,  we  fhall  leave  their  difcuffion  to  thofe  who  are 
difpofed  to  refleCt  on  the  fubjeCt. 

The  favorable  termination  of  this  cafe  is  certainly  to 
be  attributed  to  the  introduction  of  the  bougie  of  the 
elaflic  gum;  for,  notwithflanding  the  remarkable  care 
and  attention  that  he  received,  he  certainly  would  have 
funk  under  the  fever  and  difcharge,  if  we  had  not 
poffeffed  die  means  of  repairing  that  lofs,  by  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  proper  nourifhment.  Had  we  not  reafon  to 
apprehend  the  frimœ  viæ  might  be  affeCted  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  digeflive  fluids  being  injured  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  fœtid  pus  into  the  ftomach,  which  was 
difcharged  from  the  mouth;  befides,  we  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  inefficiency  of  nutritive  clyfters. 

The  advantages  refulting  from  thefe  hollow  elaflic 
bougies  are  not  confined  to  thefe  cafes,  they  may  be 
advantageoufly  employed  in  tétanos  hydrophobia,  fpaf- 
modic  contraction  of  the  pharynx,  atony  and  palfy  of 
the  mufcles  of  that  part,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  tongue  ; 
in  cafes  of  tumors  fituated  between  the  coats,  or  even 
in  the  paffage  of  the  æfophagus,  and  fometimes  in  the 
cheft ;  they  may  likewife  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  cafes  of 
obflruClion  of  the  refpiratory  paflages,  particularly 
when  that  obflruClion  is  above  the  bronchia,  as  in  col¬ 
lections  of  matter  in  the  internal  part  of  the  larynx,  in 
I  m  '  "  ‘  affeClions 
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affe&ions  of  its  cartilages,  in  fome  fiftulous  affeCtions 
of  the  trachea  and  larynx,  and  in  wounds  of  thofe 
parts.  In  cafes  where  deglutition  and  refpiration  were 
obftruCted  at  the  fame  time,  they  might  be  ufed  with 
advantage,  as  in  fome  fpecies  of  quincy,  in  wounds  of 
the  neck,  or  when  the  larynx  and  pharynx  are  both 
divided,  two  bougies  might  be  employed,  and  one  in¬ 
troduced  through  each  noftril,  and  one  by  this  means 
conveyed  into  the  pharynx,  and  the  other  into  the 
larynx. 

Mr.  Default  has  not  yet  had  on  opportunity  of  try- 
ing  it  in  thefe  complicated  cafes,  but  propofes  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  firft  that  offers,  nor  does  he  think  fuc- 
cefs  improbable.  The  eafe  with  which  they  are  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  larynx,  the  little  uneafmefs  patients 
have  experienced  when  they  have  remained  in  that 
canal  for  fome  minutes,  and  the  circumftances  of  ca- 
nulas  being  left  for  many  days  after  the  operation  of 
bronchotomy,  which  is  ftriClly  analogous,  obviate  thofe 
objections  that  may  be  urged  refpeCting  the  difficulty  of 
retaining  the  bougie  in  its  fituation,  in  confequence  of 
the  irritation  that  would  be  excited  in  that  canal.* 

v  » 

*  In  a  cafe  of  this  defcription  it  would  be  effentially  necefiary  to 
diftinguifti  the  two  bougies,  which  might  be  done,  by  tying  two 
pieces  of  different  coloured  ribbon,  and,  by  this  contrivance,  we 
fhould  avoid  injecting  into  the  larynx  ;  but,  if  it  fnould  occur,  the 
furgeon  would  be  apprized  of  the  miffake  by  the  ccnvulffve  cough 
that  the  firft  few  drops,  that  were  injected,  would  produce  :  in  this 
cafe  it  fhould  be  immediately  fufpended,  for  fear  of  producing  fatal 
conferences. 
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FraBure  of  the  Cranium ,  with  DepreJJion ,  without 

the  Application  of  the  Frepan. 

[By  Mr.  Goure',  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at 
■*  ’  "  Paris.] 

JOSEPH  Gauthier,  a  native  of  Befançon,  aged  23 ? 

of  a  good  conftitution,  was  found,  on  the  17  th 
of  OHober,  1790,  fenfelefs  and  weltering  in  his  blood, 
jn  confequence  of  a  fall  from  a  window,  to  which 
he  had  attempted  to  climb.  The  furgeon  of  the 
place,  where  the  accident  happened,  bled  him,  and 
perfuaded  fome  by- Handers,  who  intereHed  them- 
felves  in  his  favour,  to  take  him  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
where  he  was  immediately  carried.  On  his  arrival,, 
he  was  drowzy  and  fenfelefs,  with  a  difeharge  of 
blood  from  his  nofe,  but  chiefly  from  his  left  ear  * 
Iris  countenance  was  pale,  his  body  cold,  and  his  pulle 
fcarcely  to  be  diftinguilhed. 

After  the  head  was  fhaved,  a  number  of  conduirons 
were  perceived,  but  the  moil  cohfiderable  one  was 
fituated  towards  the  anterior  and  inferior  part  of  the 

A  -  v>  *  *  •  /  '  *  •  f  •  '  >  £  '  ‘  *  1  ■ 

left  parietal  bone  %  it  was  depreffed  in  the  middle,  ac¬ 
companied  with  fwelling  of  the  furrounding  parts* 
iNo  motion  or  crepitus  being  felt  on  preffure,  tliÇv 
.opinion  was  doubtful  refpedling  the  Hate  of  the  cra¬ 
nium.  On  farther  examination,  a  fradture  of  the 
middle  part  of  the  left  clavicle  was  difeovered  5  ft  was 

Ç  tram- 
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tranfverfe,  and  without  the  irregularity  that  is  always 
occafioned  by  the  deprelTion  of  the  humeral  portion. 
An  emollient  cataplafm  was  applied  to  the  head,  and  the 
fractured  clavicle  maintained  in  its  fituation,  by  pla¬ 
cing  between  the  bread  and  the  arm  a  cufhion  in 
die  form  of  a;  wedge  j  the  thickeft  part  was  applied 
to  the  axilla,  and  the  thinned  to  the  inferior  part  of 
the  humerus.  The  arm  was  brought  to  the  fide,  and 
retained  there  by  a  bandage  paded  round  the  body, 
which  included  the  elbow,  and  ferved  as  a  fupport  to, 
the  arm  and  the  humeral  portion  of  the  clavicle  * 
while  the  denial  fragment  was  deprefied  by  means  of 
a  comprefs.  placed  obliquely  on  the  fractured  part, 
and  fewed  before  and  behind  to  the  bandage  that  was. 
paded  round  the  trunk.  He  was  put  on  low  diet, 
bled,  and  a  ptifan  of  dog’s  tooth,  with  oxymel,  was 
exhibited. 

The  next  morning  he-  was  better:  the  poultice  to 
the  head  continued,  and  he  was  bled  in  the  foot.  Ir> 
the  evening  his  recollection  was,,  in  lome  degree,  re~ 
covered. 

The  third  day,  the  dwelling,  produced  by  the  con- 
tufion,  having  fubfided  in  part,  we  perceived  a  de- 
predion  of  the  cranium,  with  its  anterior  edge  more 
elevated  than  the  pofterior,  and  about  2\  inches  in. 
diameter.  It  was  bounded,  anteriorly,  by  the  inferior 
part  of  the  ferni circular  ridge  of  the  os  fronds  ;  above, 
by  the  inferior  part  of  the  parietal  bone  ;  and,  infe- 
riorly,  by  the  fheily  portion,  of  the  temporal  bone. 
The  uniform  ill  fuccefs  of  the  apy:  rç  of  the 

trepan  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  dece  _  fault. 
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.from  performing  that  operation  ,•  and,  in  this  inftance^ 
the  omiffion  was  fortunate.  As  the  patient  was  weak, 
the  repetition  of  the  bleeding  was  deemed  improper, 
and  an  enema  was  only  adminiftered.  From  thi§ 
day  he  muttered  a  fey  words,  and  fignified  that  he 
nnderltood  what  was  laid  by  the  by-ftanders. 

The  following  days  he  articulated  better,  but  dill 
he  only  anfyered  by  monofyllables?  The  fame  treat¬ 
ment  was  continued  ;  the  fradtured  clavicle  was  going 
on  well  ;  the  eccymofis,  that  furrounded  the  fracture 
of  the  head,  nearly  abforbed  ;  and  every  inconve¬ 
nience  fenfibly  diminifhed. 

The  7th,  the  patient,  who  had  hitherto  been  kept 
on  diet,  was  now  ordered  feme  light  food,  which  he 
eat  with  considerable  appetite.  The  fenfes  of  tade, 
fmell,  and  touch,  were  in  their  natural  Hate,  but  his 

!.  if.'  r  «  ■:  ■  . 

light  was  weakened  and  his  pupils  dilated,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  left  i  his  hearing  was  affedted,  bpt  more 

•*  y  *  •  •> 

fo  in  the  evening  than  in  the  morning. 

With  refpedt  to  his  mental  faculties,  his  memory 
was  moll  Injured  ;  he  could  not  even  recoiled!  the 
name  of  his  country.  He  felt  no  pain,  either  in  the 
fradtured  cranium  or  clavicle.  The  fame  treatment 
was  continued,  only  the  enemas  omitted.  On  the 
joth  he  got  up,  and  walked  in  the  ward.  On  the 
14th  he  walked  on  the  bridge,  and  continued  this 
exercife  every  day. 

On  the  20th,  the  dre dings  from  the  clavicle  were 
removed,  and  the  bone  was  found  perfedtly  united^ 
without  the  lead  deformity.  His  memory,  hearing, 
and  fight,  daily  improved  ;  yet  his  pupils  were  Hill 

■*  *  ■*'**•  '  if 
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more  dilated  than  in  their  natural  Hate.  The  depref- 
fion  of  the  cranium  remained  the  fame,  nor  did  the 
fradured  pieces  of  the  bone  appear  at  all  eleva¬ 
ted. 

On  the  27th  day  after  the  accident  he  was  dif- 
charged  from  the  hofpital,  but,  previous  to  his  de¬ 
parture,  he  went  to  the  theatre,  where  the  ftudents,  who 
attended  Mr.  Default’s  lectures  on  practical  furgery, 
were  perfedly  fatisfied  of  the  deprelled  flate  of  the 
cranium  by  adual  examination. 

Three  weeks  afterwards  he  returned  to  the  theatre, 
enjoying  the  moil  perfed  ftate  of  health  ;  he  had  com¬ 
pletely  recovered  the  life  of  his  fenfes,  and  his  memory 
was  the  fame  as  before  the  accident.  The  pupils  were 
nearly  of  their  natural  fize,  but  the  left  was  ftill  moil: 
dilated  :  the  depreflion  was  the  fame  as  on  the  day  of 
his  departure. 

We  mean  foon  to  publifh  the  cafes  of  three  other 
patients,  now  in  the  Hotel  Dieu,  who  have  had 
fradt ures  of  die  fame  defcription,  and  who  have  been 
cured  without  the  trepan  ;  and  we  fhali  again  examine 
if  the  practice  of  trepanning  is  juftinable  in  all  injuries 
of  the  cranium  i  where,  from  the  depreflion,  or  the 
particular  nature  of  the  fradure,  the  extrayafated  fluids 
?nay  be  confined. 
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An  Analyfis  of  a  Courfe  of  Lectures  on  practical  Surgery * 
by  Mr.  Desault,  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu ,  on  the  Df- 
cafes  of  the  urinary  Organs . 

PERHAPS  it  would  be  methodical,  in  giving 
thefe  elements,  to  adopt  the  fame  plan  as  Mr. 
Default  in  his  lectures,  and,  in  the  fdrft  inflance,  to 
give  a  prefatory  difcourfe  on  the  general  principles 
of  furgery  ;  but,  as  they  are  univerfaily  known,  and 
are  liable  to  many  exceptions,  we  Hi  all  defer  treating 
on  this  fubjecl  for  the  prefent,  and  begin  immedi¬ 
ately  on 

Affections  of  the  urinary  Organs . 

The  frequency  of  thefe  difeafes,  the  negligent  mam 
ner  in  which  they  have  been  treated  by  chirurgical 
authors,  the  injudicious  methods  generally  adopted 
for  their  cure,  the  danger  of  complaints  of  this  de« 
fcription,  the  important  functions  of  the  parts  injured, 
the  difficulty  attendant  on  their  cure,  and  the  ernpiri- 
ciim  to  which  they  have  been  hitherto  fubjedt,  wrere 
motives  fufficiently  powerful  to  induce  Mr.  Default 
to  make  this  lubjedt  the  firft  objedt  of  his  attention  ; 
for,  when  the  nature  of  a  difeafe  is  but  little  under¬ 
flood,  we  fhouid  be  doubly  folicitous  to  communicate 
that  information  we  have  acquired  by  reafon  and 

C  3  experience. 
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experience.  Mr.  Default  divides  the  difeafes  of  thé 
urinary  palTages  into  two  parts  i 

î .  Injuries  of  the  fecretory  organs; 

2.  Injuries  of  the  excretory  pafiages. 

Under  the  firft  clafs  are  ranked  Diabetes*  Sup- 
preffon  of  Urine  and  its  morbid  Secretion:  Retention 
and  Incontinence  under  the  fécond:  Each  of  theiè* 

i  t  \  . 

according  to  the  number  of  caufes  that  produce  them* 
may  be  divided  into  different  fpecies.  Mr.  Default 
would  willingly  have  declined  treating  on  the  fubjedt 
of  morbid  fecretion  of  urine*  as*  in  cafes  of  this  de- 

\  i  »  *•  •.  * 

fcription*  fufgery  is  of  little  ufe  *  but  he  has  deemed 

V  * 

their  expofition  neceffary,  In  order  to  point  out*  in 
one  view,  the  difeafed  affebuion  of  the  urinary  organs* 
and  to  fugged:  a  proper  plan  for  the  fttidy  of  thoife 
complaints,  and  which  may  ferve  as  an  outline  for 
obfervations,  that,  in  future,  may  be  made  on  this 
fubjecb  v 

D  I  A  B  E  ï  Ë  & 

Authors  differ  refpedting  the  definition  of  dia^ 
betes*  fome  include*  under  that  name,  every  ex¬ 
traordinary  evacuation  of  urine  :  but  it  cannot  be 
faid,  according  to  the  remark  of  Celfus,*  that  a  dia¬ 
betes  does  not  exift,  except  when  the  quantity  of  urine 

*  De  Medicin.  lib.  IV.  cap.  io* 
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evacuated  equals  the  mafs  of  fluids  taken  in,  and  that 
there  is  a  derangement  in  the  health.*  They  have 
alfo  termed  diabetes,  that  abundant  flow  of  urine 
which  occurs  after  a  fpafmodic  affedtion,  originating 
from  an  acute  or  an  inflammatory  complaint  j  but 
this  is  only  an  abufe  of  words,  and  blending  the  lÿmp- 
toms  with  the  difeafe. 

Others  f  have  conceived  that  they  have  fufficiently 
defined  the  difeafe,  by  obferving,  that  the  urine  eva¬ 
cuated  is  pofieflfed  of  the  fame  qualities  as  the  ori¬ 
ginal  fluids,  when  firft  received  into  the  flomach. 
But  this  definition  is,  by  no  means,  fufficiently  ge- 
nerical  ;  for,  the  fluids  that  are  drank,  are  not  only 
evacuated  with  the  urine,  but  like  wife  the  chyle,  the 
ferum>  the  lymph,  the  bile,  the  fat,  and,  in  fadt,  all 
the  different  fecretions  of  the  body.  J  Thofe,  who 
have  underftood  by  diabetes  a  diarrhæa,  a  urinous  con- 
fumption,§  an  exceffive  flow  of  urine,  appear,  to  us, 
to  have  deferibed  better  its  generical  and  diflindt 
charadter. 

The  few  cafes  on  record  of  this  difeafe  are  proofs 
of  the  rarity  of  its  exiflence.  The  ancients  men¬ 
tion  but  few  :  Galen  relates  only  two,  to  which  fub- 
fequent  authors,  in  general,  refer.  Aretæus  has  par¬ 
ticularly  confidered  this  fubjedl  ;  and  it  appears  that 
this  difeafe  is  more  frequent  in  England  than  in 


*  Sydenham.  ^Diflert.  epift.  de  Hyfteria, 
f  Ægin.  lib.  III.  cap.  14. 
t  Galen,  lib.  de  Crif. 

§  Aretæus  de  Caufl  et  Sign.  Morbor.  diuturnor.  lib.  II.  cap.  2. 

C  4  France. 
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France.^  Matthew  Debfon  mentions  having  feen  nine 
■'  patients  afflicted  with  diabetes,  Cullen  twenty,  and 
fcarce  à  fingle  cale  is  noticed  by  any  French  author» 
But  is  it  not  pofflble  that-  this  difeafe  has  been  fre-. 
c  quently-tnifiaken  for  another  ?  And  triait  diabetes  has 
'  'been  confounded  with  incontinence  -of  urine,  particu¬ 
larly  when  in  a  violent  degree  ;  and  which,  not  ad¬ 
mitting  of  a  remedy,  are  accompanied  with  nearly  the 
fame  fymptoms,  fuch  as  emaciation,  depreffion  of 
llrength,  feverj  &c.-?  This  fufpicion  has  been  fup- 
ported  by  the  inaccurate  and  inattentive  manner  in 
which  the  diffeclion  of  thofe  who  have  died  of  this 
difeafe  has  been  conducted  :  the  majority  were  fatis- 
fled  with  the  examination  of  the  kidneys  and  liver  ; 
and  if  no  difeafe  was  found  in  thofe  parts,  yet  Hill 
their  refearches  were  not  profecuted  to  the  bladder  ; 
and  in  thofe  cafes  where  it  has  been  differed,  it  has  ge¬ 
nerally  been  found  large  in  fize,  and  fome times  full 
of  urine» 


i  a 

Diabetes  has  been  divided  into  too  many  fpecies« 


The  antients  mention  only  two,  true  and  fpurious  : 
when  the  urine  exceeded  the  drinks  taken  in,  when 
it  wasp  yellow  white,  of  the  nature  of  the  chykj 
purulent,  and  of  a  fweetifh,  lugary,  tafle,  &c.^  they 
termed  it  the  true  diabetes  ;  fpurious,  when  the  urine 
Was  crude,  preferving  the  nature  and  colour  of  the 
fluids  originally  drank  :  §  they  hill  call  diabetes  a 


*  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  tom.  V. 

-f-  Cheine,  Sanit.  infirm* * * §  page  149. 

%  Sauvages,  Nofolog.  tom  V.  page  186. 

§  Galen,  Arètetée,  Bartholin, 
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ürlnous  lientery.  But,  as  in  the  courfe-  of  the  fame  dif- 
eafe,  the  nature  and  properties  of  this  fecretion  vary 
materially,  the  diflinCtion  is  unnatural,  and  only  tends 
to  confufe  the  hiflory  of  the  complaint.  The  moff 
methodical  diviflon  would  be  into  two  fpecies,  one 
arifing  from  an  alteration  of  the  humours,  and  the 
other  produced  by  an  affeCtioh  of  the  kidneys.  A  de» 
feci  in  affimilation  forms  the  firfl  clafs,  relaxation  and 
irritation  of  the  kidneys  produce  the  fécond.  Under 
the  defedl  of  affimilation  we  comprehend  all  the  diffi 
eafed  alteration  of  the  humours  which  have  hitherto 
been  corffiidered  as  productive  of  diabetes  '  fuch  as  an 
excefs  of  the  lèrum  of  the  blood,  its  too  great  te¬ 
nuity,  or  its  diffolved  flatej  the  feverifh  and  arthritic 
diabetes  of  Sydenham,  and  the  ehyliferous  and  mel¬ 
liferous  fpecies,  &c. 

The  quicknefs,  with  which  the  ffiriim  of  the  blood 
funs  off  by  the  urinary  paffiages,  proves  that  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  thofe  glands  are  well  adapted  to  produce  that 
effect.  This  fecretion  is  blit  a  flight  effort  of  nature, 
fhe  has  only  to  filtrate  the  fluids,  nor  is  it  neceflary 
to  affign  any  other  caufe  to  explain  this  circumftance. 
In  a  flare  of  health,  by  this  fecretion,  the  iuperfluity 
of  our  fluids  are  thown  off,  and  when  they  lofe  their 
confidence,  and  become  fo  thin  as  to  pafs  off  by  the 
kidneys,  it  forms  diabetes.  Thus  we  regard  a  defect 
of  affimilation  as  the  immediate  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
without  the  neceffity  of  explaining  it  on  the  principle 
of  a  difeafed  affeCtion  of  the  kidneys.  The  perfons 
moft  difpofed  to  it  are  of  a  weak  conftitution  and 
phlegmatic  temperament  :  thofe  who  drink  plentifully 

of 
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t)f  warm  tepid  fluids,  or  indulge  in  fpirituous  liqUors  ; 
thole  who  lead  a  lazy  and  fedentary  life,  or  refide  in 
fcnoift  or  damp  fituations,  that  are  badly  fed,  living  only 
on  vegetables,  particularly  on  pot-herbs.  When  the 
blood  has  been  impoverifhed  bÿ  confiderable  hemor¬ 
rhages,  by  frequent  and  continued  bleedings,  by 
abundant  fupu  ration,  or  by  tedious  difeafes,  ekaéling  à 
fevere  diet.  It  may  be  produced  by  metaftafis,  and  be 
confequent  to  afcites  or  hydro- thorax.  The  antients  at¬ 
tributed  this  difeafe  fometimes  to  the  Oold  temperature 
of  the  atmofphere,  and  fometimes  to  exOefs  of  heat  irt 
the  patient.  Mead  fiippofed  it  originated  from  the 
liver*  but,  in  general,  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  en¬ 
feebled  hate  of  the  digeftive  organs.  This  particular 
fpecies  of  diabetes  can  only  be  diftinguiftied  in  the  firffc 
attack,  for,  in  the  more  advanced  ftage,  the  fymptoms 
are  the  fame* 

This  difeafe  rarely  appears  fuddenly  ,  the  firffc 
Tymptom  is  generally  a  frequent  de  fire  to  make  water. 
Sometimes  a  fenfe  of  heat  or  cold  is  experienced  ex¬ 
tending  from  the  belly  to  the  bladder,  the  quantity  of 
urine  daily  increafes,  and  foon  exceeds  the  fluids  that 
have  been  drank.  In  the  Aril  ftage  of  the  difeale  the 
patient  is  weak  ànd  low,  but  without  any  fenfe  of  thirft 
and  fever,  or  pain  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys  or  blad¬ 
der  :  the  urine  crude,  infipid,  and  inodorous,  and  without 
any  depofit  :  the  fymptoms  gradually  come  on,  nor  is 
much  inconvenience  experienced  till  the  fécond  period 
of  the  complaint.  The  body,  at  laft,  becomes  dry  and 
emaciated,  in  confequence  of  this  confiant -and  con- 
fiderable  lofs  of  the  fluids j  a  feqfe  of  heat  in  the  fkin 

and 
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&nd  intedmes  comes  on,  followed  by  infatiable  third * 
What  is  drank  immediately  paffes  off,  and  the  patient 
Cxpreffes  a  ftrong  defire  for  liquids,  but  an  averdon  to 
foiid  food  in  this  fpecies  of  diabetes  :  acid  emulations, 
often  occur,  digedion  is  painful,  the  chyle  imperfectly 
formed  and  combined  with  the  drink,  and,  in  that  date* 
paffes  off  with  the  urine.  The  natural  properties  of 
this  fcretion  change  ;  fometimes  it  is  yellow,  fometimes 
inclining  to  white,  and  refembling  a  folution  of  honey 
in  water,  of  a  fweet  and  fugary  tafte,  with  a  weak 
Urinous  fmell,  and  depoffdng  a  greyifh  matter  diffid¬ 
ently  confident  s  the  infenfible  perforation  being 
thecked,  the  fkin  becomes  rough  and  fcaly,  and  the 
general  emaciation  of  the  fydem  perceptibly  increafès. 
If  the  urine  does  not  regularly  pafs  off,  the  abdomen 
fwells,  but  fubfides,  immediately,  as  foon  as  they  take 
their  natural  courfe*  The  pulfe  becomes  fmall,  ir¬ 
regular,  and  intermittent,  and,  at  length,  thofe  afflicted 
with  this  difeafe  become  perfectly  exhauded*  All  the 
fymptoms  of  marafmus  take  place,  and,  the  vafcular 
fydem  not  containing  fufiicient  for  the  fupport  of  cir¬ 
culation,  death  takes  places 

Diabetes  is  more  or  lefs  dangeroüs  according  to  the 
Caufe,  the  duration  of  the  complaint,  the  age  and  con- 
ditution  of  the  patient  :  when  it  attacks  thole  who  are 
old  and  worn  out  with  infirmity,  if  the  difeafe  is  in¬ 
veterate,  and  the  feeretions  in  a  difolved  date,  there  is 
little  hope  for  a  cure*  Wintringham  fays,  he  never 
fucceeded  in  curing  the  true  diabetes.  Cullen,  who 
has  feen  a  confide rable  number  of  cafes,  fays,  that 
Scotland  cannot  produce  a  fingle  indance  of  fuccefs^ 

However* 
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However,  Van  Swieten,  Harris,  See,  mention  many  : 
the  indications  of  cure  are  two;  firff,  to  give  confiflence 
to  the  humours,  and,  fecondly,  to  prevent  their  de¬ 
termination  to  the  kidneys.  To  fulfil  thé  ftrft  we 
Ihould  preferibe  inctafifânts  and  reftoratives,  fuch  as  a 
decodtion  of  rice,  barley,  gum-dragon,  gum-arabic* 
or  of  hartfhorn  -lhavings*  to  which  fometimes  aromatics 
might  be  added,  fuch  as  cinnamon,  nutmeg,  and 
acidulated  with  a  few  drops  of  vitriolic  acid,  or  rabel 
water.  We  may  try  milk,  alum  whey,  mineral 
waters,  with  vitriolic  acid,  a  ftrong  decoction  of 
quinquina;  We  ihould,  however,  regulate  our  choice 
of  remedies  by  the  particular  nature  of  the  difeafed 
fondions.  Excels  of  drinking  and  aqueous^  fluids  fnould 
be  avoided,  as  they  will  tend  to  produce  ftill  greater 
Weaknefs.  Abfhnence,  in  this  particular,  ihould,  as 
much  as  poiTible,  be  attended  to  ;  and,  if  the  diftred- 
Ino*  fenfation  of  third  could  be  refilled,  dry  medicines 
ihould  be  preferibed  :  but  there  is  a  queftion,  that 
the  danger  of  the  difeale  may  be  increafed  by  not  re¬ 
pairing,  by  the  ufe  of  plentiful  drinks,  the  lofs  occafioned 
by  the  abundant  flow  of  urine.  There  is  no  way  of  pre¬ 
venting  a  determination  of  humours  towards  the  kid¬ 
neys,  but  by  inviting  them  to  anotlier  part*  oome 
have  endeavoured  to  produce  this  revulfion  from  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines,  and  have  employed  vomits 
and  draftic  purges.  Their  exhibition  is  by  no  means 
indifferent;  for,  if  they  do  not  ferve,  they  do  confi- 
de râble  mifehief,  by  injuring  the  digeftive  organs. 
The  inconvenience  is  not  experienced,  by  producing 

a  revulfion  to  the  fkin.  Xhe  analogy  that  exihs 

between 


between  the  fecretions  of  urine  and  perfpiration,  and 
:he  facility  and  quicknefs  with  which  they  vary  in 
a  hate  of  health,  render  this  plan  preferable.  Fronj 
the  exhibition  of  diaphoretics,  little  advantage  is  be 
expected  :  they  ad:  rather  as  diuretics  than  on  the  fkin, 
and  weaken  the  urinary  organs,  already  too  much 
enfeebled  by  the  immoderate  how  of  urine.  Fric¬ 
tion  ,  inducing  perfpiration  by  the  ufe  of  flannel  or  a 
flefli-bruih,  is  efficacious  and  unattended  with  danger. 
Thefe  means  will  be  confiderably  affifted  by  the  life  of 
fomentations  with  warm  water,  which  produce  a  re¬ 
laxation  of  the  fkm,  and  are  exempt  from  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  the  warm  bath,  which  increafes  the  ge¬ 
neral  weaknefs.  He  ffiould  refide  in  a  warm  dry 
atmcfphere,  and  be  cautious  of  expofing  himfelf  to  die 
cold  air  :  and,  if  the  flirength  will  admit  of  the  exertion, 
he  ffiould  walk  till  a  perfpiration  is  excited.  A  libe¬ 
ral  ufe  of  red  wine  may  be  allowed  in  the  flrft  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  and  when  the  heat  and  fever  are 
moderate.  In  the  more  advanced  periods  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  folicl  and  dry  food  ffiould  be  recommended, 
particularly  farinaceous  fubflances  :  but  the  tafte  of 
the  patient  and  the  ftrength  of  his  digeftive  powers 
ffiould  be  particularly  attended  to.  When  the  difeafe 
has  reached  its  laft  ftage,  we  can  only  aftuage  the 
the  thirft  of  the  patient  by  acidulated  drinks,  and 
Wait  till  nature  puts  a  period  to  his  mifery. 
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Of  Diabetes  produced  by  a  Relaxation  of  the 

<  / 

Kidneys . 

A  relaxed  ftate  of  the  veflels  of  the  kidneys1  i$ 
more  frequently  the  effedt  than  the  caufe  of  dia¬ 
betes  ;  but  they  are  fometimes  originally  affedted,  ei¬ 
ther  by  a  defedt  in  organization,  or  by  the  abufe  of 
aqueous  drink,  or  the  long-continued  ufe  of  diuretics. 
Retention  of  urine  gradually  obftrudts  the  fluids 
in  the  capillary  veflels  of  the  kidneys  ;  and,  from  this 
caufe,  they  become  extremely  diftended  from  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  fleeping  in  warm  and  foft  beds.  There  is  a 
fpecies  of  diabetes,  which  takes  place  from  a  partial 
or  total  deftrudtion  of  the  kidneys  themfelves,  and  has 
been  attributed  to  relaxation  ;  but  may  we  not  queftion 
the  exiftence  of  this  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  ?  Ruyfch,  it 
is  true,  adduces  one  example.  He  fays  he  difeovered, 
in  a  fubjedt  that  died  of  diabetes,  the  right  kidney 
entirely  deftroyed,  and  the  bladder  amply  diftended. 
Rut  this  inftance  is  by  no  means  conclufive  ;  he  fpeaks 
only  like  an  anatomift,  and  juft  mentions  the  difeafe 
without  defending  a  Angle  pathognomonic  fymptom  ; 
and  it  is  probable,  that,  independant  of  this  difeafed 
ftate  of  the  parts,  met  with  in  the  difledtion,  he  had 
no  farther  acquaintance  with  the  difeafe,  but  what  he 
acquired  from  uncertain  accounts  of  the  cafe.  It  is 
only  the  antecedent  fymptoms  which  enable  us  to  dif- 
tinguifli  whether  diabetes  arifes  from  relaxation  or  a 
defedt  of  aflimilation  ;  in  both  cafes,  no  pain  is  expe¬ 
rienced 
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fenced  in  the  lumbar  region;  but,  when  the  fecrc- 
tions  are  healthy  and  the  relaxation  is  local,  then  the 
digeftive  organs  are  unimpaired,  and,  in  confequence, 
the  patients  experience  the  fenfations  of  hunger  and 
third  without  the  power  of  completely  gratifying  them, 
and  of  courfe  their  ftrength  is  kept  tip,  and  their  fever 
and  heat  increafed. 

It  is  in  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe,  that  afr 
tangents  fhould  be  chiefly  employed  ;  as  alum,  whey* 
quipquina,  and  rhubarb.  The  mod  irritating  diure¬ 
tics  have  been  recommended  ;  fuch  as  the  tincture  of 
pantharides,  with  vitriolic  acid,*  the  dofe  from  1 5  to 
40  drops,  three  times  a  day,  applications  pf  bodies 
rendered  cold  by  immerflon  in  ice,  comprelfes  moilt- 
ened  with  vinegar  or  oxycrat,  applied  to  the  lumbar 
region,  are  the  moft  efficacious  means  of  reftoring  the 
tone  of  the  kidneys  ;  but  they  fhould  be  continued 
for  a  long  time.  Van  Swieten  fays  he  did  not  fuc~ 
eeed  till  he  had  perfifted  in  the  remedy  more  than  fnç 
months. 

Diabetes  from  Irritation  of  the  Kidneys ? 

The  fluids  always  flow  towards  an  irritated  part  :  to 
fhe  kidneys,  for  example,  when  thole  glands  become 
irritated,  occafioning  a  more  copious  fecretion,  and 

*  Edinburgh  Medical  Obfervations,  vol.  iv.  page  626.  In  the 
internal  ufe  of  any  preparation  of  cantharides,  we  fhall  never  lofe 
fight  of  its  poifonous  qualities  ;  and,  in  the  very  worfe  cafes,  the 
$ofe  of  half  a  grain  fhould  be  rarely  exceeded, 

fome- 
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fbmeümes  ccnfequent  diabetes.  The  abufe  of  warm 
diuretics,  gravel  or  fmall  fVon.es  in  the  kidneys,  a 
gouty,  jtchy,  dartrous,  or  rheumatic,  affection  of  thofe 
glands.  Metaflafis,  the  external  application  or  the 
internal  exhibition  of  cantharides,  and  indulgence  in 
venereal  pleafures?  are  fo  many  caufes  that  tend  to 
produce  diabetes.  Befides  the  fymptoms  that  have 
been  mentioned  in  this  fpecies  of  difeafe,  the  patient 
is  attacked  with  an  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
kidneys,  a  fymptom  that  does  not  occur  in  other  fp  ey¬ 
ries  of  diabetes. 

TREATMENT, 

We  muff  attend  to  the  irritating-  caufe  :  if  it  arifes 

O  .u. 

from  the  ufe  of  warm  diuretics,  we  muff  ufe  the  warm 
bath,  décodions  oflinfeed,  marfhmallows,  and  dog’s 
footh,  &c.  and  endeavour  to  invite  the  gouty  humour 
to  the  fkin  by  the  applications  of  finapifms  to  the  feet  ; 
and  the  pforic  humour  fhould  be  attended  to,  by  lufT 
fering  the  patient  again  to  imbibe  the  difeafe.  If  thefe 
means  are  not  fufficient,  we  fhould  determine  the  point 
of  irritation  to  another  part,  by  the  ufe  of  the  cauf* 
pc  or  feton,  or  by  the  application  of  a  blifter  ;  but 
not  compofed  of  cantharides.  Cupping,  fcarifications, 
and  cataplafms,  repeatedly  applied  to  the  fame  re¬ 
gion,  may  contribute  to  remove  the  irritating  caufe, 
and  then  cure  the  difeafe. 

I  have  only  mentioned  thefe  different  fpecies  of 
diabetes  to  point  out  the  bounds  of  our  knowledge  of 
this  difeafe.  The  fubjed  is  new,  the  field  for  hypothecs 

extenfive. 
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£Xtenfive,  and  the  caufe  of  fcience  is  ferved  by  en^ 
gaging  pra&itioners  to  communicate  the  fruits  of  their 
oblervation  and  experience,  and  it  is  only  from  col¬ 
lecting  numerous  facts  we  can  acquire  any  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  for  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 


Extraction  of  a  Stone ,  ft  opt  at  the  Infer t  ion  of  the  Ureter 
in  the  Bladder ,  by  Mr.  Default. 

[The  Cafe  related  by  Mr.  Manoury,  Surgeon  to 

the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARY  Margaret  Remiers,  a  native  of  PonjtT 
Chary,  in  Brie,  aged  62,  of  a  good  confti- 
tution  and  fanguineous  temperament,  about  three 
years  fince,  was  attacked  with  a  violent  and  fixed 
pain  in  the  right  lumbar  region,  which  continued  for 
£  confiderable  time,  but  afterwards  moved  lower,  and, 
according  to  the  exprefiion  of  the  patient,  defcended 
little  every  day. 

Thefe  pains  ceafed  entirely  for  a  month,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  they  were  renewed,  but  confined 
to  the  bladder  and  meatus  urinarius.  This  fécond 
attack  was  accompanied  with  frequent  defire  to 
make  water  :  the  urine,  çonflantly  fiimy,  became 
now  frequently  bloody,  and  the  ftream,  which  fome? 
fîmes  fijddenly  flopt,  flowed  again  when  fhe  varied 

D  her 
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hcr  pofition  or  walked  a  few  fteps.  After  eight 
months  continued  pain,  fhe-  was  attacked  for  three 
following  days  with  a  confiderable  difeharge  of  bloody 
urine,  followed  with  a  complete  fuppreffion,  which 
lafted  24  hours,  when  it  came  away  with  difficulty, 
drop  by  drop,  and  was  attended  with  excruciating 
agony.  Frightened  by  thefè  fymptoms,  fhe  was 
induced  to  fubmit  to  an  examination,  which  for  a 
long  time  fhe  had  rejected,  from  the  modefty  natural 
to  her  fex.  By  the  introduction  of  a  found,  a  flone 
of  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut  was  difeovered,  and  inftantly 
extracted  with  a  pair  of  common  forceps. 

This  woman  for  lome  months  enjoyed  the  moft 
perfeCt  health,  but  at  laft  her  old  pains  were  renewed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  ureter  and  in  the  region  of  the 
right  kidney.  She  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu, 
on  the  1  ft  of  September,  1788.  At  this  time  her 
pains  were  continual,  and  confined  to  the  internal 
part  of  the  bladder  $  her  fymptoms  increafed  by  ex- 
ercife,  and  produced  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water, 
but  the  urine  was  not  bloody  as  before,  nor  did  it  pafs 
in  an  interrupted  ftream.  By  the  introduction  of  a 
found  in  the  bladder,  Mr.  Default  difeovered  a  ftone 
at  the  lower  part,  which  he  conceived  was  fmall. 
The  general  health  of  the  patient  being  good,  previ¬ 
ous  preparation  was  deemed  unneceffary,  and,  in  con- 
fequence,  the  operation  was  performed  five  days  after 
her  admiffion  in  the  Hofpital.  She  was  placed  on  the 
couch  appropriated  for  the  operation  of  lithotomy  in 
the  men,  and  confined  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  1 
two  affiftants  feparated  the  labia  and  nymphæ  : 
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the  furgeon  introduced  a  llaff  into  the  bladder, >  to 
be  reaflured  of  the  prefence  of  a  (lone,  then  gave  to 
the  handle  of  the  infiniment  a  direction  perpen¬ 
dicular  to  the  axis  of  the  body,  inclining  it  a  little 
towards  the  left  groin,  and  applied  its  concave'  part 
under  the  fymphifis  pubis.  He  then  introduced,  in 
the  groove  of  the  llaff,  (  which  Was  now  inclined  to 
the  right,)  the  beak  of  Mr.  Hawkins’s  improved 
gorget,  the  edge  of  which  was  inclined  to  the  left  fide 
and  downwards,  and,  whilft  it  was  paffed  along  the 
groove,  the  handle  was  flightly  depreffed,  by  which 
means  he  avoided  wounding  the  bottom  and  the  left 
fide  of  the  bladder  with  the  cutting  edge  of  the  gorget. 
The  incifion  was  then  profecuted  obliquely  in  the 
polie rior  and  left  part  of  the  urethra,  and  neck  of 
the  bladder:  he  withdrew  the  llaff,  and,  with  his 
right  fore  finger  placed  on  the  gorget,  paffed  it  gently 
into  the  bladder  ;  the  forceps  was  then  introduced,  and, 
in  withdrawing  the  gorget,  he  formed  a  kind  of  femi- 
circle  round  the  forceps,  from  the  left  to  the  right, 
to  avoid  wounding  the  furrounding  parts.  The  Hone 
was  felt  a  fécond  time,  but  could  not  be  grafped  :  a 
fubflance  of  a  moderate  fize  was  felt  at  the  extremity 
of  the  forceps,  in  that  part  of  the  bladder  where  the  Hone 
was  firll  difcovered,  without  experiencing  that  peculiar 
fenfation  which  refaits  from  an  inflrument  coming  in 
contadl  with  a  bare  Hone  :  after  fome  fruitlefs  attempts 
he  withdrew  the  forceps,  paffed  his  fore  finger  a  fécond 
time  into  the  bladder,  and,  in  the  room  of  a  Hone, 
a  tumour  was  felt,  which  yielded  eafily  to  the  preffure  of 
the  finger.  At  the  moment  fqme  doubts  were  enter- 
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tained  of  its  nature,  it  might  be  a  fungus  of  the 
bladder,  a  concreted  matter  in  the  coats  of  that  vifcus, 
or  an  extraneous  fubdance  in  the  vagina,  but  the  lad  con¬ 
jecture  was  foon  removed,  by  the  introduction  of  the 
left  fore  finger  in  the  vagina.  Mr.  Default  was  perfectly 
fatisfied  that  he  felt  a  done  in  the  part  that  the  tumour 
occupied,  and  that  it  was  fituated  about  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  ureter.  He  began  to  fufpeCt  that  the  done 
w7as  engaged  in  that  part  where  it  enters  the  bladder 
obliquely,  and  that  it  was  furrounded  by  the  tunics  of 
the  bladder.  He  was  convinced  this  was  the  cafe, 
by  paffing  the  end  of  his  finger  over  the  furface  of  the 
tumour,  when  he  felt  at  its  inferior  part  a  fmall  hard 
body,  inveded  with  membranous  folds.  Thefe  circum- 
dances  were  confirmed  by  many  burgeons  who  adided 
at  the  operation,  and  had  introduced  their  fingers  into- 
the  bladder.  Mr.  Default,  haying  divided  in  different 
circumdances  membranous  bands  high  up  in  the 
reCtum,  and  in  other  deep-feated  cavities,  by  means 
of  the  indrument,  the  engraving  of  which  is  annexed, 
conceived  that  it  might  be  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  this 

indance.  The  fore  and  middle  dingers  of  the  right 

hand  were  placed  in  the  rings  of  the. indrument,  and  the 
thumb  on  the  fhank  :  he  conveyed  it  dint  into  the 
bladder,  along  the  fore  finger  of  ;,the  left  hand,  then 
retracted  the  blade  fudiciently  to  leave  the  femicircuiar 
notch  of  the  indrument  perfedlyiree,  and,  by  means 
of  the  finger,  placed  this  notch  on  the  furface  of  the 
tumour  :  then  pufhing  the  blade  gently  forward,  he  at 
once  divided  that  part  of  the  ureter  and  bladder, 
which  inveded  the  done:  this  being  finifhed,  the 
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infiniment  was  withdrawn,  and  with  his  finger,  which 
ferved  him  as  a  conduéior,  it  was  difengaged,  and 
was  afterwards  eafily  extracted  by  means  of  a  pair  of 
common  forceps.  T  he  time  of  the  operation  was  pro¬ 
longed  in  confequence  of  waiting  for  an  infiniment, 
which,  before  its  commencement,  there  was  no  pro¬ 
bability  of  wanting.  The  pain  of  the  operation  fhe 
fuflained  with  courage  and  fortitude.  She  was  put  on 
low  diet,  and  prelcribed  a  light  decodtion  of  dog’s 
tooth  and  linfeed,  fweetened  with  fyrup  of  marfh- 
mallows.  She  paffed  the  next  day  and  night  well, 
complaining  only  of  a  fmarting  fenfation,  produced 
by  the  paffage  of  urine,  which  paffed  away  involuntarily, 
and  drop  by  drop.  The  next  day  there  was  a  heat 
in  the  fkin  and  a  frequency  in  the  pulfe  ;  the  belly 
neither  tender  nor  painful.  The  third  day,  the  pa¬ 
tient  feeling  herfelf  well,  and  not  apprehending  any 
farther  ill  confequences,  took  fome  folid  food,  which 
fhe  procured  clandeftinely.  The  fourth  day,  fhe  was 
ftill  better;  and  now  finding  no  inconvenience  from 
folid  nutriment,  fhe  eat  ftill  more  liberally.  The 
fifth  day,  there  was  fome  fever,  the  tongue  dry,  and 
the  belly  painful  and  tender.  She  was  bled  at 
the  arm  ;  two  enemas  adminiftered  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  and  was  ordered  to  drink  plentifully  of 
veal  broth  and  decohtion  of  dog’s  tooth,  which  fire 
took  alternately.  The  fixth  day,  fhe  was  more  calm  ; 
the  fever,  heat,  drynefs  of  the  tongue,  and  the  pain 
in  the  belly,  were  abated.  The  urine  ftill  came 
away  involuntarily,  but  without  much  fmarting.  The 
eighth  day,  fhe  had  no  fever,  and  the  belly  was  eafy  ; 

D  3  fhe 


(  33  ) 

ïhe  was  able  to  retain  half  a  wine-glafs  ôf  urine,  and, 
on  the  9th,  a  full  glafs.  Some  light  food  was  now 
permitted.  On  the  10th,  the  urine  palled  away  vo¬ 
luntarily.  The  quantity  of  nourilhment  was  now  gra¬ 
dually  increafed.  This  woman  remained  in  the  hof- 
pital  twenty  days  after  the  operation,  and  could  either 
retain  or  pafs  her  urine  at  pleafure. 

,  1  >  _ 

REFLECTIONS. 

Though  women  are  much  lefs  fubjeCt  to  the  Hone 
than  men  ;  yet  not  a  year  pâlies,  but  many  are  cut 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  We  have  feèn,  fucceffively,  in 
this  hofpital,  two  modes  of  performing  the  operation 
in  women.  Formerly,  the  method  of  dilating  the 
urethra  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder  was  the  uni¬ 
form  practice  :  but,  fince  Mr.  Default  has  been  the 
chief  furgeon,  he  always  prefers  incifion.  With  a  view 
that  practitioners  might  decide  which  of  thefe  two 
methods  was  preferable,  a  reprefentatioh  has  been 
made  of  the  refult  of  all  the  cafes  that  have  been 
operated  on  thefe  lafl  ten  years,  and  it  was  found, 
that  the  inconveniences  that  patients  experienced,  fub^ 
fequent  to  the  operation  by  dilation,  never  took 
place  after  incifion.  By  incifion,  lefs  pain  i$  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  the  time  of  the  operation  is  fhort- 
ened. 

The  fituation  of  the  meatus  urinarius  on  the  va¬ 
gina,  and  the  proximity  of  the  pudendal  artery,  fug- 
gelled  an  apprehenfion  that  they  might  be  divided 
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by  the  cutting  edge  of  the  infiniment  ;  but,  by  an 
attentive  examination  of  the  anatomy  of  the  parts,  it 
is  found,  that  the  urethra  may  be  divided  between 
the  branch  of  the  pubis  and  the  vagina,  without  pe¬ 
netrating  that  canal  or  opening  the  artery.  We  lhall 
not  flop  here  to  compare  the  operation,  by  incifion  of 
the  urethra,  with  the  fmall  apparatus  fuch  as  propofed 
by  Celius,  or  with  the  hypogaftric  fedtion,  revived, 
in  modern  times,  by  Frere  Cofme.  There  is  no 
one,  converfant  in  the  dangers  and  difficulties  at¬ 
tendant  on  thefe  two  operations,  can  hefitate  in  their 
choice  ;  nor,  ffiould  either  of  them  be  had  recourfe 
to,  but  in  circumftances  of  abfolute  neceffity. 

It  is  unnecçfTary  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  thofe  in¬ 
ftruments  adapted  folely  for  women  :  thefe  we  rejedl 
as  unneceftàry;  for,  the  inftruments,  employed  for 
men,  can  be  ufed  with  equal  advantage,  and,  by 
Amplifying  our  pradtice,  we  make  one  flep  towards 
improving  the  art. 

In  die  Hôtel  Dieu  the  fame  ftaff  and  inftruments  are 
employed  in  both  fexes;  fometimes  we  ufe  the  Ample, 
and  lometimes  the  concealed  biftoury,  and  moft 
generally  Hawkins’s  gorget,  on  account  of  the  fim- 
plicity  of  its  conft ruction,  and  the  certainty  with  which 
we  are  enabled  to  make  the  incifion  ;  but  it  fhould 
be  narrower  for  women  than  men:  for,  in  men,  not 
only  the  urethra  and  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  but  a 
portion  of  the  proftrate  gland,  is  to  be^divided.  The 
gorget  which  Mr.  Default  ufes  for  adult  women  is 
|  of  an  inch  wide  at  the  termination  of  its  edge. 
This  furgeon  has  improved  Mr.  Hawkins’s  gorget  by 
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preferving  only  a  flight  degree  of  curvature.  By  this 
improvement,  and  inclining  the  ftaff,  the  urethra  and 
the  neck  of  toe  biadder  may  be  divided  in  the  fame 
direction  as  with  another  inftrument.  As  the  cafe  of  a 
man,  operated  on  with  this  inftrument,  will  be  publifhed 
fbon,  in  one  of  the  journals,  a  more  particular  and  ac¬ 
curate  detail  of  the  procefs  of  the  operation,  and  thé 
advantages  of  the  improved  hate  of  the  inftrument* 
will  be  deferred  till  that  period,  when  a  plkte  will  be 
given. 

The  circumftance  of  a  ftone  being  flopped  at  thé 
infertion  of  the  ureter  in  the  bladder,  in  women,  is  a 
Angular  cafe  3  nor  are  we  acquainted  with  any  inflancë 
but  the  one  related]  yet,  by  their  organization,  they 
are  certainly  equally  fubjeCt  to  its  exiflence  as  men* 
who  have  met  with  the  like  difpofition  3  inftances  of 
which  are  mentioned  by  Franco,*  Littre,j*  and 
Le  Dran,  J  who  are  by  no  means  fufficiently  clear 
reipeCting  the  manner  of  extracting  the  florie. 

littre  advifes  that  part  of  the  ureter  and  bladder, 
which  invefts  the  florie,  fhould  be  worn  out  by  friCtion, 
produced  by  frequent  introduction  of  the  flafF,  or  that 
the  covering  fhould  be  torn  by  the  forceps,  by  gentle 
and  repeated  endeavours.  The  Ample  relation  of  thefe 
plans  are  fufficient  to  prove  their  inliifflciency.  Le  Dran 
has  had  recourfe  to  emollient  injections,  but  the  ftone 
could  not  be  extracted  till  they  had  been  continued  for 

*  Traité  des  Hetnies,  C.  31. 

f  Mem*  Acad,  des  Sciences,  A.  1702. 
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two  months  :  this  method  is  uncertain  in  the  events 
from  the  ftone  being  left  in  the  bladder,  leaves  the 
patient  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  anxious  fufpence. 

Houftet,*  in  his  memoir  on  eneyfted  tumours,  fays* 
that  the  method  of  cutting,  employed  by  Fourbert, 
explains  the  method  of  difengaging  the  ftone  ;  it  may 
be  pre fumed  that  Houftet,  in  quoting  Fourbert' s 
method,  only  meant  to  point  out  the  place  where  the 
external  incifion  mould  be  made;  for,  according  to  his 
idea;  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  is  not  penetrated,  and 
only  the  parts  that  immediately  inveft  the  ftone 
are  divided  :  the  operation,  thus  performed,  ap¬ 
proaches  nearer  the  fmall  apparatus  than  Fourbert’s 
method;  but,  whatever  it  may  be,  the  uncertainty  of 
being  able  to  cut,  precifely,  on  the  place  where  the 
ftone  is  fituated,  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  wounding 
parts  fo  deeply  feated,  will  render  this  operation, 
highly  imprudent  to  perform:  the  conduct  of  Garangeot, 
in  a  fimilar  cafe,  is  more  worthy  of  imitation  ;  the 
ftone  was  eneyfted  in  a  pouch  or  cell,  fituated  at  the 
anterior  part  of  the  bladder  :  after  its  fttuation  was 
afeertained,  by  the  introduction  of  the  finger  into  the 
bladder*  he  cut  off,  with  a  biftoury,  that  portion  of 
thé  fac  thât  Contained  the  ftone,  and  difengaged  it 
eafily  ;  but,  although  Mr.  Garangeot  was  fuccefsful, 
the  incifion  with  the  biftoury  is  fubjeCt  to  great  incon¬ 
venience  ;  it  is  difficult  to  cut,  with  this  infiniment,  a 
rough  and  irregular  furface  ;  and,  as  ftones  are  generally 
round,  there  is  danger  of  their  hipping  and  piercing  the 
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bladder.  Mr.  Default’s  infiniment,  which  he  calls  his 
kiotome ,  couleur  de  luette ,  or  coupe-bride ,  from  the 
ufes  to  which  it  may  be  applied,  is  not  open  to  the 
fame  objections.  No  injury  can  be  received  from  its 
point,  as  the  blade  is  concealed,  nor  can  any  part 
be  divided  but  what  the  furgeon  may  wifh.  If  the 
incifion  fhould  not  be  completed  at  firfl,  the  blade 
may  be  wididrawn,  the  femicircular  notch  of  the  in¬ 
finiment  pufhed  more  forward,  and  the  incifion  pro- 
fecuted  to  any  extent  ;  this  infiniment  was  invented  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  dividing  membranous  bands 
in  the  reCtum,  but  it  has  fince  been  employed,  with 
the  greatefl  fuccefs,  in  the  excifion  of  the  tonfils,  and 
in  taking  off  fungi,  and  other  excrefcences  fituated 
in  cavities  -,  the  blade  is  fo  contrived,  that,  when  it 
paffes  through  the  femicircular  notch,  it  firmly  fixes  the 
parts  that  are  to  be  divided,  which  cannot  be  done 
with  either  the  fciffars  or  bifloury,  as  moveable 
parts  are  apt  to  recede,  and  render  the  fe&ion  dif¬ 
ficult.  If  the  part  we  mean  to  incife  is  too  large  to 
be  contained  in  the  notch  of  the  inflrument,  after  the 
divifion  of  one  portion,  we  may  proceed  to  another, 
and  the  operation  may  be  in  this  manner  completed. 
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EXPLANATION  07  PLATE  I. 
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FIG.  I.  Kiotome*  a  coupe -bride,  or  kyjlitome, 
with  a  lateral  notch. 

*  i  ■  •  *  i  .  / 

AB,  A  filver  Iheath  which  receives  the 
blade. 

Rings  foldered  to  the  Iheath. 

y,  A  portion  of  the  blade  which  remains 
naked  in  the  lateral  notch*  x  y  z, 

AT,  A  Heel  fhank  or  handle  continued 

r  -  «jr  r  -r  ■  (  , 

from  the  blade. 

C,  A  ring  at  the  extremity  of  the  lhank. 

B  C,  The  total  length  of  the  inftrument, 
which  is  nine  inches. 

FIG.  II.  The  Iheath  of  the  kiotome  feparated 
from  the  blade. 

x  y  z,  The  femicircular  notch*  9  lines  in 
diameter. 

AB,  Length  of  the  Iheath*  6  inches  4 
lines  ;  width*  near  the  rings,  8  lines  ; 
near  the  femicircular  notch  7  lines. 

Diftance  from  the  extremity  B  to 
the  beginning  of  the  femicircular  notch  x, 
y  lines. 
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FIG.  III.  The  fteel  blade  of  the  k:otome,  out  of 
its  fheath. 

s  Ey  sJD .  The  blunt  Tides  ôf  the  blade,, 
thinner  than  the  middle. 

DE.  Sloping  edge  io  lines  in  length,  form¬ 
ing  the  Angle  DEs  of  35  deg. 
ss.  The  projecting  part  of  the  handle,  to 
prevent  the  blade  being  pufhed  too  for¬ 
ward  in  the  fheath. 
jjT.  Length  of  the  fhank,  x8  lines. 
ssE.  Length  of  the  blade,  6  inches  1 
line.. 

Width  of  the  blade  near  the  lhank  7  lines 

and  half,  in  the  middle  7  lines,  near 

«  ■  .  >  •  >*  *  / 1*  * 

the  edge  6  lines  and  half. 

It  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that  the  French  foot 
contains  13  Englifh  inches,  and  that  each  inch  is 
divided  into  12  lines.  The  meafure  of  the  annexed 
engraving  is  calculated  by  the  French  foot. 
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FRACTURES 

OF  THÊ 

OLECRANON. 


OBSERVATION  L 

JOHN  Baptift  Nicolas,  a  native  of  Paris,  45  years 
of  age,  of  a  bilious  temperament  and  ftrong 
conftitution,  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  the 
10th  Nov.  1790» 

Mr.  Default  examined  the  patient  in  bed,  and, 
although  he  was  perfedlly  fatisfied  of  the  exiftenee  of 
the  fradture  of  the  olecranon,  he  had  him  conduced 
to  the  theatre  and  re-examined,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  ftudents,  to  afford  them  a  perfonai  opportu¬ 
nity  of  remarking  the  charadteriftic  diftindtions  of 
this  fpecies  of  fradture.  The  patient  faid,  that  fix  hours 
fince  he  fell  on  his  right  elbow,  that  he  felt  an  acute 
pain  in  the  part,  and,  from  that  inflant,  was  incapable 
of  extending  the  fore-arm,  and,  on  attempting  it,  he 
felt  as  if  fomething  were  detached  from  the  elbow. 
The  fore-arm  was  half  bent,  accompanied  with  Con- 
fiderable  dwelling  and  echymofis  round  the  elbow. 
The  olecranon  was  drawn  up  higher  than  the  con-. 
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dyîes  of  the  humerus,  when,  from  the  pofition  of  the 
arm,  its  fituation  ftiould  have  been  neceflarily  lower. 

We  were  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  this  remark, 
by  placing  the  other  arm  precifely  in  the  fame  po¬ 
fition  :  between  the  fradlured  end  of  the  ulna  and 
the  olecranon  there  was  a  depreffion  fufHciently  large 
to  admit  the  finger,  which  was  much  more  percepti¬ 
ble  on  increafing  the  flexion  of  the  fore-arm:  when  the 
triceps  mufcle  was  in  a  ftate  of  contra&ion  it  dimi- 
niflied,  and  almoft  difappeared  by  extending  the  fore¬ 
arm,  and,  confequently,  producing  a  ftate  of  in- 
aftioja  in  that  mufcle,  the  olecranon  admitted  of 
fome  degree  of  motion  without  changing  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  the  ulna.  No  doubt  remaining  of  the  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  olecranon,  it  was  reduced  and  retained 
in  its  fituation  in  the  following  manner.  Whilft  two 
afliftants  extended  the  fore-arm,  one  turn  of  a  Angle 
headed  roller,  of  four  or  five  ells  length  and  three 
fingers  breadth,  moiftened  with  aq.  veg.  was  applied 
round  the  inferior  part,  and  continued  over  the  whole 

fore-arm  even  to  the  articulation.  The  fra£tured  ole- 

*  \ 

cranon  Swas  drawn  down  towards  the  ulna,  whilft  the 
fkin  was  drawn  upward,  by  an  afliftant,  to  prevent  it 
from  being  wrinkled;  for,  when  this  was  omitted, 
folds  were  apt  to  form  between  the  difunited  parts, 
and  prove  rather  an  impediment  to  the  reunion. 
When  the  finger  was  removed,  by  the  preflure  of 
which  the  olecranon  had  been  pufhed  againft  the  cu¬ 
bitus,  it  was  retained  in  its  fituation  by  a  turn  of  the 
roller,  which  was  paffed  from  the  fuperior  and  ante¬ 
rior  part  of  the  fore-arm  above  the  elbow,  then 
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paiTed  ôn  the  infide,  and  reflected  back  again  to  the 
anterior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  forming  a  bandage, 
in  the  fhape  of  a  figure  of  eight,  fimilar  to  what  is 
ufed  in  bleeding.  The  bandage  was  continued  as  high 
as  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm,  where  it  was  fixed 
by  a  circular  turn  :  a  flrong  fplint  was  then  applied  to 
the  whole  length  of  the  arm  and  fore*  arm,  but  a 
little  bent  at  the  articulation  to  prevent  the  com¬ 
plete  extenfion  of  the  fore-arm,  by  which  means  the 
end  of  the  fradtured  ulna  would  be  forced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  olecranon,  and  pufhed  more  forward 
than  the  other  fragment;  confequently,  the  union 
would  be  irregular.*  This  fplint  was  retained  with 

the 


*  Thefe  inconveniences,  arifing  from  keeping  the  arm  com¬ 
pletely  extended,  we  have  not  yet  had  opportunities  of  obferving. 
The  fubjedt  of  fradtures  of  the  olecranon  and  patella  have  been, 
by  the  generality  of  authors,  very  inaccurately  treated.  The  ' 
public  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Sheldon,  the  prefent  Profeflor  of 
Anatomy  to  the  Royal  Academy,  for  an  ingenious  eflay  on  tKis 
fubjedt  ;  and,  in  the  year  1782,  my  friend  Mr.  Haighton,  Lec¬ 
turer  on  Phyflology  at  Guy’s  Hofpital,  wrote  fome  remarks  on 
this  fpecies  of  fradture,  which  are  fubjoined  to  two  cafes  pub- 
Hfhed  in  the  9th  vol.  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  p.  382: 
in  the  ftrft  cafe,  the  ufe  of  the  arm  was  perfedtly  reftored  by 
the  obfervance  of  an  extended  pofition  ;  and  in  the  other, 
from  its  being  kept  in  a  hate  of  flexion,  its  ufe  was  en¬ 
tirely  loft.  As  thefe  remarks  are  written  with  clearnefs  and  per- 
fpicuity,  we  conceive  that  the  quotation  will  be  highly  acceptable 
to  our  readeis. 

“  In  the  preceding  cafes,  we  have  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
0  ferving  very  different  effedts  to  arife  from  the  fame  kind  of  ac« 

**  cident, 
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■:r  ■  ' 


/ 


(  48  ) 

the  remainder  of  the  roller,  and  the  limb  placed  on 
a  cufhion,  in  fuch  a  way  that  the  prefTure  fhould  be 

every 

“  cident,  according  to  the  particular  treatment  made  ufe  of 
“  in  each. 

“  In  the  firft,  the  patient  is  able  to  perform  all  the  motion^ 
“  to  which  the  arm  is  appropriated  :  in  the  laft,  it  is  exceedingly 
fC  limited,  and  attended  with  a  total  incapacity  to  ftretch  the 
“  elbow.  ■ 

tc  If  we  confider  the  mechanifm  of  the  joint,  with  the  attaçh- 

\ 

<f  ment  of  the  mufcles  by  which  it  is  moved,  we  fliall  find  thefe 
phænomena  admit  of  a  very  fimple  and  eafy  folution.  The 
<f  elbow  is  a  joint  admitting  of  flexion  and  extenfion,  {pronation 
“  and  lupination  I  fliall  pafs  over,  as  having  little  connedlion  with 
ft  the  prefent  cafe,)  for  which  purpofes  the  rounded  and  pulley- 
“  like  extremity  of  the  os  humeri  is  received,  and  moves  in  a 
<{  correfponding  cavity  of  the  ulna,  called  figmoid .  The  two  pro- 
t‘  cedes,  by  which  this  cavity  is  in  fome  degree  formed,  are  its 
<(  anterior,  called  coronoid ,  and  its  pofterior,  called  olecranon.  In 
tc  order  the  better  to  regulate  the  degree  of  flexion  and  extenfion, 
<c  there  are  two  cavities  fltuated  at  the  inferior  extremity  of  the 
t(  os  humeri  ;  one  on  the  anterior,  the  other  on  the  pofterior 
f‘  furface  :  into  thefe  the  two  procédés  of  the  ulna  are  occafionally 
“  received.  When  the  joint  is  in  its  greateft  degree  of  flexion, 
tc  the  coronoid  procefs  is  received  into  the  anterior  cavity  or 
“  fofla  ;  and,  when  in  the  greateft  degree  of  extenfion,  the  ex- 
tremity  of  the  olecranon  occupies  the  pofterior  fofla. 

“  In  order  to  communicate  motion  to  this  arrangement  of 

,  '  \  r  .  ‘  ' 

“  parts,  mufcles  are  flteated  in  various  diredlions  ;  but  the  muf. 
“  cle  by  which  extenfion  is  chiefly  performed,  (the  triceps  exten- 
“  for  cubiti,)  being  inferted  into  the  extremity  of  the  olecranon, 
“  has  an  attachment  peculiarly  advantageous  and  mechanical,  as 
“  it  is  thereby  at  fome  diflance  from  the  centre  of  motion,  con- 
se  fequently  lefs  exertion  will  be  neceflary  to  accomplifti  ex- 
*s  tendon» 
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.every  where  equal.  Two  days  after,  the  bandage 
became  loofe  :  in  confequence  of  the  abatement  of 
the  dwelling  and  ecchymofis,  it  was  re-applied,  and  re¬ 
peated  frequently  during  the  courfe  of  the  treatments 
Three  weeks  after  the  accident,  though  the  fraflure 
appeared  united  and  firm,  it  was  kept  extended  for 
two  days,  with  only  a  few  turns  of  the  roller  paflecl 

“  When  by  any  accident  this  procefs  is  broken  off,  tvyo  very 
important  changes  are  induced  upon  the  part.  Firfl,  the  lever 
that  enabled  the  mufcle  to  adt  fo  advantageoufly  is  removed.. 
ff  Secondly,  the  fpace  in  which  the  mufcle  adted  is  now  fhortened* 
Hence  that  bony  arranoement  that  was  before  fo  favourable  to 

,  -,  J  ’  ■  -'"ft.  :  i  *•  ;  .  *•»/  y 

fc  motion  is  now  deftrpyed,  and  the  mufcle,  by  whofe  agency 
“  this  eftedt  was  produced,  has  its  influence  exceedingly  limited, 
ft  at  leal!  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  and  even  admitting  time  tq 
accommodate  itfelf  to  adt  in  the  new  and  Shortened  fpace, 
ff  as  well  as  to  become  obedient  to  the  impulfe  pf  the  will,  kill 
f<  the  ftate  of  the  bone  will  continue  an  infuperable  impediment. 

<e  Note.  The  anconæus  aififts  in  extending  the  arm  ;  but,  being 
**  inferted  below  the  olecranon,  is  not  importantly  concerned  in  the 
prefent  cafe.  N 

“  Thefe  confiderations  naturally  lead  to  a  judicious  and  fuccefs- 
ful  pradtice,  the  rational  intention  being  to  reflore  the  parts  to 
ft  their  natural  fituation,  and  to  preferve  them  in  it.  To  accom- 
«  plifh  thefe  ends,  we  have  to  .confider  what  that  pofition  of  the 
ft  arm  is,  that  fullers  the  two  extreme  points  of  the  piufcle  to 
approach  the  neareft  ;  or,  in  other  words,  what  pofition  re- 
ft  laxes  the  extenfor  mufcle  in  the  greatpft  poflible  degree  ?  The 
ft  extended  one  is  indilputably  that  pofition,  confequently  every 
«  judicious  furgeon  will  pay  due  attention  to  this  in  pradtice;  and, 
tt  by  the  aid  of  a  bandage  applied  from  above  downward,  wj.tb 
«  other  mechanical  means  tending  to  keep  tl>e  fragments  in  ap- 
«  pofition,  and  as  near  contact  as  poflible,  he  will  have  eyery 
f‘  reafon  to  hope  for  and  expedt  fuccefs/’ 
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round  the  articulation:  every  kind  of  bandage  was 
then  left  off,  the  motions  of  flexion  and  extenflon 
were  performed  and  gradually  increafed  in  degree  till 
the  thirty- fifth  day  after  the  accident,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  examined  by  many  of  the  ftudents,  who 
were  not  able  to  difcover  the  leaft  deformity,  or 
even  the  trace  of  a  fradture,  and  he  recovered 
the  ufe  of  his  arm  as  perfectly  as  before  the  acci¬ 
dent. 

•  ‘  I.  -  r  " 

OBSERVATION  IL- 

[By  Mr.  Chqrin,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

Mary  Dufour,  a  wafher  -  woman,  refldent  at 
Neuilly,  near  Paris,  about  32  years  of  age,  of  a  fan- 
guineous  temperament  and  good  conftitution,  as  fhe 
was  carrying  a  heavy  burthen,  fell  and  fradtured  her 
elbow  :  fhe  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  4th  Dec. 
1789.  Two  days  after  the  accident,  though  the  parts 
were  fwelled,  and  fhe  was  rather  fat,  we  diftinguifhed 
eafily  it  was  a  fradture  of  the  olecranon,  by  the  cha- 
ladferiilic  diftindtions  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
cafe.  It  was  reduced  and  treated  precifely  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  pain  and  fymptoms  foon  ceafed, 
and  fhe  was  allowed  folid  food  the  next  day.  On 
the  fifth  day,  the  hand  v/as  flightly  fwelled,  but,  by 
loofening  the  bandage,  in  two  days  it  fubfided.  On 
the  twenty-fourth,  the  reunion  was  complete  and  thô 
dreflings  left  off.  The  rigidity  of  the  fore-arm,  wrift, 

and 
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and  fingers,  foon  fubfided  by  exereiffe,  and,  on  the 
thirtieth  day,  fhe  was  brought  to  the  Theatre  and 
difrpiffed,  as  perfedly  cured  as  the  fubjed  of  the 
preceding  cafe. 


OBSERVATION  III 
[By  Mr.  Chorin,] 

-V 

On  the  7th  of  Noy.  1790,  Margaret  Lagarde,  a 
native  of  Paris,  73  years  pf  age,  flipped  frojii  the 
fécond  ftair  of  a  flaircafe,  and  fradured  her  elbow» 
Three  days  after  the  accident  fhe  was  yifited  by  a 
furgeon,  who  attended  only  to  the  fwelling  and  ecchy- 
rnofis  that  furrounded  the  fore-arm  :  he  contented 
himfelf  with  applying  a  poultice,  without  regarding 
the  elbow,  to  which  the  patient  referred  as  the  im¬ 
mediate  feat  of  the  pain.  Eight  days  after,  the  fwell- 
Jng  fubfided,  but  the  pain  in  the  elbow  ftill  re¬ 
mained.  Mr.  Default  examined  the  patient,  and  di- 
redly  difcoyered  that  the  olecranon  was  fradyred, 
and  feparated  about  half  an  inch  from  the  ulya  :  *  thg 
treatment  of  the  cafe  was  the  fame  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  and  although  the  fragment  could  pot  be 
brought  in  perfed  contad,  from  the  Içngth  pf  time 
that  had  elapfed,  yet  the  union  completely  took  place 
by  the  twenty- eighth  day,  and  the  groove  between 
the  divided  parts  of  the  bone  could  fcarcely  bp  dif- 
jdnguifhed.  The  rigidity  of  the  fore-arm,  wrift, 

E  %  and 
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and  finders,  that  had  been  rendered  ftill  more  con» 

O  y 

fiderable  by  the  fwdling,  foon  yielded  to  exerciie, 
and,  on  the  forty-fix th  day  after  the  reduction,  the 
motions  of  thefe  parts  were  completely  reftored. 

The  ancients  have  tranfmitted  nothing  on  frabtures 
of  die  olecranon,  unlefs  we  admit  with  Dalechamps 
in  the  paflage  of  Paulus  Ægnetus,  Çubitus  frangi- 
tur  . .  .  circa  partem  ad  cubiti  gibbum.”*  The  mo¬ 
derns,  and  even  Petit  himfdf,  have  not  diflinguifhed 
this  from  other  frabtures  of  the  ulna.  The  ma- 
•  jority  of  prabtitioners,  milled  by  a  faife  theory,  and 
perluadtd  that  lois  of  motion  was  neceflarily  confer 
quent  to  all  frabtures,  connected  with  the  articula-? 
tions,  did  not  even  attempt  its  reduction  5  they  kept 
the  arm  in  a  fling  in  a  flex  pofition,  that  the  anchylolis 
might  be  as  little  inconvenient  as  poflible  ;  and  wflat 
tended  to  confirm  diem  in  their  error,  was,  that  the 
powers  of  extenflon  were  totally  loft  by  the  ob- 
fervance  of  the  extended  pofition,  and  the  mufcles 
remaining  for  fuch  a  length  of  time  ip  a  ftate  of 
inabtion. 

Duverney  is  the  firft  who  has  propofed  a  metho¬ 
dical  treatment  for  this  accident, f  This  frabture, 
he  fays,  is  to  be  diflinguifhed  by  the  circumftance 
of  die  frabture d  portion  being  drawn  up  by  the 
actions  of  the  extenfor  mufcles,  and  the  impaflibility 
of  moving  the  fore-arm,  which  refis  hanging  by  the 

*  De  Re  Medica,  lib.  VI.  cap.  100. 
f  Mai.  des»  Os,  tom,  1.  page  325. 
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fide  of  the  body  :  to  reduce  it,  he  extends  the  fore- 
arm,  and,  by  the  affiftance  of  his  thumbs,  puffies 
down  the  procels  of  the  olecranon,  and  retains  it  in 
this  fituation  by  means  of  a  thick  and  lirait  com- 
prefs,  placed  above  the  fradture  ;  over  that  a  circular 
comprefs,  and  a  bandage,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  what 
is  ufed  in  bleeding  ;  then  the  limb,  flightly  bent,  was 
placed  on  a  pillow,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  he  tried  to  avoid  an  anchylofis  by  gentle  and 
repeated  motion. 

Mr.  David*  attributes  the  anchylofis,  which  is 
often  confequent  to  the  fradture  of  the  olecranon,  to 
the  ignorance  of  the  furgeon.  Reft  and  extenfion  he 
thinks  eflentially  neceftary  to  the  re-union  ;  but  as 
foon  as  this  has  taken  place,  which  is  generally  about 
the  a 5th  day,  he  recommends  the  arm  to  be  gently 
moved,  and  to  be  increafed  in  degree  every  day  : 
he  obferves,  that,  if  too  much  extended,  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  ulna  will  be  forced  in,  and  the  union  will 
be  imperfect  or  the  motion  difficult. 

The  fubjedt  of  fradtures  of  the  olecranon  has,  cer¬ 
tainly,  not  yet  been  difculfed  with  fufficient  accuracy 
to  diredt  the  pradlice  of  young  pradlitioners,  part 
only  of -the  charadteriftic  diftindlions  are  to  be  found  ; 
and  Duverney’s  method  is  fubjedt  to  many  inconve¬ 
niences  ;  his  compreftes,  bandages,  &c.  may  eafily 
be  difplaced;  beftdes,  he  applies  nothing  to  prevent 
the  flexion  of  the  fore-arm  :  and,  if  the  bandage  is 
too  loofe,  the  oleoranon  will  not  be  retained  in  its 

*  Differt.  fur  les  Effets  du  Mouvement,  Sc c,  page  63  et  fulv. 
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fituation  ;  and,  if  too  tight,  much  fwelling  will  bè 
induced. 

This  expofition  will  be  fuflicient  to  enable  oui 
readers  to  judge  of  the  progrefs  of  furgery  in  the 
treatment  of  thefe  accidents,  and  we  are  happy  in  the 
communication  of  any  remarks  that  may  tend  to 
throw  light  on  fo  interefting  a  branch  of  practice,- 


Of  SuppreJJion  of  Urine* 

»■  *3 

Moft*  authors  have  confounded  fuppreflion  of 
urine  with  retention,  and  have  defcribed  them  both 
under  the  generical  name  of  ifchuria.  Some  have* 
however,  admitted  of  two  fpecies  j  one  true,  and  the 
other  fpurious  :  by  the  true  ifchuria  they  mean  when 
the  urine  is  contained  in  the  bladder  ;  ipurious,  when 
it  does  not  flow  into  that  vifcus;  but,  by  this  de- 
fcription,  we  do  not  acquire  a  juft  idea  of  this  dift 
eafe,  as  the  urine  may  be  flopped  in  the  ureters,  and 
flow  out  by  a  fiftulous  orifice,  and  ftill  the  fecretion 
go  on,  as  ufual,  in  the  kindeys.  It  is  important, 
however,  that  thefe  diftin&ions  flrould  be  carefully 
'attended  to  ^  for,  the  methods  we  fhould  adopt  to  ex¬ 
cite  fecretion  would  be  frequently  contrary  to  thofe  we 
might  employ  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  excretion.  It 

•  *  A  very  able  tréatife,  tin  the  difeafes  of  the  urinary  pafTages* 
has  been  written  by  Wm  Rutty,  M.  D.  being  the  Guiitonian 
Le&ure,  read  at  the  Theatre  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 
Condon,  in  the  year  1726. 
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would  be  le  fs  exceptionable  if  we  were  to  define  fup¬ 
preffion  of  urine,  a  difeafe  confequent  to  a  want  of 
fecretion  in  the  kidneys  ;  and  retention,  a  complaint 
occafioned  by  the  urine  being  obftruCted  in  fome  of 
the  excretory  pafiages. 

A  fuppreffion  may  be  either  total  or  partial  :  totals 
when  no  fecretion  takes  place  ;  and  partial,  when 
that  fecretion  is  not  fufficient  for  the  prefervation  of 
health.  Suppreffion  of  urine  fometimes  takes  place 
in  the  commencement  of  an  acute  inflammatory  fever, 
or  on  the  accefs  of  nervous  hyfterical  hypochondria¬ 
cal  afie&ions,  in  paroxylms  of  the  gout,  &c.  but  we 
do  not  mean  to  confider  the  difeafe  under  this  point 
of  view  ;  for,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  except  fome  examples 
we  fliall  mention,  this  fuppreffion  ceafes  with  the 
difeafe,  being  purely  fymptomatic,  and  its  degree 
is  influenced  by  the  force  and  duration  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  complaint.  An  idiopathic  fuppreffion  of  urine 
is  a  rare  cafe.  It  is  not  fufficient,  that  the  fecre¬ 
tion  of  urine  fhould  be  flopped  in  one  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  but  both  rnufl  be  affeCted  at  the  fame  time  to 
form  this  complaint.  It  is  true,  that  the  affinity 
and  conformity  of  ftruCture  of  thefe  two  glands  ren¬ 
der  their  difeafes  frequently  common  to  both  ;  but 
diffeCtion  has  fatisfaclorily  proved,  that  an  affe&ion 
of  one  will  not  neceffarily  affeft  the  other.  Among 
the  numerous  caufes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine,  we  fliall 
omit  thofe  that  have  no  connection  with  the  uri¬ 
nary  pafiages,  and  which  do  not,  abfolutely,  imply 
a  derangement  of  thofe  organs  :  inch  as  plethora,  a 
thickened  {late  of  the  blood,  excefiive  falivations, 

i 
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prbfufe  fweats,  obflinate  diarrhoeas,  and  dropfy,  ant! 
thofe  difeafes  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  ferofity  ; 
and  treat  only  of  thofe  that  immediately  influence  thé 
kidneys  and  impede  their  fund  ions.  Among  thcfe 

caufes  we  fhall  comprehend  obfirudiofts  to  the  courfe 
bf  the  blood  in  the  kidneys,  or  in  the  ureters,  &c„ 
bccafioned  by  blood,  mucus;  pus,  gravel5  or  ftones; 
inflammation,  gangrene,  ftippuration,  indufation,  fpafm; 
atony,  But,  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  fup- 

preflibn,  (till  thete  is  a  fufficient  number  of  fymp- 
toms  to  difiinguifh  one  from  the  other  :  in  general 
the  patients  experience  but  little  defire  to  make  wa¬ 
ter  -,  and,  when  they  do,  little  or  no  urine  is  evacuated; 
ho  tumour  is  felt  in  the  hypogaftric  region,  and,  when 
the  catheter  is  palled  into  the  bladder;  little  or  no 
trrine  is  difcharged  ;  pain,  more  of  lefs  acute,  is  felt 
in  the  lumbar  region,  they  complain  of  a  bad  tafte  irt 
the  mouth;  with  a  urinous  fro  ell;  they  are  afflided 
with  rraufea*  hiccup,  and  vomiting;  and  what  is  dif¬ 
charged,  and;  in  fad,  all  the  excretions  bf  the  body; 
exhale  a  urinous  odour.  If  the  difeale  dobs  not  give 
way,  a  difficulty  of  refpiration  frequently  comes  on  ; 
fori  it  times,  they  are  attache  1  with  coma,  convulfions; 
delirium,  &c,  The  prognoflic  mould  be  unfavoura¬ 
ble,  in.  conieqnence  of  diforders  induced  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  œconomy  by  the  retention  of  matters  that  ought 
to  be  evacuated  by  urine.  The  kidneys,  from  their 
fituation  and  ftrudure,  when  they  become  difeafed, 
often  produce  a  fatal  termination.  The  aqueous 
part  of  the  urine  is  only  feparated  by  the  kidneys, 
nor  have  we  any  evacuation  of  the  faits,  earth,  and  other 
'  iub- 
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Jubilances  contained  in  that  fecretion.  A  tufeefcëndé 
and  acrimony  in  our  fluids  are  the  inevitable  confe¬ 
rence  which  give  origin  to  a  number  of  dreadful 
fymptoms,  fuch  as  urinous  œdema,  gangrene,  dropfy> 
ardent  fever,  confumption,  &c.  it  is  true,  that  occa- 
iionally  thefe  fymptoms  are  either  prevented  or  re¬ 
tarded  by  the  exertions  of  nature,  who  carries  off  parts 
of  die  urine  by  other  emundtories,  as  the  fkin,  the 
ears,  the  noffrilsi  the  mouth,  the  breafts,  and  the 
anus.  Thefe  are  but  indifferent  iubftitutes  for  the 
kidneys  3  they  will  admit  the  evacuation  of  the  more 
watry  parts  of  the  urine,  whilft  the  others  remain,  and 
their  retention  produces  a  number  of  fymptoms 
which]  though  flow  in  progrefs,  are  not  lefs  formida¬ 
ble  iri  their  effebt.  We  have  feen  cafes  where  patients 
have  not  funk  under  this  difeafe  for  one  or  more 
years  3  but  generally  it  terminates  fatally  in  fifteen  or 
twenty  days]  or,  at  moft,  in  a  month.  No  ge¬ 
neral  indication  of  cure  can  be  offered  for  fuppreffiont 
of  urine  3  its  treatment  can  be  only  relative  3  diuretics 
and  many  pretended  fpecifics  have  been  exhibited  ; 
their  adlion  is  often  regulated  by  the  prefent  difpo- 
fition  of  the  difeafed  parts,  and  frequently  medicines 
of  contrary,  and  even  oppofite,  properties  are  fuc- 
cefsfully  given  in  the  fame  difeafe  when  the  caufe 
is  different  :  it  is  only  then  by  referring  to  each  indi¬ 
vidual  caufe  we  can  point  out  any  rational  indica¬ 
tions  of  cure. 

The  firft  caufe  is  an  obftrudtion  to  the  paffage  of 
the  blood  in  the  emulgent  veins  or  arteries.  A  li¬ 
gature  on  thefe  veffels,  in  living  animals,  leaves  no 

doubt 


(  s*  ) 

doubt  of  the  effedl  produced  for  want  of  circulation. 
All  animals,  fubmitted  to  this  experiment,  have  had 
fuppreffions  of  urine  and  urinous  vomitings.  The 
caufe,  as  exiffing  in  man,  has  not  been  proved  by 
actual  obiervation,  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  an 
aneurifm,  or  any  tumour,  fituated  in  the  courfe  of 
thefe  veffels,  might  produce,  by  their  compreffion, 
the  effedl  of  a  ligature.  Aneurifms  of  thefe  veffels 
we  Ihould  fuppofe  rarely  exift,  as,  in  the  number 
cf  fubjedls  fubmitted  to  diffedtion,  we  do  not  re¬ 
colle  cl  a  fmgle  inftance  ,*  but  ftill,  if  we  confider  the 
fize  of  the  emulgents,  and  the  force  with  which  the 
blood  is  propelled  into  them  by  the  adtion  of  the  aorta* 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  the  tumour  would  be 
adequate,  by  its  preffure,  to  prevent  the  influx  of  the 
blood  ;  it  is  more  probable  that  the  compreffing  mala 
would  be  elevated  by  each  contradlion  of  the  heart,, 
and  give  free  paffage  to  the  blood,  or  that  a  depref- 
fion  or  fulcils  might  be  formed  in  the  tumour  by  the 
confiant  pulfation  of  the  veffel  ;  and,  by  this  means, 
it  would  be  perfedtly  free  from  preffure.  But  it  ia 
very  different,  with  refpedl  to  the  veins  :  from  the 
thinnefs  of  their  coats  they  are  lefs  reflftant,  and,  in. 
confequence  of  the  flownefs  of  the  blood’s  circulation, 
and  its  impulfe  being  weak,  they  are  more  in¬ 
fluenced  by  compreffion  :  the  blood,  being  retained  in 
the  veins,  cannot  flow  into  the  arteries,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  the  ftagnation  of  the  bloody 

Fortunately  thefe  cafes  are  rare,  perhaps  only  exifl: 
in  theory  ;  and,  unlefs  thefe  tumours  were  fufficiently 
large  to  be  felt  under  the  parietcs  of  the  abdomen, 

there 
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there  îs  no  fÿmptom  by  which  we  can  pofitively  afh 
certain  their  exiftence,  and,  even  if  it  were  podible, 
we  have  very  few  indications  of  cure,  and  the  means 
employed  mud  have  reference  to  its  particular  na¬ 
ture: 

If  the  obftrtidHon  to  the  courfe  of  the  blood  fhould 
be  in  the  kidneys,  it  is  mod  probable  in  the  minute 
ramifications,  not  in  the  trunks  of  the  emulgent  ar¬ 
teries  or  veins  the  capillaries  may  be  obdrudted 
by  the  too  great  thicknefs  of  the  blood,  a  cafe  to 
which  weak  and  plethoric  habits  are  particularly 
fubjedl.  The  too  great  didention  of  the  veffels  im¬ 
pede  their  contradtion,  and  hence  arifes  a  languid 
circulation  ;  if,  in  this  fituation  of  the  patient,  there 
fhould  be  too  great  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
kidneys,  confequent  to  inflammation  excited  by  a 
blow,  or  by  the  abufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  or  by 
violent  exercife  ;  thefe  may  act  as  caufes  tending  to 
produce  a  fwelling  and  obdruction  in  the  kidneys, 
which  will  prevent  the  fecretion.  This  fpecies  of 
fuppreiilon  generally  comes  on  fuddeniy  ;  it  is  fome- 
times  preceded  by  crude  and  limped  urine,  which 
dimimfhes  by  degrees.  We  cannot  be  deceived  in 
the  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  ;  the  patient  does  not  com¬ 
plain  of  pain,  but  only  a  fenfe  of  weight  and  laffi- 
tude  in  the  lumbar  region,  without  fever.  This  fup- 
predion  is  not  dangerous,  and  yields  eadly  to  bleed¬ 
ing  and  diluting  liquors.  Bleeding  is  always  advan¬ 
tageous,  and  fometimes  produces  miraculous  effects. 
Patients  have  even  faid,  that  during  the  operation  of 
bleeding,  they  have  felt  the  urine  flow  from  the  kid¬ 
neys 
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foéys  into  the  bladder,  and  that  immediately  afterwards 
they  felt  a  violent  defire  to  make  Water.  If  this  fup- 
preffion  does  not  go  off,  it  will  be  followed  by  in-^ 
flamation  of  the  kidneys.  After  the  fuppreffion  pro- 
duced  by  the  obftrudtion  of  the  blood  in  their  ca¬ 
pillary  veffels,  an  obftrudtion  arifes  in  confequencè 
of  coagulated  blood  in  the  fe  ere  tory  veffels.  Bloody 
Urine,  which  precedes  this  fpecies  of  fuppreffion,  is 
one  of  the  pathognomonic  fymptoms*  If  the  dif- 
charge  is  abundant,  and  exifts  for  many  days  previous 
to  the  fuppreffion,  the  countenance  will  be  pale,  the 
pulfe  fmall  and  intermittent,  and  every  fymptom  will 
occur  confequent  to  a  confiderabie  lofs  of  blood, 
There  is  little  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  unie fs  the 
fuppreffion  arifes  from  a  blow  or  a  fall  ;  in  this  cafe 
the  pain  is  confiderabie,  but  ftill  it  is  more  con¬ 
fined  to  the  mufcles  of  the  loins  than  to  the  kidneys. 
If  the  difeharge  of  bloody  urine  fhould  continue,  and 
the  patient  will  bear  evacuation  ;  bleeding,  &c.  fhould 
be  had  recourfe  to:  our  indications  are  then  to  di¬ 
lute  the  coagula  and  procure  its  evacuation  ;  at  ftrft* 
plenty  of  diluting  fluids  fhould  be  drank,  and  then 
gentle  aperients  might  be  exhibited  :  give*  for  ex¬ 
ample,  a  ptiian  of  the  root  of  ftrawberry-plants,  reft* 
harrow,  and  caltrop,  fharpened  by  a  few  grains  of  nitre* 
and  their  effedts  feconded  by  the  application  of  emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  to  the  lumbar  region  :  reft  is  ad- 
vifeable,  as  exercife  might  tend  to  reproduce  the 
difeharge  of  bloody  urine.  Though  its  natural  courfe 
may  be  re-eftablifhed,  home  clots  of  blood  may  re^ 
main  in  the  urinous  canal*  and  form  a  nucleus  for  a 
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ft  one  j  for  we  know,  by  experience,  how  eafliy  thefe 
concretions  form,  in  confeqtience  of  the  precipitation 
of  calcareous  earth,  when  any  of  thefe  extraneous  fub* 
fiances  are  met  with  in  the  urinary  paflages. 

Obflru£lions  in  the  fecretpry  parts  of  the  kidneys 
by  infpifïàted  mucus  cannot  be  fupported  by  abfo- 
lute  fa6l,  but  yet  it  is  admitted  by  many  authors, 
who  cannot  deny  the  poflibility  of  its  exiftence  ;  but 
ftill  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  relate  the  fymptoms 
which  diftindtly  mark  this  capfe,  as  they  are  vague, 
uncertain,  and  not  to  be  depended  on. 

Pus  in  the  kidneys,  &c.  adduced  as  a  courfe  of 
obftruélion,  is  liable  to  the  fame  doubt,  nor  can  it 
be  fatisfa6lorily  proyed, 

That  a  fupprefllon  may  be  produced  by  pus  in  the 
kidneys  is  not  to  be  denied^  but  ftill  it  is  not  by  ob- 
ftrudlion  in  their  canals,  but  by  their  definition,  or 
by  being  comprefied  above  the  fphere  of  their  adlion  $ 
but,  whether  the  idea  is  true  or  falfe,  pus,  in  thefe 
panais,  may  be  confequent  to  metaftafls,  or  produced 
by  inflammation  of  the  vifcera,  or  by  tranfuding 
through  the  coats  of  the  veflels. 

Thus  we  fee  a  uniform  fecretion  tranfmitted  through 
the  internal  membrane  of  the  nofe,  and  the  urethra, 
after  the  exiftence  of  inflammation.  But  even  ad¬ 
mitting  the  prefence  of  pus  in  the  kidneys  by  me¬ 
taflafis,  we  do  not  fee  how  the  fecretory  dudls  can 
be  obflrucled  ;  if  the  confidence  was  thick  it  could 
hot  pafs  thefe  minute  veflels,  but  would  mix  with  thç 
blood  ;  but,  to  pals  by  the  urinary  dudts,  it  mufl  pot 
fefs  the  fame  tenuity,  &c.  as  that  fecretion.. 

T!,k 


The  commemorative  fymptoms  only  can  indicate 
this  fpecies  of  fuppreffion  :  in  the  firft  cafe,  it  ffiould 
be  preceded  by  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  j  in  the 
fécond,  by  the  hidden  difappearance  of  fuppuration 
in  fome  other  part  of  the  body,  and  the  pus,  which 
would  be  remarked  in  the  urine  previous  to  the  fup- 
preflion. 

We  can  place  more  reliance  on  the  effedts  of 
diluting  remedies.  Purges  and  vomits  have  alio 
been  recommended  -,  thele  laft  are  faid  to  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  ufeful  in  procuring  the  expullion  by  the  agi¬ 
tation  produced  in  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  belly. 

Qbltrndtion  of  the  urinary  dudes  is  difficult  to  ex¬ 
plain.  We  have  known  initances  of  patients  voiding 
worms  by  urine,  and  they  have  been  frequently  dif~ 
covered  in  the  bladder,  but  their  adtual  exiltence  in 
the  kidneys  is  difficult  to  prove,  although  Zacutus, 
Lufltanus,  Plollier,  and  fome  others,  pofitively  af- 
fert  they  have  feen  them,  but  probably  they  were 
deceived  by  fome  filaments  of  coagulated  blood, 
having  a  vermi-form  appearance,  or  thele  worms 
were  generated  after  death,  and  produced  by  putre? 

V-  y, 

fadtion. 

The  moll  frequent  and  ferious  caufes  of  fuppref¬ 
fion  of  urine  are  {tones  and  gravel  in  the  kidneys  : 
other  caufes  are,  for  the  moil  part,  conjedtural.  Nu¬ 
merous  diflfertations  have  explained  this  derangement 
in  the  natural  fundtions,  but  molt  unfortunately  they 
throw  no  light  on  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe.  The 
effedts  of  art  are  inadequate  to  its  cure  ;  and,  at  pre¬ 
fers,  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  it  to  the  refources 
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of  nature,  and  to  leave  to  future  generations  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  a  more  rational  method. 

Inflammation  of  the  kidneys  is  generally  accom¬ 
panied  with  fuppreffion,  and  the  inflammation  of  one 
kidney  is  very  apt  to  extend  to  the  other,  and,  by 
.this  means,  influence  both. 

Independent  of  general  caufes,  the  kidneys  arc 
fubjed  to  be  afledted  by  particular  fpecies  of  inflam¬ 
mation,  diuretics,,  the  internal  exhibition  or  external 
application  of  cantharides.  Hones  in  the  kidneys,  long 
retention  of  the  urine  in  the  bladder,  or  in  the  ureters, 
or  even  in  the  kidneys  themfelves,  or,  in  fliort,  any 
■circumflance  that  will  excite  an  increafed  determi¬ 
nation  of  .blood  will  produce  inflammation  of  thefe 
parts. 

,  When  the  kidneys  are  inflamed,  the  urine  is  fome- 
times  fuddenly  and  fometimes  gradually  fuppreffed, 
nor  does  it  take  place  totally  till  towards  the  third 
or  fourth  day.  Under  thefe  circumftances  the  urine 
is  at  fir  A:  pale  and  limpid,  then  red  ;  the  patient  ex¬ 
periences  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  ardor  urinæ,  fharp  and  pulfatory  pains  in 
the  lumbar  region,  which,  though  confiant,  increafe 
more  towards  evening  than  morning,  flronger  in  in¬ 
spiration  than  expiration,  and  are  increafed  by  the 
efforts  of  making  water,  by  riding,  by  lying  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  coughing,  &c. 
but  the  pain  is  not  increafed,  as  in  the  lumbago, 
by  preffure  on  the  lumbar  region,  or  by  bend¬ 
ing  and  extending  the  trunk.  One  circumflance  par¬ 
ticularly  marks  this  fpecies  Qf  pain,  namely,  its  pro¬ 
pagation 
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pagation  along  the  courfe  of  the  ureters  to  the  bkd? 
fier  and  to  the  glans  penis  ;  it  extends  even  to  the 
tefticles  themfelves,  caufes  them  to  contrad,  and  is 
often  accompanied  with  a  fenfe  of  numbnefs  in  the 
groin  and  the  anterior  part  of  the  thigh»  When 
thefe  pains  become  violent,  the  pulfe  is  generally 
hard,  frequent,  and  full,  the  fever  ardent,  the  belly 
painful,  particularly  on  preflfure  ;  fometimes  it  is  foft 
and  fometimes  Jiard  and  diflended  ;  conftipation  of 
the  bowels  comes  on  yyith  flatus,  accompanied  with 
hiccups,  naufea,  vomiting,  and  the  infenflble  perfpiT 
ration  exhales  a  urinous  odour. 

Inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  like  all  other  inflam¬ 
mations,  may  terminate  in  refolution,  fuppuration, 
gangrene^  or  fchirrus.  Our  curative  intentions  fliould 
be  di  reded  to  the  firft  by  an  obfervance  of  a  plap 
ftridly  antiphlogift.ic,  bleeding,  whiqh  fliould  be  re¬ 
peated  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  and 
the  violence  of  the  fyipptoms,  leeches  fliould  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  verge  of  the  arms,  warm  baths,  emollient 
clyfters,  fomentations,  cupping-glafles  to  the  lumbar 
region,  refrefliing  and  relaxing  drinks,  emulfions, 
whey,  décodions  of  linfeed,  marfh-mallows,  and  dog’s 
tooth,  with  a  few  grains  of  nitre  diflblved. 

When  there  is  reafon  to  exped  refolution,  it  hap¬ 
pens  generally  on  the  ieventh  day  from  the  invaflon 
of  the  difeafe  :  it  is  preceded  by  the  gradual  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  fymptoms,  the  fenfe  of  heat  in  the 
kidneys  dimmifhes,  the  pain  is  leis,  the  pulfe  foft, 
lefs  frequent,  and  more  régulai*,  the  urine  is  dis¬ 
charged.  as  ufual,  inftead  of  being  aqueous  or  of  a 
-  red 
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red  colour,  they  become  turbid,  and  precipitate  a 
plentiful  and  puriform  fediment  at  the  bottom  of 
fhe  yeffel. 

If  the  feventh  day  paffes  without  an  attack  of  fever? 
,the  pain,  and  other  fy mpto ms  of  inflammation,  fen- 
fibly  diminiih,  and  fuppuration  or  gangrene  of  the 
kidneys  is  £o  be  feared.  We  Should  expehl  that  the 
heat,  pain,  (and  inflammation,  of  the  kidneys,  mull 
neceflarily  diminifh  after  the  procefs  of  fuppuration 
and  the  fymptoms  of  fever  ;  but  ftili,  after  fome  days, 
they  return  with  increafed  violence,  with  a  fenfe  of 
weight,  tenfion,  and  pufling-in  the  part;  and  the 
ftiffnefs  and  numbnefs  in  the  groin,  and  the  anterior 
part  of  the  thighs,  increafes  and  changes  into  violent 
pain* 

A 

The  matter  in  the  kidneys  is  more  or  le  Is  exten- 
five  in  its  effedbs  :  fometimes  they  are  entirely  de¬ 
stroyed,  fometimes  only  a  part;  but,  in  either  cafe, 
the  pus  may  be  evacuated  in  different  ways  ;  by  urine, 
or  the  inteftinum  colon  may  be  pierced,  and  it  may 
be  evacuated  by  Itool  ;*  or  a  tumour  may  be  formed 

m 

*  The  evacuation  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  matter  by  Itool 
may  be,  perhaps,  difficult  fatisfadtorily  to  explain  :  it  might,  cer¬ 
tainly,  arife  from  the  ulcerative  procefs  taking  place  between  the 
kidney  and  the  colon,  and  furrounding  adhefive  inflammation  ari¬ 
sing  between  that  inteftine  and  the  kidney,  by  y/hich  means  the 
pus  would  not  be  extravafated  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  but 
would  pals  readily  into  the  colon,  and  thence  to  the  redtum. 
Difiedtion  has  afforded  inftances,  in  fome  degree  analogous,  where 
this  procefs  has  appeared  to  take  place  between  the  gall-bladder 
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in  the  loins,  which  may  break  fpontaneoufly.  We 
are  apprized  of  the  burfting  of  the  abfcefs  by  the 
courte  of  urine  being  eftablifhed,  and  being  mixed 
with  pus,  and  iometimes  (mail  portions  of  coagulated 
blood  are  to  be  difcovered,  which  have  been  de¬ 
tached  from  the  kidney  by  fuppuration  ;  and  there 
is  left  in  the  kidneys  an  ulcerated  pouch,  which  re¬ 
mains  to  be  deterged  and  healed.  To  anfwer  this  in¬ 
dication,  the  balfâmic  juices  are  much  praifed,  fuch 
as  the  balfàms  of  Copaiba,  Peru,  and  Mecca  j 
and  turpentine  in  very  fmall  dofes  5  lime  and  mi¬ 
neral  waters  have  been  alfo  recommended,  but 
thefe  will  not  agree  in  all  cafes  ;  for,  by  their  ftimu- 
lating  qualities,  they  are  apt  to  induce  a  dilpofi- 
tion  to  confumption.  The  ufe  of  new  cow  or  affes’ 
.milk,  hydromel  or  barley  water,  are  not  liable  to 
the  fame  objections,  and  will  ferve  to  correct  the 
acrimony  of  the  urine  as  well  as  nourifh  the  pa¬ 
tient.  Even  if  one  kidney  fhould  be  deltroyed 
by  fuppuration,  a  cure  may  be  effected  ;  for,  in 
fuhjeCts  that  have  been  fubmiçted  to  diffeCtion, 
a  thick  membranous  fubflance  has  often  been  dis¬ 
covered  inftead  of  a  kidney. 

When  pus  pierces  the  colon,  it  is  known  by  its 
evacuation  by  Pool,  and  the  fudden  difappearanee 
of  the  fymptoms:  mild  drink  and  clyfters  (lightly 
deterfive  are  the  means  we  may  employ  j  and,  though 


and  the  duodenum,  by  which  means  gall -Hones,  of  a  confiderabîe 
ifrze,  have  palled  direétly  into  that  intedine,  without  palling  the 


du£tus  communis  choledicus. 
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the  elfe  is  certainly  attended  with  great  danger,  yet 
it  lorn t. times  admits  of  a  natural  cure. 

If,  to  tire  lyrnpcoms  of  inflammation  and  fuppura- 
tion,  there  ihouid  fucceed  a  tumour  in  the  lumbar 
region,  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  its  nature  ;  for  this 
reaion  k  lias  been  recomrnended  not  to  aeter  the 
opening,  for  rear  the  pus  ihouid  be  vitiated,  and  be 
effuied  in  the  cavity  or  tire  pelvis,  inflead  of  ihew- 
ing  a  diipohtion  to  break,  externally:  but,  perhaps, 
thi  s  idea  is  carried  too  far ,  for,  we  have  had  more 
than  one  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  nature  feems 
diipofed,  in  collections  or  mauei  in  the  lower  belly, 
to  evacuate  it  externally,  by  the  formation  of  a  tu¬ 
mour,  which,  if  not  opened,  no  internal  effufion  is 
to  be  apprehended  ;  for,  fooner  or  later,  it  will  be 
brought  to  the  furface  :  but  we  do  not  mean  to  fay, 
that  the  practice  of  deferring  the  opening  of  thefe 
tumours  is  to  be  advanced  as  a  general  precept,  for 
it  would  be  neceflary  to  adduce  a  number  of  fads 
to  fupport  this  as  a  univerfal  rule. 

Our  pradice  fhould  be  cautious  and  deliberate  :  for 
fome  days,  we  might  content  ourfelves  with  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  emollient  cataplafms,  and,  when  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  open  the  tumour,  we  fhould  make  our  in- 
cifion  from  above  downwards,  and  through  its  whole 
length  :  if  the  hemorrhage  llrould  be  confiderable 
enough  to  weaken  the  patient,  we  mud  tie  the  vef- 
fels  ;  but,  as  the  branches  of  the  lumbar  arteries  are 
generally  fmall,  the  application  of  lint  dipt  in  colo¬ 
phony,  with  compreffes  and  a  bandage,  will  be  iuf- 
ficient.  The  wound  fhould  afterwards  be  drelfed 
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with  lint  dipt  in  linimentum  arcæi,  applied  to  the 
bottom  of  the  abfcefs*  and  the  lips  kept  feparated 
by  a  dofhl  of  lint  dipt  in  the  fame  application,  and 
an  emollient  poultice  applied  over  the  whole.  It 
is  necelfary  to  keep  the  orifice  open,  and  to  heal 
the  wound  from  the  bottom  i  it  is  not  always  in 
our  power  to  heal  thefe  wounds  without  fiftulous 
onhccs,  through  which  the  urine  paifes,  but  for¬ 
tunately  they  are  not  dangerous.  A  number  of  cafes 
have  happened  of  this  defcription*  where  the  life  of 
the  patient  was  tolerably  comfortable*  ând  prolonged 
to  its  ordinary  period,  but  we  mull  be  attentive  to 
keep  thefe  fiftulous  orifices  open  to  prevent  a  reten¬ 
tion,  which  might  be  done  by  the  introduction  of  a 
canula  of  the  elaftic  gum*  with  a  thread  tied  round  thé 
extremity,  and  covered  with  a  diacylon  plafter  :  it  is 
necefiary  to  found  thefe  fiftulæ  occafionally*  as  their 
continuance  may  be  oceafioned  by  a  ftone  in  the 
kidneys,  or  in  the  courfe  of  the  fiftula  :  their  extrac¬ 
tion  is  generally  eafy  *  the  mode  will  be  mentioned 
when  we  treat  on  the  extraction  of  extraneous  bodies  : 
but  when  the  pus  is  (Milled  in  the  cellular  fubftance* 
along  the  courfe  of  the  ureters,  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  death  is  inevitable  *  but  ftill  there  is  a  pro¬ 
bability  that  the  pus  may  pafs  under  the  peritoneum* 
and  form  a  tumour  in  the  groin,  or  at  Poupart’ s  liga¬ 
ment  -,  but  the  rarity  of  thefe  cafes  leave  us  little  to 
hope. 

The  interference  of  art  by  opening  thefe  tumors 
tnay  be  ufeful,  but  it  is  befl  to  leave  them  to  the 
efforts  of  nature  *  for  we  learn  by  experience*  that 
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the  prâdlice  of  opening  thefe  fpccies  of  tumours  is 
generally  fatal,  unlefs  we  reach  tne  feat  of  the  iuppu- 
ration.  The  pus  changes  in  colour  and  confidence, 
fever  comes  on,  and  the  patient  finks  in  a  few  days.* 
But,  in  general,  there  is  lefs  to  be  apprehended  when 
the  matter  remains  where  it  was  originally  formed} 
this  fluid  may  be  abforbed  and  paffed  off,  by  urine, 
by  ftool,  or  by  the  infenfible  perforation.  We  may 
prefume  this  effect  has  taken  place,  when  the  fymp- 
toms  confequent  to  inflamadon  and  fuppuration  fud- 
denly  dilappear.  If  the  patient  is  fufficientiy  ftrong,  the 
regimen  need  not  be  altered  -,  but,  if  exhaufted  by  the 
difcharge,  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to  cordials,  diapho¬ 
retics,  &c*  and  the  cure  terminated  by  gentle  and 
repeated  purges,  properly  regulated.  Schirrus  of  the 
kidneys  is  not  always  the  refuit  of  inflammation,  it 
is  often  fubfequent  to  chronic  affedtions  of  different 
kinds.  Thefe  glands  fome times  grow  to  an  enormous 
fize,  they  have  been  even  known  to  fill  up  the  cavity 
of  the  lower  belly  they  are  fometimes  foft,  and 
contain  hydatids,  or  facs  containing  urine  or  puss 
fometimes  they  are  hard  and  fchirrus,  and,  in  thefe 
lafb  cafes,  fuppreffion  takes  place  by  degrees  ;  and,  if 
one  kidney  fhould  only  be  affedted,  no  difference  is  ob- 
ferved  in  the  fecretion  of  urine  ;  nor  is  the  difeafe 
indicated  by  any  pofitive  fymptom,  either  of  pain* 

*  The  fudden  tranflation  of  matter  from  thefe  abfceffes  does 
not  always  prove  fatal,  unlefs  the  metaftafis  fhould  effeft  the 
brains,  lungs,  or  liver. 

$  Journal  des  Savants,  1678. 
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fever,  or  heat,  ifl  the  region  of  the  kidneys  :  except 
when  the  iweiling  is  confiderable,  and  the  mmol’ 
large,  then  there  is  fome  pain  and  a  fenfe  of  weight 
in  the  part  :  the  anterior  branches  of  the  hrft  pair  of 
lumbar  nerves  are  compreffed,  and  a  numbnefs  is  felt 
in  the  groin  and  in  the  anterior  parts  of  the  thigh  $ 
and,  it  fometimes  increafes  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
prevent  the  patient  from  walking.  This  induration 
of  the  kidneys  is  rarely  curable,  and  is  often  followed 
by  dropfy  and  afcites.  But  if  the  cafe  is  recentj 
and  the  patient  young,  there  is  a  profpecc  of  recovery. 
The  cure  ihould  be  attempted  by  aperient  diuretics 
and  refolvents.  If  one  kidney  fhould  be  only  affieéfed, 
the  patient  may  live  a  long  time  without  much  incon¬ 
venience.  When  the  kidney  becomes  grangrenous, 
it  is  always  fatal  :  at  firft,  the  violence  of  the  fyrnp- 
toms  are  mitigated,  and  the  patient  is  more  eafy  ;  but 
the  fuppreffion  ftill  continues,  accompanied  with  cold 
urinous  fweats,  the  pulfe  fmall  and  intermittent,  the 
countenance  livid,  and,  in  fhort,  ail  the  fymptoms 
of  approaching  death.  A  fuppreffion  of  urine  may 
arife  from  fpaim  and  palfy  of  the  kidneys.  The  func¬ 
tions  of  thefe  vifcera,  like  all  other  fecretory  organs, 
depend  on  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  irritability,  called 
vital  energy,  which  gives  that  tone  to  the  vafcular 
fyftern  that  is  neceffiary  to  circulation  and  fe cretion. 

If  this  energy  is  too  much  ftimulated,  there  refults  an 

>  *  .  .  ,  «  ♦  * 

excefs  of  aCtion  in  the  veffels,  and  a  fpalmodic  con¬ 
traction,  which  is  unfavourable  to  tire  admiffiion  of 
fluids  in  the  fmall  fecretory  veffiels.  If  this  energy 
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is  too  weak,  and  ceafes  to  aét  as  in  the  pally,  no  reaction, 
takes  place,  nor  are  the  fluids  admitted  into  thole 
veifels  where  fecretion  is  performed.  Spafm  of  the 
kidneys,  may  be  occafioned  by  rheumatic,  pforic, 
and  dartrous,  affedtions  of*  thofe  parts,  from  the 
paffions  of  the  mind,  anger,  melancholy,  and  fear  ; 
it  may  take  place  in  tétanos,  in  nervous  fevers,  more 
particularly  in  hyfteria  -,  but  then  this  fpafm  of  the 
kidneys  is  only  confequent  to  univerfal  fpalm  ;  and,  as 
we  have  before-oblèrved,  this  fupprefTion  lafts  no 
longer  than  the  original  difeaie,  of  which  it  is  only 
fymptomatic,  and  generally  terminates  in  a  few  days  ; 
but  there  have  been  inltances  in  hylterical  ajffedlions, 
of  fuppreflions  of  urine  lading  forty  days.* 

SupprefTion  of  urine  from  fpafm  often  takes  place 
fuddenly,  the  pulfe  is  hard,  and  pain  is  experienced  in 
the  lumbar  region. 

Diuretics,  relaxants,  bleeding,  warm  bathing,  and 
cataplafms  to  the  loins,  will  fometimes  cure  this  fup- 
preiïion.  If  the  fpafm  fhouki  arife  from  any  particular 
acrid  humour  of  the  kidneys,  we  fhould  have  recourfe 
to  the  cautery,  feton,  and  the  application  of  moxa  to 
the  lumbar  region.  Palfy  of  the  kidneys  may  be 
the  conlequence  of  old  age,  free  living,  abufe  of 
diuretics,  frequent  retentions  of  urine,  occafioning 
detentions  of  the  urinary  dudts.  When  fupprefTion 
is  occafioned  by  a  palfy  of  the  kidneys,  it  comes  on 
gradually,  the  urine  is  limpid  and  inodorous,  with  no 
fever,  heat,  or  pain,  in  the  lumbar  region.  Tonic 

*  Acad,  des  Sciences,  1715.  A&a  Eruditorum,  Nov.  1726. 
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remedies  are  here  particularly  indicated.  In  a  general 
palfy,  mineral  waters,  bark,  and  warm  diuretics,  may 
be  given  with  fuccefs  ;  but,  for  a  paralytic  affedion  of 
the  kidneys,  there  is  no  particular  indication  of  çure. 


Extract  from  a  Memoir  of  Mr .  Default ,  on  the  Luxa* 
tion  of  the  inferior  Extremity  of  the  Radius ,  read 
at  a  Meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery  in  1777. 

MR,  Default  propofes,  in  this  memoir,  to  prove 
fatisfadoriiy  the  poffibility  of  this  dislocation 
of  the  radius,  and  to  fupport  it  by  facts  ;  for  no 
authors,  who  have  hitherto  treated  on  the  difeafes  of 
the  bones,  have  mentioned  this  fpecies  of  derangement. 
If  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  articulation  of  the 
two  bones  of  the  fore  arm  as  connedçd  together,  we 
fee  that  luperiorly  in  the  motions  of  pronation,  and 
fupination,  the  ulna  refis  immoyeabie  on  its  axis. 
It  admits  of  flight  flexion  and  extenfion,  the  edge  of 

1 

the  head  of  the  radius  turns  in  the  hgmoid  cavity  of 
the  ulna,  without  feparating  from  that  cavity.  The 
ligaments  of  this  articulation  rarely  admit  of  diftenfion  $ 
and,  for  this  reafon,  this  dislocation  rarely  happens. 
But,  luxations  of  the  inferior  extremity,  from  its 
greater  extent  of  motion,  and  the  comparative  weak- 
nefs  of  the  articulation  and  ligaments,  more  frequently 

peenr  ; 
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Occur:  befides,  in  the  motion  of  pronation,  the 
head  of  the  ulna,  without  turning,  is  carried  back¬ 
wards*  by  the  flight  extenfion  of  that  bone,  and  gets 
rather  behind  the  figmoid  cavity  of  the  radius  ; 
whilft  this  bone,  turning  on  its  axis  from  behind 
foiward,  is  pufhed  before  the  head  of  the  ulna  :  the 
anterior  part  of  the  capfular  ligament  is  then  relaxed, 
whilft  the  pofterior  becomes  ftretched  in  that  part 
where  the  luxation  is  difpofed  to  take  place.  In  the 
motions  of  fupination,  the  refpeCtive  changes  of  the 
radius  and  the  ulna  are  precifely  the  reverfe,  viz.  the 

head  of  the  ulna  is  carried  forwards,  without  revol- 

» 

ving  ;  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  radius  is  carried 
backwards,  and  turns  on  its  axis  the  fame  as  be¬ 
fore. 

The  capfular  ligament  is  relaxed  pofteriorly,  and 
is  ftretched  on  that  fide  where  the  head  of  the  ulna 
is  pufhed  before  the  figmoid  cavity  of  the  radius  : 
the  manner  in  which  the  articulation  is  formed  of 
the  inferior  extremity  of  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm, 
and  the  changes  occaftoned  by  their  hidden  motions, 
render  this  part  fubjed  to  luxation  ;  which  will  take 
place,  if,  from  the  convulfive  a&ions  of  the  mufcles, 
or  by  the  application  of  external  force,  its  motions 
are  unnaturally  extended  :  in  this  cafe,  the  radius 
will  be  difunited  from  the  connection  of  the  articu¬ 
lation  with  the  ulna,  and  will  be  pufhed  more  for- 

*  Mr.  Default,  in  this  defcription,  fuppofes  the  patient  in  an 
ereft  poiture,  the  arms  in  the  direction  of  the  trunk,  and  the  palms 
•f  the  hand  turned  forward. 


G 


ward 


(  74  ) 


ward  in  a  (late  of  pronation,  and  more  backward 
in  a  Hate  of  fupination.  Difle&ion  has  proved  that 
the  preceding  remarks  are  well  founded,  and  they  are 
farther  confirmed  by  obfervations  on  the  living  fubjeél. 

Observation  I. 

In  a  fiibiefb  brought  to  the  Theatre  for  difledtion, 
Mr.  Default  obferved  that  both  the  fhoulders  were 
diflocated  forward,  there  was  a  mal-conformation  of 
the  fore- arm,  and  neither  that  or  the  hand  would 
admit  of  complete  extenfion  j  the  motions  of  pro- 
nation  and  fupination  were  very  limited:  on  the  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  fore-arm  a  hard  eminence  was  ob¬ 
ferved,  and  a  depreffion  on  the  oppofite  fide.  Thefe 
preternatural  appearances  induced  Mr.  Default  to  dif- 
fedt  the  parts  with  confiderable  attention  :  the  hand 
was  cedematous,  the  flexor  tendons  were  pufhed  out¬ 
wards  and  adhered  to  the  fkin,  the  figmoid  cavity  of 
the  radius  was  filled  with  cellular  fubftance,  inftead 
of  cartilage,  which  naturally  furrounds  it  ;  the  arti¬ 
cular  ligament,  which  is  between  the  ulna  and  the 
os  pyramidale,*  fcarce  touched  more  than  the  head 
of  the  ulna,  and  had  followed  the  radius  backwards. 
The  head  of  the  ulna  was  fituated  before  the  fig- 
moid  cavity  of  the  radius,  and  relied  on  one  of  the  offa 
fefamoidea,  to  which  it  was  attached  by  capfular 
ligament. 

•  The  French  fometimes  give  this  name  to  the  os  trapezoides. 
Vide  Did:.  Raifonné  d’ Anatomie  et  de  Fhyûologie,  page  274, 
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•  a,  * 

As  Mr*  Default  was  unacquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  the  cafe  during  life,  the  caufes  of  thefe  appear¬ 
ances  could  not  be  explained  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  the 
radius  could  not  have  been  carried  backwards,  but 
oy  a  force  adequate  to  produce  the  motion  of  fu- 

pination.  This  conjecture  appears  feafible  by  the 

* 

following  experiment: 

Having  laid  bare  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm  of 
many  fubjects,  every  time  that  the  inferior  extremity 
of  the  radius  was  carried  backwards,  and  that  this  motion 
was  forced  in  a  Hate  of  fupination,  the  capfular  liga¬ 
ment  broke  anteriorly,  and  the  head  of  the  ulna  paffed 
through  the  aperture,  and  was  fituated  before  the  ra¬ 
dius  :  but,  when  the  fore-arm  was  moved  forwards, 
and  pronation  produced,  the  radius  was  carried  be¬ 
fore  the  ulna,  and  the  capfular  ligament,  tearing  pof- 
teriorly,  admitted  the  head  of  this  bone  to  flip  out 
of  its  fituation. 

Thefe  experiments  and  remarks  leave  no  doubt  on 
the  nature  and  poffibility  of  the  luxation  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  extremity  of  the  radius,  but  they  afford  nothing 
but  conjecture  on  the  caufes,  fymptoms,  and  modes 
of  cure  :  this  information  is  to  be  acquired  only  by 
obfervation  on  the  living  fubject. 

Observation  IL  > 

Mr.  Default  was  fent  for  to  a  child  of  5  years  of 
age,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  fratured  her  arm. 
He  was  informed,  by  the  parents,  that,  when  in  bed, 

G  a  a  young 
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a_  vdang  man  playing  with  her  arm,  by  ufing  too 
much  violence,  fuddenly  performed  the  motion  of 
pronation  ;  the  effort  was  accompanied  with  fome 
noife,  and  produced  confiderable  pain  throughout  the 
whole  arm,  but  chieEy  along  the  pofterior  part  of 
the  fore-arm.  When  Mr.  Default  was  called,  there 
was  little  fwelling  ;  the  arm  was  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  trunk,  and  carried  a  little  forwards,  and 
the  fore-arm  half  bent  between  pronation  and  fupi- 
nation.  At  the  inferior  and  pofterior  part,  there  was  a 
tumour  formed  by  the  head  of  the  ulna,  carried  benind 
the  figmoid  cavity  of  the  radius**  the  hand  was  a 
little  extended,  and  in  a  ffote  of  addu&ion.  The 
patient  kept  the  arm  conftantly  in  this  fituation,  as 
it  was  the  lead:  painful  *  and,  as  foon  as  it  was 
touched  or  the  pofition  altered,  great  pain  was 
experienced. 

From  former  obfervations,  Mr.  Default  imme¬ 
diately  knew  that  the  radius  was  diflocated  forwards  ; 
and  it  was  fo  obvious,  that  it  was  remarked 
by  three  pupils  who  were  with  Mr.  Default.  It  was- 
reduced  in  the  following  manner  : 

An  affiftant,  having  kept  the  arm  fixed,  he  held, 
with  both  hands,  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  fore¬ 
arm  :  one  hand  embraced  the  infide,  and  the  other 
the  outfide,  of  the  arm  ;  and  the  thumbs  were  placed 
in  the  intervening  fpace  between  the  radius  and  the 
ulna,  and  the  fingers  pofteriorly:  the  intention  was 

ri-  ;  ,(-■  | 

*  Vide  Traité  complet  d’ Anatomie,  par  M.  Sabatier,  tom  i. 
page  185* 
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to  feparate  the  two  bones  of  the  fore-arm  and  bring 
them  on  a  level,  whilft  an  effort  was  made  to  bring 
the  arm  in  a  ftate  of  fupination,  and  in  a  direction 
contrary  to  the  force  which  produced  the  diflocation  : 
the  attempt  fucceeded  ;  for  the  bones,  being  but 
flightly  feparated,  were  eafily  replaced  :  the  pain 
ceafed  immediately,  the  limb  refumed  its  ufual  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  every  motion  was  performed  as  well 
as  before  the  accident.  To  prevent  confequent  fuell¬ 
ing,  &c.  comprdles,  dipt  in  camp.  fpt.  and  a  flight 
bandage  were  applied,  nor  did  any  unpleafant  fymp- 
toms  occur  during  the  cure. 


Observation  III. 

About  five  months  afterwards,  an  infant  of  two 
years  old  was  brought  to  Mr.  Default,  who  had  met 
with  a  fimilar  accident,  but  from  an  unknown  caufe. 
The  reduction  was  effedted  in  the  fame  manner,  but 
with  more  eafe  :  the  fame  plan  of  treatment  was 
adopted,  and  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 


Observation  IV. 

A  waterman,  40  years  of  age,  in  attempting  to 
flop  a  boat,  held  fail  by  a  rope  that  was  fattened 
round  a  poft  :  by  the  exertion,  though  not  violent, 
the  arm  was  turned  into  a  ftate  of  pronation.  He 
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immediately  felt  an  acute  pain,  which  extended  to  the 
Ihoulder,  and  which  was  increafed  by  the  motions 
of  pronation  and  fupination.  The  furgeon,  who  was 
ürft  called,  did  not  take  it  for  a  difloc^tion  of  the  ra¬ 
dius  forwards  ;  he  miftook  it  for  a  lprain,  and  treated 
it  accordingly  for  three  months  ;  but,  notwidiftand- 
ing  the  attentions  he  received,  the  pain  continued 
#nd  the  fwelling  was  çonüderable,  At  this  period 
Mr.  Default  faw  him  -,  the  arm  was  then  half  bent, 
between  pronation  and  fupination,  and  the  head  of 
the  ulna  projeded  confiderably  backwards  :  fome  en¬ 
deavours,  notwithstanding  the  fwelling,  were  made 
for  the  redudion  ;  but,  as  they  were  not  fuccefsful, 
the  attention  was  diredcd  to  the  treatment  of  the 
fwelling,  which,  in  eight  days,  nearly  fubfided. 

During  this  interval,  he  was  feen  by  many  pradi- 
doners,  molt  of  whom  recommended  him  to  defift 
from  the  application  of  any  remedy,  as  it  would  fub- 
fide  in  time  :  this  advice  was  followed,  and  he  de¬ 
clined  all  afiiflance  from  art,  at  the  moment  when 
there  was  every  profped  of  fuccefs.  He  returned 
home,  where  he  remained  in  the  fame  ftate,  with 
fcarcely  the  ufe  of  his  hand. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Default  wrote  this  memoir  he 
was  young  in  the  pradice  of  furgery  ;  but,  at  prefent, 
he  is  enabled  to  add  many  cafes  to  confirm  the  truth 
contained  in  thefe  obfervations. 

y  '  ’  * 
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Observation  V. 

"  i  • 

The  firft  patient  that  Mr.  Default  faw  at  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  as  furgeon  in  chief,  had  a  luxation  forwards 
of  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  radius.  This  cafe 
had  been  mifconceived  ;  and,  although  it  had  taken 
place  longer  than  the  other,  it  was  eafily  reduced, 
which  was,  probably,  owing  to  the  fwelling  being 
reduced  by  the  emollient  cataplafms  that  had  been 
continually  applied  on  the  wrift,  to  which  die  diffi¬ 
culty  of  motion  had  been  attributed.  But,  though  the 
redu&aon  was  eafy,  there  was  confiderable  difficulty 
in  retaining  the  parts.  We  fucceeded  by  fixing  the 
arm  in  a  Hate  of  fupination,  and  applying  a  thick 
comprefs  behind  the  ulna,  whilft  the  radius  was  puffied 
backwards  by  another  comprefs  placed  at  its  anterior 
part,  and  both  preferved  in  this  fituation  by  means 
of  a  roller.  Thefe  dreffings  were  continued  for  a 
month,  after  which  the  reduced  bones  were  preferved 
in  their  natural  fituation. 

The  patient,  at  fir  ft,  was  cautious  in  moving  his 
wrift,  particularly  avoiding  the  motion  of  pronation  » 
but  which  he  regained  by  degrees. 

Observation  VI. 

'  V  »  - 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1789,  Madeleine  Fufer, 
a  waffier-woman,  aged  34  years,  luxated  the  inferior 
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extremity  of  the  radius  forwards,  whilft  Ihe  was 
wringing  a  fheet;  another  woman,  who  was  affift- 
ing  her,  made  a  violent  effort,  and,  with  a  jerk, 
twilled  her  right  fore -arm,  which  was  in  a  complete 
Hate  of  pronation.  She  experienced  inflantly  a  very 
acute  pain,  and  felt  as  if  fomething  was  torn.  Con¬ 
ceiving  it  only  a  fprain,  which  would  foon  get  well, 
fhe  ufed  no  topical  application,  nor  applied  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  till  the  16th  day  after  the  acci¬ 
dent.  There  was  then  a  little  fwelling  at  the  inferior 
part  of  the  radius  and  wrift,  which  was  in  a  flate  of 
extenfion  and  addudion,  the  fingers  were  bent  ;  little 
inconvenience  was  felt  when  the  hand  was  in  a  flate  of 
inaction,  but,  on  motion,  the  pain  was  extremely 
violent. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  radius  was  fituated  be¬ 
fore  the  ulna,  and  that  they  rode  over  each  other. 
The  manner  of  reduction  was  the  fame  as  in  the 
other  cafes.  Whilft  an  afliflant  fupported  the  elbow, 
another  held  the  hand;  the  furgeon  fupported  the 
inferior  part  of  the  fore-arm  with  both  his  hands,  he 
placed  one  hand  on  the  outfide  and  the  other  on  the 
infide,  with  his  thumbs  between  the  intervening  fpace 
of  the  radius  and  ulna  ;  and,  during  the  endeavour  to 
feparate  the  bones,  he  defired  the  affiftant,  who  held 
the  hand,  to  perform  the  motion  of  fupination,  a  di- 
redion  which  he  gave  himfelf  to  the  radius. 

The  redudion  was  accompanied  with  a  peculiar 
noife  ;  and,  from  the  limb  refuming  its  natural  fhape, 
and  regaining  its  freedom  of  motion,  we  knew  our 
endeavours  had  fucceeded.  CompreiTes  of  aq.  veg. 
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min,  were  applied  to  the  wrift.  The  patient  remained 

a  fortnight  at  tie  hofpital,  at  the  end  of  which  She 

regained  the  perfect  ufe  of  her  wrifl  and  hand. 

We  fnall  not  adduce  any  more  cafes  of  this  ipecies 

of  dislocation,  but  remain  Satisfied  with  thofe  already 

produced,  as  they  are  Sufficient  to  point  out  the  na- 

* 

ture,  caufes,  and  Symptoms,  of  this  luxation  of  the 
inferior  extremity  of  the  radius.  We  fee  that  the  re¬ 
duction,  in  the  firft  inftance,  is  eafy,  and  that  no  ill 
confequence  infues  ;  but,  if  this  dislocation  efcapes 
the  notice  of  the  Surgeon,  or  it  has  taken  place  for 
a  considerable  time,  we  cannot  always  Succeed  in  our 
attempt,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  waterman,  in  the 
4th  observation  ;  but  (till  we  fhould  not  deSpair,  even 
if  it  has  taken  place  for  Some  months.  The  Succefs 
of  the  lafl  cafe  ought  to  encourage  our  attempts  for 
reduction,  whatever  time  may  have  elapfed  Since  the 
luxation. 


Wound  of  the  Head,  with  Ecopé,  that  terminated  fatally , 
[By  Mr.  Boudkye,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

STEPHEN  Marriotte,  a  native  of  Gien-fur-Loire, 
thirty-two  years  old,  and  of  a  good  constitu¬ 
tion,  on  the  25  th  December,  1790,  received,  on  the 
left  Side  of  the  os  frontis,  a  wound  with  a  labre, 
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which  divided  perpendicularly  the  foft  parts  and  a 
portion  of  the  external  table  of  the  bone.  He  was 
brought  the  fame  day  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  without 
experiencing  any  inconvenience  from  his  wound. 
A  pledget,  dipt  in  the  linimentum  arcæi,  was  applied, 
and  a  poultice  over  the  whole  ;  he  was  bled,  and  an 
antiphlogiftic  regimen  obferved  till  the  fourth  day. 

On  the  fifth,  fuppuration  took  place,  the  wound 
not  painful,  appetite  good,  and  the  patient  expe¬ 
rienced  no  inconvenience  whatever:  he  walked  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day.  The  following  days  pafTed 
in  the  fame  ways  but,  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth, 
the  fkin  was  dry,  the  pulfe  railed,  the  edges  of  the 
wound  fwelled,  the  fuppuration  yellow,  and  dimi- 
nifhed  in  quantity.  Thefe  fymptoms  increafed  the 
following  evening;  and  the  next  day  the  pain  in 
the  head  was  confiderable,  particularly  on  the  left  fide, 
the  fuppuration  totally  fuppreiled,  the  pulfe  hard,  and 
the  tongue  dry  and  furred. 

Mr.  Default  ordered  him  to  be  bled  in  the  foot, 
and  a  blifter  to  be  applied  over  the  whole  head  ;  but  the 
patient,  objecting  to  the  total  lofs  of  his  hair,  would 
only  admit  of  its  application  at  the  anterior  part. 
A  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was  exhibited,  which 
aôled  as  a  purge  as  well  as  a  vomit.  The  fymp¬ 
toms  feemed  to  be  mitigated  ;  but,  towards  night, 
he  grew  worfe  ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  which 
was  the  feventeenth  from  the  accident,  he  was  fenfe- 
lefs  and  paralytic  on  the  left  fide.  He  was  bled  a 
fécond  time  in  the  foot,  but,  the  fymptoms  Hill  con¬ 
tinuing,  he  expired  on  the  eighteenth  day. 

The 
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The  body  was  opened  publicly  in  the  Theatre  :  the 
internal  table  of  the  os  frontis  was  not  injured,  and 
the  dura- mater  not  even  detached  from  the  cranium, 
but  was  covered  with  a  yellow  mucus,  confequent  to 
the  inflammation,  and  which  feemed  to  have  infi- 
nuated  itfelf  in  the  cellular  fubftance.  All  the  fur- 
face  of  the  left  hemifphere  of  the  brain,  and  a  part  of 
the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  fide,  was  covered  with 
the  lame  mucus,  and  which  had  communicated  a 
tinge  to  the  cortical  fubftance. 

Agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  Monfieur  Quefnoy, 
in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Surgery,  this  patient  fhould  have  been  trepaned  on 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  fymptoms. 

But  a  queftion  arifes,  on  what  part  would  you 
trepan  ?  We  have  many  doubtful  indications,  nor 
is  there  one  fufticiently  decifive  to  point  out  where  the 
infiniment  fhould  be  applied.  The  feat  of  the  mif- 
chief,  we  had  reafon  to  prefume,  was  on  the  left  fide, 
from  the  injuiy  received  on  the  external  table  of  the 
os  frontis,  and  from  that  part  being  peculiarly  affedted 
with  pain  ;  yet,  ftill  the  paralytic  affedtion  of  the  left 
fide  of  the  body  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  the 
caufe  exifted  in  the  right.  For  the  fake  of  argument, 
let  us  fuppofe,  that  the  furgeon,  not  deterred  by 
thefe  contra-indications,  after  the  unfuccefsful  appli- 
cation  of  the  trepan  on  one  fide,  had  determined  to 
attempt  it  on  die  other  :  what  particular  part  would 
he  have  trepaned  ?  He  tnufl  have  multiplied  its  ap¬ 
plication  at  the  hazard  of  difeovering  the  feat  of  the 
effufion  ;  and  what  advantage  could  he  have  obtained 
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by  thefe  refearches  ?  Would  the  puriform  mucus 
have  been  evacuted,  that  was  effufed  in  the  cellular 
fubdance,  and  diffufed  over  the  whole  left  and  part 
of  the  right  hemifphere  of  the  brain  ? 

The  application  of  the  trepan  favours  the  accef- 
fion  of  air,  which  often  produces  confequences  ulti¬ 
mately  fatal.  Scarcely  any  authors,  who  have  written 
on  wounds  of  the  head,  have  mentioned  this  fpecies 
of  fuppuration;  it  is  noticed,  however,  by  Smetius 
and  Morgagni.  The  lad,  in  defcribing  the  didedtion 
of  many  fubjedis,  who  died  from  wounds  of  the 
head,  remarks,  that  this  yellow-greenifh  mucus,  and 
of  a  gelatinous  confidence,  was  diffufed  in  the  me¬ 
ninges  and  over  the  furface  of  the  brain. 

Thefe  circumftances  have  been  conftantly  obferved> 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  in  patients,  who  have  died  at  the 
fame  period,  as  the  fubjedt  of  the  preceding  obfer- 
vation,  and  whole  death  has  been  preceded  by  the 
fame  fymptoms  ;  but,  in  thefe  accidents,  if  no  re¬ 
lief  is  afforded  by  the  trepan,  the  bed  effedts  may  be 
expedted  from  the  application  of  a  blider  applied  over 
the  whole  head.  A  number  of  cafes  that  have  been 
fuccefsfully  treated  in  this  way,  apparently  of  the  mod 
ferious  defcription,  will  foon  be  publifhed. 
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Cafe  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer ,  of  an  extraordinary  Sh$5 

cured  by  the  Operation. 

[By  Mr.  Dehanne,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the 

Hôtel  Dieu.] 


MADELEINE  Lepré,  a  fifh-woman,  aged  66 

years,  tall,  thin,  and  of  a  weak  conflitution, 

% 

obferved,  in  November,  1788,  in  her  left  bread:,  a 
fmall,  hard,  moveable,  tumour,  nearly  infenfible,  the 
caufe  of  which  Are  was  unable  to  aflign.  This  tu¬ 
mour  increafed  rapidly:  by  the  month  of  April,  1790, 
it  had  acquired  a  confiderable  bulk,  it  was  hard,  ex¬ 
tremely  painful,  and  diiTeminated  with  varicous  veins  * 
emollient  and  maturative  cataplafms  were  applied^ 
which  feemed  to  haften  its  progrefs  -,  for,  in  the  Ipace 
of  twenty-five  or  thirty  days,  it  had  increafed  fa 
confiderably  in  fize,  that  it  exceeded  the  bulk  of  her 
head  by  one -third  :  in  the  centre,  an  ulcer  formed 
of  about  two  inches  in  diameter  ;  it  was  of  a  fungus 
nature,  and  difcharged,  abundantly,  a  bloody  foetid 
fames.  Her  bufferings  not  allowing  her  a  moment’s 
eafe,  fhe  was  admitted,  in  this  diftreffed  fituation, 
into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  18th  May,  1790. 

As  the  tumour  was  increafing  faft,  and  the  patient, 
though  weakened  by  the  difeafe,  was  as  well  as  could 
be  reafonably  expedted  from  the  nature  of  her  com¬ 
plaint,  it  was  thought  proper  not  to  defer  the  ope¬ 
ration,  which  was  performed,  two  days  after  her  ad- 
million,  in  the  following  manner;  — 


She 
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She  was  feated  in  a  high  chair,  and  fupported  by 
two  affiliants  :  one  elevated  the  left  arm  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  body  ;  Mr.  Default  raifed  the  bread 
with  his  left  hand,  and  put  the  integuments  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  tumour  on  the  flretch,  then,  with 
a  draight  and  fharp  pointed  bidoury,  made  a  femi- 
oval  incifion  «at  the  inferior  part  of  the  tumor,  direct¬ 
ing  it  from  the  axilla  towards  the  dernum  :  the  an¬ 
terior  extremity  of  the  incifion  was  a  little  more 
elevated  than  the  poderior.  An  adidant  retraced  the 
Ikin  at  the  lower  part,  whild  Mr.  Default  held  the 
bread  with  his  left  hand,  and  dideCled  the  cellular 
fubdance  in  a  diredion  contrary  to  the  inferior  lip 
of  the  wound  :  the  cancerous  mafs  was  foon  detached 
inferiorly,  and  was  differed  to  hang  pendulous,  and 
the  Ikin,  at  the  upper  part,  being  perfectly  found, 
Mr.  Default  diffeCted  it  off  the  tumour,  and  finifhed 
his  incifion  where  he  fird  commenced  the  operation. 
The  cellular  fubdance  was  diffeCted  as  clofe  as  pofd- 
ble,  by  retraCting  the  tumour  and  integuments  in  dif¬ 
ferent  directions.  An  artery  that  afforded  rather  a  con- 
fiderable  hemorrhage  was  compreffed  by  the  finger 
of  an  affidant,  it  was  laid  hold  of  with  a  pair  of  dif- 
feCting  forceps,  and  fecured,  by  ligature,  in  the 
ufual  manner.  Four  other  fmall  arteries  were  fecured 
in  the  fame  way. 

The  perpendicular  height  of  the  wound,  refulting 
from  this  operation,  was  8  inches  ;  its  width  ten.  After 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  well  cleaned,  and  the 
blood  wiped  off  with  coarfe  lint,  it  was  dreffed  with 
foft  doffils  fprinkled  with  colophony,  and  comprefles 
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of  coarfe  lint  applied  over  the  whole,  and  fecured  by 
a  bandage  drawn  moderately  tight.  She  was  put  to 
bed,  and  her  head  was  a  little  elevated,  with  the  arm 
of  the  affected  fide  refting  on  a  cuffiion,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  body,  but  fufficiently  raifed  for 
to  relax  the  pedtoralis  major  and  the  fkin  which  in- 
veffs  it. 

The  weight  of  the  tumour  was  eleven  pounds,  its 
texture  firm,  and  difficult  to  cut,  and,  at  the  firft 
yiew,  had  much  the  appearance  of  rancid  bacon  :  in 
its  internal  part,  matter,  of  different  colours  and  con¬ 
fidence,  was  difcovered* 

No  pain  was  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  the  day 
and  the  night,  and  ffie  complained  only  of  the  ban¬ 
dage  being  rather  too  tight.  The  fécond  day,  the 
dreffings  were  (lightly  tinged  with  blood,  the  bandage 
and  external  compreffes  were  removed,  and  the  lint 
moiftened  with  the  decoction  of  marffi -mallows  :  freffi 
compreffes,  dipt  in  the  fame  liquor,  were  applied, 
and  the  dreffings  were  fupported,  fuperiorly,  by 
means  of  a  fcapulary. 

The  third  day,  there  was  little  fever,  with  a  (light 
ferous  difcharge,  that  indicated  approaching  fuppu- 
ration  ;  the  lint  that  was  eafily  detached  was  changed, 
and  all  the  dreffings  were  moiftened  with  decocftion 
of  marffi-mallows.  The  fourth  day,  the  fame  plan 
was  continued. 

On  the  fifth,  the  lint,  detached  by  fuppuration,  was 
eafily  removed,  and  the  appearance  of  the  wound 
was  remarkably  favourable.  After  the  edges  of  the 
wound  were  wiped,  they  wef:  dreffed  with  cerate 
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ipread  on  linen,  to  prevent  the  adhefions  of  the 
dre (lings,  and  the  wound  was  covered,  throughout 
its  whole  length,  with  a  comprefs  dipt  in  the  decoc¬ 
tion  of  mardi- mallows.  The  dreffings  were  the  fame 
on  the  following  days.  On  the  feventh,  die  was  al¬ 
lowed  broth,  in  which  there  was  bread.  On  the 
tenth,  (he  had  a  flight  cough,  which  foon  gave  way 
to  the  ufe  of  peftoral  decodtion.  On  the  fifteenth, 
the  edges  of  the  wound  were  perfectly  level,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  cicatrize  ;  and  (he  now  eat  a  little  road  fowh 
On  the  twenty-third,  the  cica-trix  advanced  rapidly, 
and  the  fuppuration  was  fo  trifling,  that  the  ufe  of  the 
marfh-mallow-water  was  omitted. 

On  the  thirtieth,  there  was  fome  appearance  of  a 
bilious  difpofition,  which  was  checked  by  the  ufe.  of 
clyfters,  and  one  drachm  of  cremor  tartar  in  each 
pint  of  drink.  The  appetite  foon  returned,  and,  to 
gratify  it  completely,  die  procured,  clandedinely, 
folid  food  and  fpirituoys  liquors  :  this  improper  regi¬ 
men  produced,  on  the  thirty-fix  th  day,  a  new  de^ 
rangement  in  the  digeftive  organs  ;  the  wound  became 
pale  and  fungous,  the  pus  altered  in  quality  and 
fmell,  the  edges  of  the  wound  were  excoriated,  and 
the  cicatrix  in  part  deftroyed.  She  was  put  on  diet  ; 
but  dill  the  fuppuration  was  fufficiently  abundant  to 
render  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to  drefs  the  wound 
twice  a  day.  On  the  fortieth  day,  it  began  to  di- 
minifh,  and  the  fungi  were  touched  with  the  lapis 
infernalis.  On  the  forty-fifth,  the  appearance  of 
the  wound  was  much  better,  and  the  quality  of  the 
matter  confide rably  improved* 


On 


(  39  ) 

On  the  fixtieth,  cicatrization  began  to  take  place 
from  the  circumference  of  the  wound  :  fhe  was  now 
allowed  folid  food.  On  the  feventieth,  the  patient 
was  attacked  with  a  considerable  itching,  which  was 
foon  followed  with  an  eruption  of  fmall  red  pullules, 
that  were  diffufed  over  the  whole  body.  This  event 
obliged  her  to  have  reccurfe  to  her  ordinary  drink 
of  the  décodions  of  dock  and  fumitory  :  the  erup¬ 
tion  did  not  influence  the  cicatrix  ;  and,  on  the  fe- 
venty-fixth,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  make  an  iflfue 
in  her  arm. 

On  the  eighty-third  day,  conceiving  herfelf  nearly 
well,  fhe  committed  frefh  excefles,  which  produced 
a  redundancy  of  bile  :  the  wound  became  pale,  the 
difcharge  copious,  and  of  a  bad  quality.  She  was 
treated  in  the  fame  way  as  before,  with  clyfcers,  and 
a  ptifan  acidulated  with  crem.  tartar  ;  which  plan  was 
followed  till  the  ninety-fixth  day,  when  tiie  cicatrix 
became  fmaller.  On  the  105th  day,  the  length  of 
the  wound  was  only  two  inches,  and,  one  inch  in 
width  ;  and  it  now  healed  lb  fail,  that,  on  the  1 20th 
day,  the  cicatrix  was  complete,  and  was  only  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  extent.  Three  days  afterwards,  a 
gentle  purge  was  exhibited,  as  her  tongue  was  a 
little  furred,  accompanied  with  a  bitter  tafle  in  her 
mouth. 

She  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital,  perfectly 
cured,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1790,  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  days  after  the  operation,  and,  at  prefent,  en¬ 
joys  the  moft  perfedl  Hate  of  health. 
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In  thç  ccurfe  of  pradice,  we  have  made  many  oh~ 
fer  varions  on  cancers  of  the  breafl  cured  by  ampu¬ 
tation  ;  and  we  fhall  regularly  communicate  thofe 
that  are  attended  writh  any  interefting  particulars.  Af¬ 
ter  operations  of  this  nature,  cicatrization  is  generally 
completed  in  thirty  or  fifty  days  s  but  ftill  it  may  be 
retarded  by  particular  circumftances,  which  young 
ptadirioners  ought  to  be  informed  of  j  and  with  this 
view  the  preceding  cafe  has  been  publifhed. 

A  variety  of  caufes  concurred  to  prolong  the  cure 

i 

of  this  patient  beyond  the  ordinary  period  :  her  habits 
of  life,  her  long  fuffering,  and  advanced  age,  the 
length  of  time  fhe  was  affiicled  with  me  difeafe,  the 
reft  fhe  was  obliged  fo  ftridly  to  obferve,  after  being 
accuftomed  to  an  adive  lire,  were  all  circumftances 
that  retarded  her  cure, 

w  .  •  s  v .  v  *  t 


Cafe  of  an  Operation  for  a  double  Hare-lip y  with  a 

Fijfure  in  the  F  abate* 

MARY  Behannes,  a  foundling,  5  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the 
7th  of  September,  1790,  for  an  operation  for  the 
hare  lip,  an  engraving  of  which  is  annexed. 

In  the  upper  lip,  under  the  noftrils,  there  were 
|y/o  h  hures,  one-third  of  an  inch  wide,  and  which 

ex- 
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extended  into  the  pofterlor  noftrils  :  thefe  failures  were 
feparated  from  each  other  by  the  protuberance  (b), 
which  was  rounded  inferiorly,  and  was  Ihorter  than 
the  other  portions  of  the  lip  :  its  bale  was  on  a  level 
with  the  extremity  of  the  nofe,  with  which  it  was 
connected.  Behind  this  protuberance  was  obferved 
a  portion  of  the  upper  jaw  (a),  half  an  inch  wide., 
which  projected  more  forwards  than  the  reft  of  the 
maxillary  bones,  from  which  it  was  feparated  on  each 
fide  by  a  failure  of  about  (f)  one  quarter  of  an  inch 
wide  :  this  boney  eminence,  whofe  inferior  part  was 
on  a  level  with  the  alveolar  procels,  fupported  the 
two  middle  inciffors  (which  were  ftnaller  than  ufual, 
^nd  movable  in  their  fockets)  :  fuperiorly,  it  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  the  feptum  nafi,  whole  lower  edge  led 
to  the  middle  of  a  failure,  the  width  of  which  ex« 
ceeded  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  divided,  from 
before  backwards,  the  vault  and  the  arch  of  the  pa¬ 
late. 

This  child  could  only  ufe  the  cufpidati  and  the  bi- 
cufpides  in  laying  hold  of  her  food.  Her  maftiea- 
tion  was  difficult  ;  and,  during  deglutition,  a  part  of 
the  aliment  regurgitated  into  the  poftenor  noftrils,  and 
part  paffed  through  the  fiffures  of  the  lips  j  but  the  le 
inconveniences  were,  in  fome  meafure,  obviated  by 

the  child  having  the  precaution  to  take  little  food 

» 

into  her  mouth  at  a  time  :  fhe  fwaliowed  fluids  with 

•» 

much  more  eafe  5  foi*,  by  inclining  her  head  back¬ 
wards,  they  paffed  direétly  into  the' pharynx. 

Her  fpeech  was  imperfect,  the  tones  of  her  voice 
being  nafal  3  her  pronunciation  of  vowels  was  mode- 
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rately  diftindt,  but  fhe  articulated  confonants  with 
fiich  difficulty  that  fhe  could  be  underflood  only  by 
thofe  that  were  frequently  with  her. 

To  bring  the  protuberance  on  a  level  with  the 
lip,  and  to  deprefs  thç  projecting  portion  of  the  maxil¬ 
lary  bones.,  a  linen  bandage  was  contrived  which  com- 
preffed  them  both,  by  being  palled  over  the  upper 
lip  and  fixed  to  the  back-part  of  the  neck  :  its  good 
effedts  were  immediately  evident,  and  its  ufc  was 
continued  til]  the  18th  of  September,  when  the  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed. 

As  the  patient  was  in  good  health,  no  other  pre^ 
paration  was  neceffaiy  but  regulating  her  diet  a  few 
days  before  the  operation.  Her  hair  was  ordered 
to  be  combed,  and  ibme  mercurial  ointment  to  be 
applied  to  defcroy  the  vermin,  which  might  occa^ 
fion  uneafinefs,  and,  by  this  means,  the  bandage  was 
more  likely  to  remain  undiflurbed.  The  poflerior 
part  and  the  cavity  of  the  ears  were  guarded  with 
lint,  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  preffure,  and 
to  abforb  the  perfpiratipn,  which,  by  being  confined 
during  the  application  of  the  bandage,  might  irritate, 
or  even  ulcerate,  the  parts. 

The  patient  was  brought  to  the  theatre  and  feateçl 
pn  a  high  chair,  with  her  head  againft  the  bread  of 
an  affilant  ;  who,  with  her  hands  applied  to  the  lips, 
pufhed  them  forwards,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  com- 
probed  lire  external  maxillary  arteries  where  they  pafs 
pn  the  lower  jaw.  Mr.  Default  placed  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  the  patient,  and  a  little  to  the  right,  then  held 
the  left  portion  pf  the  lip  with  the  thumb  and  forer 

finger 
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finger  of  the  left  hand,  and,  with  a  fharp  pair  of  fcif- 
fors,  rounded  on  both  fidcs,  cut  out  the  red  as  high 
up  as  the  openings  in  the  nofe,  perpendicular  to  the 
thicknefs  of  the  lip,  taking  care  to  remove  a  fome- 
what  larger  proportion  of  the  lower  part,  where  the 
edge  was  rounded  (c  c  fig .  i  ft).  He  then  took  hold 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  protuberance,  and  put  it  on  the 
flretch  ;  then  cautioufly  divided  the  left  edge  exadiy 
in  the  fame  way  ;  and  divided  the  right  portion  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  the  correfpondent  part  of  the  lip, 
Whilft  he  held,  with  his  thumb  and  index- finger,  the 
angle  of  the  wound  that  correfponded  with  the  left 
fiflure,  he  paffed  into  the  lip,  at  the  diftance  of  one~ 
twelfth  of  an  inch  from  its  loofe  edge,  and  one  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  inch  from  the  wound,  a  gold  pin  (fig.  $th 
and  6th) ,  rubbed  with  cerate,  and,  paffing  it  back¬ 
wards  and  upwards,  paffed  it  through  the  fi  libre,  then, 
fixing  the  protuberance  on  a  level  with  the  lip,  he 
pufhed  the  pin  through  it  about  its  middle  ;  and, 
after  adjufling  the  right  portion  of  the  lip  againft 
the  protuberance,  he  paffed  the  pin  in  a  fimilar  way, 
but  in  an  oppofke  diredion  to  the  one  he  had  paffed 
on  the  left  fide. 

While  Mr.  Default  retained  the  parts  in  a  date  of 
apportion,  by  holding  the  two  ends  of  the  pin,  an 
affiflant  introduced,  behind  the  latter  and  before  the 
protuberance  and  the  lip,  a  loop  of  waxed  thread, 
which  he  drew  downwards,  with  the  intention  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  parts  on  the  flretch  ;  and,  in  contad  upon 
this  loop,  the  operator  introduced  another  piece  of 
waxed  ligature,  which  he  paffed  feveral  times  in  the 
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form  of  a  figure  of  8,  crofs  and  round  the  pin,  ta¬ 
king  care  to  bring  the  thread  fome  times  acrofs,  and 
fometimes  under,  the  protuberance  >  he  next  intro¬ 
duced  a  fécond  pin  under  the  nofe,  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  above  the  firft,  and  palled  it  through  the  two 
portions  of  the  hps,  being  careful  to  bring  the  two 
other  portions  of  the  lip  on  a  level  with  the  pro¬ 
tuberance,  by  bringing  them  forward  :  he  then  twilled 
a  piece  of  waxed  ligature  about  the  fécond  pin,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  firft,  and  afterwards  carried  the 
thread,  alternately,  from  one  pin  to  the  other,  in  the 
form  of  a  figure  of  eight,  till  he  had  covered  the 
whole  furface  of  the  lip  (fee  fig.  2.).  The  ends  of 
the  thread  were  then  fecured  by  a  knot,  and  the 
loop,  which  had  ferved  to  keep  the  parts  in  con- 
tad  and  on  the  ftretch,  was  cut  off  as  high  as  pof- 
fible. 

Mr.  Default  applied  two  compreffes  on  the  cheeks 
(dd,  dd,  fig.  III.)  one  inch  in  thicknefs,  extending 
from  the  maffeter  mufcle  to  the  commiffure  of  the 
lips,  and  from  the  os  malæ  to  the  lower  jaw  :  theft 
compreffes  were  preffed  forwards,  and  fupported  by 
an  affiftant;  fmall  compreffes  were  placed  between 
the  ends  of  the  pins  and  the  fkin  5  and  the  lip  was 
covered  with  a  pledgit  of  lint,  over  which  was  laid  a 
comprefs  (c  c  c  c)  moiftened  with  aq.  vegeto. 

A  bandage  of  the  fame  breadth  as  the  lip,  and 
three  ells  in  length,  was  carried,  from  right  to  left, 
feveral  times  round  the  head,  diredly  above  the  eye- 
brows,  and  fixed,  with  a  pin,  behind  the  right  ear, 
l  :  d  on  a  level  with  the  upper  lip  5  then  brought  over 
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the  comprefs  of  the  fame  fide,  thence  under  the  nofe 
and  over  the  comprefs  of  the  left  fide,  then  be¬ 
hind  the  left  ear,  to  which  it  was  fixed  by  a  pin  ; 
the  reft  of  the  bandage  w7as  carried  in  circular  turns 
round  the  head,  and  to  prevent  the  comprefies  and  ban¬ 
dage  being  loofened,  they  were  fupported  by  a  fmall 
bandage  (ii  ii)  which  was  placed  on  each  fide.  The 
...vjniddle  of  this  was  paffecl  obliquely  under  the  chin,  and 
one  of  the  heads  of  it  was  brought  over  one  of  the 
comprefies,  and  the  other  behind  the  ear  of  the  op- 
pofite  fide  to  the  top  of  the  head,  where  they  wrere 
fattened,  and  fixed  to  the  comprefs  on  each  fide,  and 
to  the  firft  bandage,  by  means  of  pins. 

The  motions  of  the  lower  jaw  were  confined  by 
fixing  the  chin  with  the  fling  bandage  (ff),  the  fu- 
perior  ends  of  which  were  fixed  behind  the  occiput, 
and  the  lower  ends  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and  the 
whole  was  rendered  fliil  more  fecure  by  feveral  turns 
of  a  bandage  (a  a  a  a)  carried  round  the  head. 

The  operation  was,  by  no  means,  tedious  ;  nor  the 
introduction  of  the  pin  attended  with  much  pain.  She 
was  put  to  bed  and  flept  part  of  the  day,  and  the 
next  day  there  was  neither  fwelling  nor  pain  ;  the  fmall 
comprefs  was  removed  and  a  frefh  one  applied,  moif- 
tened  with  aq.  veg,  min.  On  the  third  day,  fine  was 
allowed  to  eat  panada.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  pins 
were  withdrawn  by  their  points,  after  being  previously 
cleaned  and  ffneared  with  cerate  ;  they  were  more 
eafiiy  difengaged,  by  performing  a  fort  of  rotatory 
motion  :  the  dreffings  were  the  fame  as  before.  On 
the  fifth,  the  threads  fell  off  and  the  parts  feemed 
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perfectly  united  (fee  fig.  IV.),  and  the  patient’s  pro¬ 
nunciation  appeared  much  improved.  On  the  fe- 
venth,  the  punCtures,  made  by  the  pins,  nightly  fup- 
purated  :  on  the  tenth,  they  were  cicatrized,  and 
the  marks  were  fcarcely  perceptible. 

On  the  thirty -eighth,  fhe  left  the  Hofpital.  Since 
her  cure  Hie  has  returned  feveral  times  to  be  exa¬ 
mined  :  her  articulation  is  found  to  be  perfectly  dif- 
tinCt,  and  the  lip  has  regained  its  natural  length,  the 
fiffure  in  the  arch  of  the  palate  is  diminifhed  one- 
third,  and  the  alveolar  arch  is  perfectly  regular. 

Many  inftances,  in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  the 
above  cafe,  are  to  be  found  in  books.  The  cure  was 
always  viewed  by  the  ancients  as  impracticable  ;  but 
modern  furgeons,  perfuaded  that  the  projecting  por¬ 
tion  of  the  maxillary  bones  formed  the  chief  obftacle, 
have  recommended  its  excifion  :  but  experience  proves, 
that  it  is  always  eafy  to  bring  the  lips  over  this  odious 
projection,  and,  by  the  means  of  a  bandage,  effeCt 
its  deprefllon  even  to  a  level  with  the  lateral  parts 
of  the  jaw,  fo  as  to  render  this  excifion  unneceffàry. 
Befides,  this  operation  is  open  to  many  objections  : 
it  leaves  a  confiderable  fpace  between  the  maxillary 
bones,  excites  inflammation  in  the  adjoining  parts,  and 
deprives  the  lip  of  the  advantage  of  a  fupport  at  that 
part  where  it  was  divided  ;  but,  even  under  thefe  dis¬ 
advantages,  if  an  union  fhould  take  place,  the  aCtion 
of  the  mufcles  would  bring  the  maxillary  bones 
nearer  to  a  ftate  of  contaCt  -,  the  upper  jawr  would  be¬ 
come  contracted,  fo  as  to  fall  within  the  under  one, 

which 
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which  would  render  mafdcation  difficult,  and  prêtent 
alfb  another  deformity. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  mode  of  performing  the  ope¬ 
ration  for  this  fpecies  of  hare-lip,  there  are  many 
different  opinions.  With  regard  to  the  manner,  the 
inflruments,  and  the  means  employed  to  procure  a  re¬ 
union  : 

Some  have  thought  they  have  Amplified  the 
operation  by  re-uniting  one  of  the  fides  of  the  lip 
to  the  middle  part,  and,  after  this  was  completely 
healed,  to  proceed  to  operate  on  the  other  fide. 
Others  recommend  to  finifh  the  operation  at  once. 

Although  Severinus,  in  his  cc  Treatife  de  Efficacia 
Medicinæ,”  recommends  the  biftoury  in  the  operation 
of  the  hare-lip  ;  yet  fciffors  have  been  ufed  for  a 
long  time,  and,  though  many  objections  have  been 
urged,  yet  ftill  many  furgeons  prefer  them  ;  nor  is 
this  opinion  ill-founded  :  the  operation  is  more  fpeedy 
and  eafy  ;  nor  is  there  any  neceffity  to  feparate  the 
lip  from  the  gums,  becaufe  the  parts  are  not  cut 
upon  pafte-board  as  with  the  biftoury,  and  the  bur¬ 
geon  can  hold  himfelf  thole  parts  he  withes  to  divide, 
the  incifion  can  be  made  with  the  fciffors  with  more 
firmnefs  and  regularity  ;  for,  with  the  biftoury,  the 
incifion  from  the  contraction  of  the  parts  is  often 
irregular,  nor  are  the  edges  of  the  wound,  as  it  is 
faid,  bruiled:  for,  when  the  fciffors  are  ffiarp  and 
well  conftructed,  they  cut  nearly  as  well  as  the  bif¬ 
toury,  and,  from  experience,  we  find  the  wound 
unites  equally  well 
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The  future  was,  for  a  long  time,  efteeiîied  thé 
only  method  of  obtaining  the  union  of  the  hare-lip, 
and  is  yet  preferred,  in  fome  difficult  cafes,  by  many 
praditioners.  The  inconveniences  that  fometimes  re-* 
fuit,  depend  on  the  manner  of  performing  it,  and  on 
the  dreffings  that  are  made  ufe  of  :  a  number  of  cafes* 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  that  have  been  united  by  future, 
and  that  have  done  perfectly  well,  are  proofs  of  the 
*  juftice  of  this  opinion.  Befides,  however  perfect  the 
bandage  may  be,  it  does  not  retain  the  parts  with 
flifficient  exadnefs,  nor  does  it  prevent  the  blood  and 
the  faliva  from  infmuating  themfelves  between  the 
edges  of  the  wound  ;  it  cannot  lengthen  parts  that 
are  too  ffiort,  nor  elevate  ,  thofe  that  are  depreffed; 
all  thefe  advantages  the  operation  by  pins  certainly 
poffeffes,  when  ably  conducted. 

According  to  Heifer,  the  Germans  employed  no^ 
thing  but  a  fufficient  number  of  futures  to  procure 
the  reunion  ;  furgeons,  from  experiencing  their  in- 
fufficiency,  prefer  the  ufe  of  pins,  but  differ  fome- 
what  refpeding  their  form  and  compofition.  Gold, 
as  it  will  not  ruff,  and  can  be  made  fufficiently  fharp, 
is  to  be  preferred. 

The  bandage,  mentioned  in  the  above  cafe,  is  of 
a  more  fimple  conf  rudion  than  the  generality  of  uni¬ 
ting  bandages  invented  for  the  purpofe  :  its  adion 
is  confined  to  the  compreffes  and  cheeks,  it  lies 
fmooth,  and  does  not  prefs  on  the  lip,  which  is  not 
liable  to  be  wounded  by  the  pins  ;  and,  if  the  com¬ 
preffes  are  puffied  forward  at  the  infant  of  its  ap¬ 
plication,  they  will  ad  in  the  fame  way  as  a  bandage, 
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the  heads  of  which  are  made  to  crofs  each  other 
under  the  nofe. 


EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  II. 

FIG.  I.  The  Hate  of  the  infant  when  admitted 
into  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 

a.  The  projeôting  portion  of  the  jaw,  half 
an  inch  in  width. 

f  f.  Fiffures,  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in 
width. 

b.  The  rounded  projeôlion,  and  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  end  of  the  nofe,  forming 
the  middle  part  of  the  lip. 

c  c.  The  rounded  angles  of  the  divided 
portions  of  the  lips. 

.  "  - .  •  "  v  ■  •  *  *  , 

FIG.  II.  The  twilled  future. 

pp.  Points  of  the  pins. 

1 1.  Their  blunt  ends. 

X  ' 

FIG.  III.  The  appearance  of  the  infant  with  the  ap¬ 
paratus. 

c  c  c  c.  A  fmall  comp  refs  placed  on  the 
wound. 

dd,  dd.  Thick  compreffes  to  preff  die 
cheek  forward. 

b  b.  Part  of  the  uniting  bandage  palling 
over  the  compreffes  of  the  lips  and  cheeks. 

i  i.  Small 
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i  L  Small  bandages  fupporting  the  cor n- 
prefles  of  the  cheeks, 
ff.  The  fling  bandage, 
aaaa.  Turns  of  the  roller  fixing  the  whole 
of  the  apparatus. 

FIG.  IV.  State  of  the  lip  after  the  cure. 

FIG.  V.  and  VI.  Shape  of  the  pins. 


A  Caje  of  Mortification  of  the  inferior  Jaw . 

[By  J.  B.  J.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

EUSTACHIUS  Provent,  a  foldier  in  the  National 
Guard,  39  years  of  age,  and  of  a  good  con- 
Aitution,  eight  months  fince  was  affedled  with  a  caries 
of  the  firfi  dens  molaris  of  the  right  fide.  Pie  had  oc- 
cafion  to  pafs  the  whole  night  expofed  to  a  cold  and 
moiil  air  :  the  pain,  that  was  before  trifling,  was  now 
aggravated  to  an  infupportable  degree.  The  next 
day  there  was  a  confiderable  fluxion  at  the  part  ;  the 
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refolutîon  of  which  was  ineffectually  attempted  by 
bleeding  and  the  application  of  a  poukide  over  the 
whole  cheek.  The  levelling  and  pain  increafed,  and, 
at  the  eighteenth  day,  feveral  abceffes  dilcharged 
themfelves  in  the  mouth  ;  at  this  period,  all  the  dentes 
molares,  except  the  firft,  fell  out;  foon  afterwards 
there  appeared,  under  the  angle  of  the  jaw,  a  conk* 
derable  depofition  of  matter;  and,  at  the  right  fide 
of  the  neck,  which  had  not  been  preceded  by  the 
fym}  toms  that  ulually  accompany  phlegmonous  in¬ 
flammation,  an  aperture  was  made  ;  and,  on  exami¬ 
nation  with  a  probe,  the  jaw  was  found  denuded: 
and  an  other  ahcefs  being  opened,  that  was  fituated 
towards  the  alveolar  procefs  of  the  lafl  dens  molaris, 
another  portion  or  tiic  bone  was  expofed. 

The  patient,  dutreiled  by  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
cafe,  preferred  himfelf  at  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  on  the 
15th  November,  1790,  fix  weeks  after  the  firft 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  A  fweliing,  accompanied 
with  confide  table  hardnefs,  occupied  the  whole 
cheek  and  the  correspondent  part  of  the  neck,  which 
produced  an  inability  of  feparating  the  jaws;  above  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  the  inflde  of  the  mouth,  to¬ 
wards  the  termination  of  the  alveolar  procefs,  above 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  of  mortified  bone  was  ex- 
poied  and  felt  :  it  appeared,  in  a  great  meafure,  de¬ 
tached,  and  admitted  of  a  flight  degree  of  motion  ; 
drcumflances  that  determined  Mr.  Default  to  at¬ 
tempt  its  extra&ion  the  next  day. 

An  affiliant  having  feparated  the  commiffiure  of  the 
lips,  Mr,  Default  introduced  a  curved  biitoury  on 
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die  fore -finger  of  his  left  hand,  and  divided  the  foft 
parts  that  invefted  the  fore-part  of  the  jaw,  and, 
paffing  his  finger  along  the  internal  furface  of  the 
difeafed  bone,  he  difcovered  that  the  vdîëls  and  the 
inferior  dental  nerve  were  out  of  their  canals,  their 
internal  fides  being  deftroyed  through  their  whole  ex¬ 
tent  ;  the  foft  parts,  that  remained  adhered  to  the  bone, 
were  then  detached  -,  then  raifmg,  vdth  his  finger,  the 
anterior  branch  of  the  jaw,  he  difengaged  the  dif¬ 
eafed  portion,  and  extracted  it  with  the  greatefl  fa¬ 
cility  :  it  comprehended  the  whole  branch  of  the 
jaw,  except  the  condyle  and  the  top  of  the  coronoid 
procefs  ;  new  ofiific  matter  was  difcovered  pofleriorly, 
and  on  the  outfide  of  that  part  where  the  difeafed  por¬ 
tion  was  fituated  :  the  motions  of  the  jaw  were  foon 
reftored  as  well  as  before  the  accident. 

The  opening  of  the  fiftulous  orifice  in  the  neck 
was  a  little  enlarged  for  the  pafifage  of  a  feton, 
which  was  drawn  through  the  mouth,  and  a  poultice 
was  applied  to  the  cheek  ;  and,  every  evening, 
the  cavity  of  the  extracted  bone  was  well  inject¬ 
ed  with  a  decodtion  of  marfh -mallows.  The  next 
day,  it  was  diminifhed  to  half  its  fize,  and  the  (of¬ 
ferings  of  the  patient  were  trifling  5  the  fwelling, 
however,  in  feme  meafure,  augmented  -,  and  there 
was  a  moderate  difcharge  of  pus  from  the  mouthy 
as  well  as  from  the  fiilulous  orifice. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  fwelling  was  lefs,  the  pu$ 
white  and  more  abundant,  and  the  gargles  and  injec¬ 
tions  pafîed  out  in  part  of  the  fiftulous  orifice.  On 
the  eighth,  as  there  was  little  fwelling,  and  the  dif- 
.  ;  "  charge 
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charge  fmali  in  quantity*  the  feton  was  omitted  ;  but 
the  ufe  of  the  poultices,  gargles,  and  injections,  was 
perfifted  in,  which  {till,  in  part,  flowed  out  of  the 
flftulous  orifice.  The  patient  could  now  chew  folid 
food. 

On  the  evening  of  the  tenth  day,  he  was  afflicted 
with  a  confiderable  fluxion  and  fweliing  on  the  cheek, 
which,  probably,  might  be  attributed  to  the  dampnefs 
of  the  ward  that  had  been  waffled  fome  hours  before. 
Solid  food  was  prefcribed,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
drink  plentifully  of  a  decoCtion  of  dog’s  tooth  acidu¬ 
lated  with  oxymel,  and  an  enema  to  be  adminiftered 
in  the  evening  ;  but,  notwithftanding  thele  precautions, 
the  fweliing  increafed,  a  bitter  tafle  in  the  mouth,  a 
foetid  breath,  a  furred  tongue,  and  a  feveriffl  pulfe, 
were  fymptoms  that  announced  a  difeafed  aCtion  of 
the  digeflive  powers  :  a  grain  of  tartar  emetic  was 
given,  which  vomited,  and  produced  fome  bilious 
{tools.  The  puife  was  natural  and  regular  in  the 
evening.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  fweliing  and  other 
fymptoms  were  much  diminiffled  j  he  wifhed  for  folid 
food,  '  which  was  allowed  him  the  next  day.  On  the 
fifteenth,  there  was  no  fweliing,  except  tov/ards  the 
ftermim  ;  the  wound  in  the  mouth  would  fcarce  ad¬ 
mit  the  extremity  of  the  finger,  and  afforded  but 
little  fuppuration.  The  injection  did  not  now  pals 
through  the  flftulous  orifice,  and  its  external  opening 
was  cicatrized  the  next  day.  On  the  twentieth,  a 
fmali  abcefs  was  obferved  at  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
{ternum,  which  was  opened  three  days  afterwards, 
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without  any  particular  circumftance  occurring  worthy 
notice. 

The  patient  was  difcharged  from  the  Hofpital  on  the 
13th  of  December,  twenty-eight  days  after  the  ope¬ 
ration.  The  wound  of  the  mouth  was  not  yet  per¬ 
fectly  doled,  though  there  was  no  cavity  ;  there  re¬ 
mained  on  the  cheek  a  tumour  formed  by  the  new- 
formed  bone.  The  mouth  admitted  of  being  opened 
above  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  the  motions  of  the 
jaw  v/ere  perfectly  recovered. 

This  man  has  often  returned  to  the  Hofpital  fince 
his  difmiiïion  :  his  cheek  has  nearly  re-affumed  its 
natural  appearance,  but  the  internal  wound  in  the 
mouth  yet  remained  filtulous. 


Cafe  of  a  Fungus  in  the  Maxillary  Sinus . 

*  .  ■** 

[By  Mr.  Plaignaud,  One  of  the  Surgeons  of  the 

Hôtel  Dieu.] 

JAMES  Thibault,  22  years  of  age,  a  foldier  in  the 
regiment  of  Viennois,  was  attacked,  in  the  year 
178 5,  with  deep-feated  pains  in  the  maxillary  finus, 
after  receiving  a  violent  contufion  on  the  malar  tû- 
berofity  of  the  right  fide.  Thefe  pains  remained  for  a 

long 
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long  time  before  any  change  was  perceived  externally. 
In  September,  1789,  the  os  mali  began  to  fwell,  and 
the  eye  to  projedt,  the  fight  grew  more  enfeebled 
every  day,  and  the  ductus  nafalis  began  to  contradl, 
which  produced  epiphora,  or  the  watery  eye. 

The  foldier,  unable  to  continue  his  duty,  went  to 
the  Hofpital  at  Lille,  in  Flanders,  where,  agreeable 
to  his  account,  his  difeafe  was  taken  to  be  an  ozena 
of  the  maxillary  finus.  After  extradling  all  the  great 
molares  of  that  fide,  they  perforated  the  alveolar 
procefs  ;  inflead  of  pus  they  difcovered  a  fungus  tu¬ 
mour,  which  they  tried  to  extradl,  but  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  confiderable  hemorrhage,  which  was 
checked  by  the  application  of  lint  dipt  in  colo¬ 
phony.  The  opening  that  had  been  made  accele¬ 
rated  the  growth  of  the  fungus,  which  foon  extended 
into  the  mouth,  where  it  met  with  no  refiltance. 

Six  days  after  this  firft  attempt,  they  applied  the 
adlual  cautery  to  the  fungus,  which  checked  its 
growth  in  a  certain  degree,  but  not  entirely  :  it  con¬ 
tinued  to  increafe,  and,  on  the  twenty-fecond  day 
after  its  application,  its  fize  was  fufficiently  large 
to  fill  up  a  confiderable  part  of  the  mouth  and 
die  whole  cf  the  right  noftril.  It  was  conceived 
that  an  attempt  to  extradl  that  part  that  was  in 
the  nofe  would  be  attended  with  more  fuccefs. 
The  ligature  was  made  with  wire,  which  they 
tightened  by  twilling  it  repeatedly  with  a  pair  of  for¬ 
ceps  :  thefe  twiflings  were  attended  with  fuch  into¬ 
lerable  pain,  that  the  patience  of  the  patient  was  en¬ 
tirely  exhauftedj  he,  therefore,  declined  any  farther 
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affiftance,  and  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  he 
was  admitted  on  the  12th  of  December,  1789. 

At  this  period,  he  could  not  open  his  mouth  but 
with  difficulty,  the  globe  of  the  right  eye  projected 
and  vifion  was  imperfect,  tears  ran  conftantly  down 
his  cheek,  the  noftril  was  dry,  and  the  cheek,  as 
well  as  the  malar  tubetofity,  was  confiderably  ele¬ 
vated. 

With  refpeôt  to  the  fungus,  it  depreffed  the  vault 
of  the  palate  and  the  alveolar  arch,  and  occupied  fuch 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  mouth  anti  pofierior 
noftrils,  that  deglutition  and  refpiration  were  confi¬ 
derably  injured.  The  ligature  that  had  been  paffed 
in  the  nofe  ftill  remained,  and  produced  exquifite 
pain  every  time  it  was  touched. 

The  event  of  any  new  operation,  under  all  thefc 
unfavourable  circumflances,  was  extremely  uncertain  ; 
but,  from  his  earneft  folicitations,  and  the  courage 
he  evinced  under  his  fufferings,  the  furgeon  was  in¬ 
duced  to  attempt  his  relief.  He  wras  Seated  in  a 
chair,  and,  whilft  an  affiftant  kept  his  mouth  open 
by  means  of  a  key,  the  furgeon  made,  on  the  infide 
of  the  tumour,  a  femi-lunar  incifion  from  behind  for¬ 
ward,  extending  from  the  velum  pendulum  palati  to 
the  anterior  part  of  the  palatine  vault.  A  fécond  in¬ 
cifion,  of  the  fame  extent,  was  then  made  on  the 
external  fide  of  the  tumour,  between  the  buccinator 
mufcle  and  the  alveolar  arch  ;  then,  laying  hold  of  the 
tumour  with  the  fore -finger  and  thumb,  he  took  it 
away,  differing,  at  the  fame  time,  from  behind  for¬ 
wards,  and  from  within  outwards. 
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The  hemorrhage  was  confiderabie,  as  was  expedted  ; 
it  was  attempted  to  be  checked  by  the  application 
of  lint,  which,  being  loon  found  inadequate  to  the 
intention,  was  withdrawn,  and  the  adtual  cautery^ 
heated  to  a  white  heat,  applied  in  its  (lead. 

The  application  of  the  cautery  was  frequently  re¬ 
peated,  not  only  with  the  view  of  checking  the  he¬ 
morrhage,  but  alfo  of  deflroying  the  fungus*  The  ca¬ 
vity,  that  was  left  after  its  extirpation,  was  filled  with 
lint  fprinkled  with  colophony  ;  the  jaws  were  doled, 
and  retained  in  this  fituation  by  means  of  a  fling  ban¬ 
dage.  To  prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  fwell- 
ing  and  inflammation  confequent  to  the  application 
of  the  cautery,  a  poultice  was  applied  over  the  whole 
cheek.  The  patient  fuffered  little  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day;  but,  towards  evening,  he  had  a  flight  at¬ 
tack  of  fever,  which  increafed  during  the  night. 

The  next  day,  there  was  fome  fwelling,  with  con- 
fiderable  heat.  The  third  day,  fome  of  the  dofllls 
were  withdrawn,  and  replaced  with  foft  lint  ;  the 
fwelling  was  a  little  increafed,  but  the  heat  and  third: 
were  lefs.  On  the  fourth,  the  outfide  lint  was  re¬ 
moved  ;  but,  for  fear  the  hemorrhage  fhould  be  re-r 
newed,  that  on  the  infide,  which  full  adhered,  was 
not  meddled  with.  On  the  fifth,  the  feverifh  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  patient  entirely  ceafed. 

On  the  fixth,  the  fwelling  was  a  little  decreafed, 
there  was  no  fever,  his  ftrength  was  fupported  by 
rice  creams,  which  he  fwallowed  with  difficulty. 

On  the  feventh,  the  dofiils  of  lint,  and  the  efcars 
produced  by  the  cautery,  were  detached  by  the  fup- 
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purative  proccfs  :  this  reparation  was  followed  by  a 
renewal  of  the  hemorrhage,  which  was  flopped  by 
dofiils  of  lint  dipt  in  colophony,  and  retained  in  their 
flotation  by  doling  the  jaws.  By  the  next  day,  this 
lint  lofened  by  fuppuration,  and  fell  off  without  any 
return  of  the  hemorrhage.  On  the  eleventh,  the 
fuppuration  was  lefs,  the  patient  buffered  little,  and  he 
now  ufed  a  gargle  of  barley-water  and  honey  of  rofes. 
On  the  fifteenth,  the  tears  began  to  take  their  natu¬ 
ral  courfe,  and  the  eye  to  regain  its  former  fituation 
in  the  orbit,  fuppuration  entirely  ceafed,  and  the  gar- 
garifms  were  omitted. 

At  this  period,  Mr.  Default,  convinced  of  the  in¬ 
utility  of  the  ligature  paffed  into  the  nofe  a  month 
before,  was  induced  to  make  lbme  attempts  to  with¬ 
draw  it  ;  but  they  were  attended  with  fuch  exquifite 
pain,  that  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea  : 
from  obier ving  that  the  patient  was  eafier  when 
the  ligature  was  drawn  forward,  it  was  concei¬ 
ved  that  i  gentle  means,  long  continued,  would 
produce  the  fame  effedt  as  twilling  the  wire.  The 
extenfion  of  the  ligature  was  kept  up,  by  fixing  it 
to  the  cheek  with  adhefive  plafler.  This  contrivance 
was  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  for,  the  wire  fell  off  on 
the  fourteenth  day. 

A  portion  of  fungus  appeared  on  the  thirtieth,  and, 
in  fix  days,  grew  to  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg;  the 
hot  iron  was  applied,  and  the  efcar  fell  off  in  three 
days.  The  fize  of  the  cheek  now  fenfibly  diminifhed, 
his  bufferings  were  little,  and  Jiis  cure  daily  advanced  : 
however,  the  twenty- fifth  day  after  this  fécond  appli¬ 
cation 
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cation  of  the  cautery,  fome  fungi  appeared  in  the 
bottom  of  the  finus,  towards  the  inner  part  of  the 
orbit.  They  were  deftroyed,  like  the  others,  by  the 
repeated  application  of  the  cautery. 

On  the  eighteenth,  after  this  third  application,  the 
cheek  had  regained  nearly  its  natural  fize,  the  tears 
palled  freely  through  the  dudhis  nalalis,  and  the  fight 
was  equally  perfedt  on  the  affedled  fide. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  the  patient  complained  of 
an  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  right  noftril.  On  examina¬ 
tion,  a  deep-feated  fungus  was  difcovered,  which 
feemed  to  originate  from  the  velum  pendulum  palati. 
It  was  burnt  in  the  fame  manner,  with  the  iron  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  canula  through  the  nofe. 

This  fourth  application  of  the  actual  cautery  was  the 
laft,  the  fungi  having  been  deftroyed  even  to  their 
roots,  and  never  more  appeared.  The  fides  of  the 
maxillary  finus  (where  thefe  luxuriances  feemed  to 
grow)  approached  each  others  but,  in  the  place  of 
this  cavity,  there  was  nothing  more  than  a  hollow- 
nels,  which  correfponded  to  that  part  of  the  alveolar 
arch. 

He  remained  in  the  Hofpital  a  month  after  his 
cure,  to  fee  if  new  fungi  would  make  their  appear¬ 
ance-;  and  was  difcharged,  perfectly  well,  on  the 
134th  day  after  his  admittance. 

This  foldier  fupported  the  different  applications  of 
the  adtual  cautery  with  uncommon  courage,  and,  it  is 
but  juftice  to  fay,  that  his  cure  may  be  attributed  as 
much  to  his  own  fortitude  and  'good  condudt  as  to 
chirurgical  affiftance. 

1  I  3  Cafe 
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Cafe  of  a  Schirrus  Tumour  in  the  Pylorus. 

[By  Mr.  Bruguiere,  Surgeon  in  chief  to  the  Mi¬ 
litary  Hofpitals.] 

MR.  Dangas,  an  enfign  in  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
about  50  years  of  age,  and,  apparently,  in 
good  health,  was  extremely  fubjeft  to  eructations  and 
borborigmi  after  his  meals  ;  he  was  frequently  dif- 
treiTed  by  colicky  fenfaticns,  and  a  peculiar  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  epigahric  region,  which  he  attributed  to  a 
defedt  in  digeftion.  To  remove  this  complaint,  he 
was  in  the  habits  of  employing  the  pil.  coch. 

He  was  employed,  at  this  time,  in  the  recruiting- 
fervice  3  and,  whilft  in  garrifon  at  Nîmes,  was 
attacked  with  thefe  violent  colicky  pains,  and  fent 
for  Mr.  Bruguiere  on  the  24th  June,  1774. 

On  examination,  Mr.  Bruguiere  found  the  lower 
belly  acutely  lenfible,  the  pulfe  hard  and  fmall,  the 
tongue  dry,  accompanied  with  ardent  thirft,  the  urine 
thin  and  of  a  high  colour  ;  and,  from  not  having  had 
an  evacuation  for  many  days,  he  had  had  recourie  to 
the  purgatives  that  he  ufuaiiy  took.  Mr.  Bruguiere 
bled  him,  and  ordered  diluents,  oily  medicines,  emol¬ 
lient  clyflers,  and  fomentations,  which  were  perfilled 
in  fill  the  next  day,  when  the  patient  appeared  more 
calm  and  tranquil:  two  ounces  of  manna^  and  the 

fame 
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fame  quantity  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  were  exhi¬ 
bited.  An  hour  after  Mr.  Dangas  had  taken  this 
portion,  he  made  fruitlels  efforts  to  break  wind 
backwards  ;  and,  perfuaded  that  his  health  depended 
on  this  circumftance,  demanded  eagerly  fome  me¬ 
dicine  to  produce  this  effect.  A  little  time  afterwards, 
feeling  a  difpofition  to  go  to  ftool,  he  raifed  himfelf 
to  go  to  the  chair,  which  he  had  fcarce  reached  when 
he  was  attacked  with  iincope.  He  was  removed  to 
his  bed,  when,  in  a  moment,  he  was  attacked  with  a  cold 
fweat  over  the  whole  furface  of  the  body,  his  countenance 
changed,  and  the  pulfe  became  fo  weak  as  fcarcely 
to  be  diftinguifhed.  The  ceffation  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  Mr.  Bruguiere  prognofticated,  was  a  deceitful 
calm,  and  that  it  was  the  forerunner  only  of  internal 
gangrene  and  approaching  death. 

As  the  examination  of  the  body  could  only  ex¬ 
plain  the  caufe  of  his  fudden  deceafe,  Mr.  Bruguiere, 
in  the  prefence  of  fome  other  furgeons,  made  an 
opening  into  the  abdomen.  On  the  firft  incifion, 
a  vaft  quantity  of  air  was  extricated,  accompanied 
with  fome  explofion,  and  followed  with  a  difcharge 
of  purulent  matter,  mixed  with  oil  and  other  liquids 
which  the  patient  had  fwallowed  :  this  induced  the 
affiftants  to  fufpedl  that  the  ftomach  or  inteftines 
had  been  unintentionally  wounded.  The  omentum 
was  found,  in  different  parts,  in  a  hate  of  fuppuration. 
The  inteftines,  fmall  as  well  as  large,  were  inflamed* 
and,  in  part,  gangrenous,  and  their  external  coat 
detached  by  fuppuration. 

I  4 
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The  mefentery  and  fpleen  prefented  the  fame  dif- 
eafed  appearances  ;  but  what  excited  particular  no¬ 
tice  was  a  fchirrus  tumour  in  the  pylorus,  of  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg,  with  an  ulcer  in  the  centre, 
which  had  ulcerated  through  the  whole  depth  of  the 
tumour:  confequently,  all  the  liquids,  which  were 
received  into  the  fcomach,  were  diffused  between  the 
peritoneum  and  inteftines.  This  circumftance  per¬ 
fectly  explained  the  caufe  of  the  patient’s  death,  and 
the  ilfue  of  the  air,  &c.  on  opening  the  abdomen. 


The  Difeafes  of  the  urinary  Organs  continued. 


WE  have  defined,  page  55,  retention  of  urine, 
cc  a  complaint  occafioned  by  the  urine  being 
“  obftrudted  in  fome  of  the  excretory  pafiages.5’  This 
definition  naturally  leads  to  a  farther  lubdivifion,  and 
induces  us  to  divide  this  difeafe  of  retention  into  as 
many  fpecies  as  there  as  are  excretory  pafiages,  which 
are  four  in  number.  This  retention  may  take  place, 
firft,  in  the  ureters,  or  infundibula  :  fécond ly,  in 
the  bladder  :  thirdly,  in  the  urethra  :  and,  fourthly, 
under  the  prepuce. 

In  this  divifion,  the  immediate  feat  of  the  obftruc-» 
lion  is  only  confidered,  and  not  where  it  is  diffufed  $ 

for, 
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for,  we  find  this  diffufion  takes  place  in  many  cavities 
at  the  fame,  time  :  for  example,  an  obftrudtion  in  the 
urethra  of  long  Handing  communicates  itfelf  to  the 
bladder,  thence  to  the  ureters,  and  progreffively 
affedts  the  fubftance  of  the  kidneys  themfelves.  We 
fhall  be  careful  in  treating  of  each  fpecies  of  reten¬ 
tion,  to  diftinguifh  that  which  originally  takes  place 
in  any  particular  cavity  from  its  confequent  effedts. 


Retention  of  Urine  in  the  Ureters . 

Under  the  denomination  of  retention  of  urine  in  the 
ureters,  are  alfo  comprehended  thofe  retentions  that 
take  place  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  and  in  the  in¬ 
fundibulum.  This  difeafe  has  been  deferibed,  by  the 
greatefl  part  of  ancient  as  well  as  modern  authors, 
under  the  name  of  ifehuria  of  the  ureters  :  it  is  a  very 
frequent  difeafe,  and  moft  authors,  who  have  treated 
on  the  fubject,  have  adduced  cafes  \  and,  in  diffedtion, 
we  have  met  with  a  variety  of  inftances  ;  both  fexes, 
and  all  ages,  are  liable  to  its  attack  :  but  women, 
however,  are  more  fubjedt  to  it  than  men,  and  children 
than  adults.  Sometimes  it  is  fmgle,  and  confined 
only  to  one  fide  ;  fometimes  double,  when  both  fides 
are  equally  adedted.  In  both  cafes,  it  is  either  com¬ 
plete  or  incomplete  :  complete,  when  the  patient  is 
unable  to  evacuate  a  drop  ;  and  incomplete,  when 
only  a  few  drops  efcape.  The  quantity  of  urine 
retained  is,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  in  proportion 

to 
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to  the  diflance  of  the  obftrudtion  from  the  kidneys, 
and  the  degree  of  diftenfibility  of  the  parts  that  re¬ 
tain  it. 

The  internal  coats  of  the  cavities  where  the  urine 
is  retained  are  allonifhingly  flimulated  ;  at  firft,  they 
admit  of  dilatation,  and,  when  the  urine  can  no  longer 
overcome  the  refiftance,  it  regurgitates  into  thofe 
parts  where  it  was  originally  fecreted,  and  diftends 
them  in  their  turn,  and  the  kidneys  are  fometimes 
enlarged  to  twice  or  even  three  times  their  natural 
fize  :  the  infundibulum  has  been  often  known  to  con¬ 
tain  more  than  a  pint,  and,  from  its  fize,  refem- 
bling  the  bladder  itfelfj*  and  the  ureters  have  been 
found  equal  in  fize  to  the  inteftines,  j-  and  even 
to  die  colon  itfelf,  and  forming,  in  their  defcent,  a 
zigzag  courfe  with  circumvolutions  j  J  fometimes  they 
form  pouches  or  partial  §  dilatations,  feparated  from 
each  other  internally  by  contrarions  of  its  coat, 
forming  a  fort  of  valve.  ||  In  all  thefe  cafes,  their 
tunics  become  thick  and  denfe,  and  the  cellular  fub- 

*  Ruifch,  cent,  rar, 

f  Monro’s  Edinburgh  Medical  EfTays. 

X  Morgagni,  Epift.  42. 

§  Ibid. 

[|  This  circumftance  was  obferved  in  the  body  of  a  child  that 
was  opened  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  kidneys  were  in  a  liate  of 
fuppuration,  filled  with  flones,  and  the  ureters  as  large  as  the 
thumb,  in  the  middle  part  of  the  right  ureter  there  was  a  contrac¬ 
tion  of  its  internal  coat,  annular  in  its  form,  refembbng  much  the 
valve  of  the  pylorus  ;  the  fuperior  part  was  conhderably  dilated. 
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fiance  that  furrounds  them  becomes  firm  and  com¬ 
pact. 

The  caufes  of  retention  of  urine,  in  the  ureters, 
are  very  numerous  ;  they  may  be  divided  in  three 
clafles  :  ift,  When  they  are  obftrudled  by  the  paffage 
of  extraneous  bodies,  luch  as  {tones,  hydalids,  clots 
of  blood,  worms,  pus  or  infpifiated  mucus.  adly,When 
their  coats  are  affected  by  inflammation  or  fpafm. 
^dly,  When  the  ureters  are  prefled  upon  by  tumours  in 
the  adjacent  parts,  which  may  alter  their  fituation,  or 
prevent  the  influx  of  urine.  This  effedt  may  be 
produced  by  dropfy,  flatus  in  the  inteftines,  tumours 
in  the  mefentery  and  mefocolon,  hardened  fceces  in 
the  redlum,  fchirrus  affedtions  of  that  inteftine,  of 
the  uterus,  of  the  ovaria,  and  of  the  bladder,  inflam¬ 
mation  of  this  vifeus  fungi  at  die  mouth  of  the 
ureters,  &c. 

Whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  retention,  the  ureters 
dilate  upwards  from  the  part  where  the  obftacle  exifts, 
even  as  high  as  the  kidneys,  and  the  remaining  part  of 
thefe  canals  are  empty  and  contradled  the  reft  of  their 
extent  ;  and,  when  the  ureters  are  fecondarily  affedled, 
that  is  fubfequent  to  the  retention  of  the  urine  in  the 
bladder,  the  valvular  mode  of  communication,  which 
is  at  the  infertions  of  the  ureters  into  that  vifeus, 
is  often  effaced  -3  and  the  opening  of  communication 
between  thefe  two  cavities  becomes  fufficiently  large  to 
admit  the  finger  :  it  has  happened  frequently,  that  the 
catheter  has  been  paffed  into  one  of  the  openings, 
thus  enlarged.  This  circumftance  we  fhall  have 
pccafion  to  recolledl  $  for^  it  is  about  the  commence¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  the  ureters,  and  near  their  oblique  termina¬ 
tion  in  the  bladder,  that  extraneous  fubfiances  are 
generally  flopped  :  but,  flill,  they  are  not  unfre¬ 
quent  y  difeovered  at  that  part  of  the  ureter,  where 
it  forms  a  curvature  to  enter  the  pelvis. 

Stones  in  the  kidneys  are  one  of  the  mod  frequent 
caufes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine  :  we  mull  be  cautious 
of  forming  a  proportionate  idea  of  the  fize  of  the 
Hones,  from  the  confideration  of  the  fize  of  the 
ureters  ;  for,  they  will  often  dilate  diffidently  to  admit 
a  Hone  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut  ;  but  fometimes  very 
fmall  Hones  will  form  an  obfirudtion,  and  confe- 
quently  retention.  When  they  remain  for  a  long 
time,  they  increafe  by  frefh  depofitions,  and  give  that 
oblong  form,  which  is  generally  remarked  in  thofe 
extraneous  bodies.  Sometimes  the  urine  forms  a 
fulcus  in  one  of  the  Tides  of  the  ureter  j  and  fome¬ 
times  the  Hones,  though  ever  fo  large,  will  produce 
only  a  partial  retention.  * 

Hydatides  will  fomedmes  produce  this  difeafe: 
Morgagni  has  found  a  ureter  full  of  thefe  vehicles.* 
Mr.  Default  has  prefented  a  preparation  of  this  nature 
to  the  Academy  of  Surgery,  which  he  took  from 
the  body  of  a  woman,  one  of  whofe  kidneys  appear¬ 
ed  little  elfe  but  an  affemblage  of  hydatides,  adhering 
to  a  very  flender  pedicle.  The  ureter  of  the  lame 
fide  contained  many  of  the  fize  of  a  raifin-fione, 
which  feemed  as  if  they  had  been  detached  from  the 

*  De  Caufis  Sc  Sedibus  Morb. 
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kidney,  and,  flopping  in  the  ureters,  had  intercepted 
the  courfe  of  the  urine. 

We  have  no  cafes  to  adduce  in  fupport  of  the 
opinion,  that  retention  of  the  urine,  in  the  ureter,  is 
ever  occafioned  by  pus  or  infpiffated  mucus  :  this,  as 
a  caufe  of  obftrudion,  we  have  only  advanced  on 
the  authority  of  authors,  and  not  from  our  opinion  ; 
we  alfo  entertain  our  doubts  refpeding  the  fpafmodic 
affedion  of  the  ureters,  or  at  leaft  it  is  a  que  ft  ion 
whether  their  powers  of  contradion  and  fpafm  are 
fufficient  to  obftrud  the  paffage  of  urine  ;  for,  cer¬ 
tainly,  there  is  no  analogy  of  ftrudure  between  thefe 
tubes  and  the  capillary  veffels  of  the  kidneys  :  we  can 
conceive  that  thefe  laft,  if  poffeffed  of  great  tone, 
might  contrad  fufficient! y  on  themfelves  for  their 
cavities  to  be  effaced  ;  but,  for  the  fame  exTed  to  take 
place  in  the  ureters,  we  muff  fuppofe  they  poffefs 
nearly  the  fame  irritability  as  muff  les  -,  and  we  are 
equally  difinclined  to  believe  they  have  this  property 
as  to  agree  with  Hoffman  in  their  motions  of  fyitole 
and  diaitole. 

We  alfo  are  very  doubtful  that  the  colon,  when 
diftended  with  flatus,  can  comprefs  the  ureter  with 
fufficient  force  to  produce  fuppreffion  of  urine  ;  but 
this  effed  often  refaits  from  large  tumours,  fltuated  in 
the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  :  an  indance  of  which  oc¬ 
curred  lately,  in  a  fubjed  brought  for  anatomical 
demonffration.  A  fchirrus  uterus,  of  the  flze  of  the 
fift,  was  adhering  to  the  pofterior  part  of  the  bladder. 
The  two  ureters  were  dilated  to  the  flze  of  the 
linger  ;  the  infundibulum,  of  the  right  fide,  was 

twice 
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twice  its  natural  iize,  and  the  kidneys  about  one^ 
third.  .  '  '  ' 

We  rarely  know,  till  after  death,  that  the  feat 
of  retention  had  exifted  in  the  ureters.  We  meet 
with  thefe  retentions  frequently  in  fubjedls,  who, 
during  their  life,  never  experienced  any  affection 
of  their  urinary  organs  :  and,  certainly,  in  the  living 
fubjedt,  we  have  no  fenfible  proof  that  the  retention 
exifts  in  the  ureters.  For,  however  extenfive  and 
confiderable  the  dilation  may  be  in  the  ureters  or 
infundibulum,  yet  no  external  tumour  appears,  nor 
can  it  be  difcovered  through  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen. 

When  the  retention  exifts  only  on  one  fide,  the 
quantity  of  urine  evacuated  is  not  diminifhed  ;  the 
other  kidney  fecreting  double  the  quantity.  When  a 
total  retention  takes  place,  on  both  Tides  at  once,  it  is 
confounded  with  fupprdfion  of  urine  ;  which,  indeed, 
foon  follows,  attended  with  the  ufual  fymptoms. 

It  is  only  then,  by  commemorative  fymptoms, 
joined  to  thofe  of  the  feat  and  nature  of  the  pain, 
that  we  are  enabled  to  point  out  its  fituation.  For 
example  :  if  a  man,  after  experiencing  the  fymptoms 
attendant  on  ftones  in  the  kidneys,  fhould  immediately 
feel  a  pungent  pain  in  the  courfe  of  the  ureters, 
with  a  lenfe  of  weight  and  tenfion,  extending  from 
the  part  where  the  Hone  is  fixed  to  the  legion  of 
the  kidneys,  we  then  have  reafon  to  infer  that  the 
retention  is  produced  by  a  ftone  obflrudting  the  urine 
in  that  canah 
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This  opinion  is  rendered  ftiil  more  probable, 
when  a  patient,  having  once  voided  fmali  {tones  with 
the  urine,  is  attacked  with  the  fame  pains,  which, 
ceafing  on  a  fudden,  are  fucceeded  by  fymptoms 
that  indicate  the  exigence  of  a  {tone  in  the  bladder. 
We  are  juftified  alfo  in  fuppoling  that  retention  is 
occafioned  by  prefiure  on  the  ureters,  if  the  paflage 
of  the  urine  is  fuddenly  obftruded,  and  there  exiits 
carcinomatous  afredions  of  the  redtum  or  uterus, 
without  previous  affedtion  of  the  urinary  organs. 

Retention  of  urine  in  the  ureters,  according  to 
the  caufe,  is  more  or  lefs  dangerous.  When  it  is 
retained  for  a  length  of  time  in  a  dilated  ureter,  it 
becomes  acrid  and  corrupt,  produces  irritation  in  that 
canal  which  is  propagated  to  the  kidney  itfelf,  and 
brings  on  luppuration  in  that  vifcus  with  its  atten¬ 
dant  confequences.  Sometimes,  when  the  ureter  is 
extremely  diftended,  it  gives  way,  and  the  urine  is 
extravafated  in  the  adjoining  parts,  or  diffufed  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  producing  a  droply  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  defcription. 

But  we  may  comble  ourle  Ives,  for  the  obfcurity  of 
the  caufes  of  retention  of  urine  in  the  ureters,  with 
this  idea,  that,  if  known,  they  throw  no  light  on  the 
cure.  Medicine  can  afford  but  little  aid  -,  and,  from 
the  nature  of  its  fituation,  no  advantage  can  poffibly 
be  derived  from  the  affiilance  of  the  lurgeon  ;  except 
in  fome  particular  cafes,  that  are,  however,  ex¬ 
tremely  rare.  If  the  retention  ihould  happen  to  arife 
from  a  quantity  of  indurated  fœces  in  the  redum, 
their  extraction  would  re-dlablifh  the  flow  of  urine. 


or 


or  if  the  obftru&ion  arofe  from  a  Hone,  fituated  at 
the  infertion  of  the  ureter  in  the  bladder,  fimilar  to 
the  cafe  related  in  this  Journal,  page  36,  it  might  be 
eafily  extracted  by  the  directions  laid  down  in  that 
obfervation  :  and  fometimes  an  opening  might  be 
fuccefsfully  made  in  the  lumbar  region,  in  çalès  of 
urinous  depofits,  fubfequent  to  retention,  when  other- 
wile  death  would  be  inevitable.  But  there  remains 
frequently  a  fiftulous  orifice  in  the  part  where  the 
opening  is  made,  unlefs  it  gives  exit  to  the  extraneous 
fubftance  that  formed  the  obltruCtion  in  the  ureter. 
In  other  cafes  of  retention,  the  remedies,  both  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal,  fhould  be  adapted  to  the  caufe 
and  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

Vomits,  exercile  on  foot  or  horfe-back,  or  any 
plan  that  will  produce  a  general  fhock  to  the  fyftem, 
may  tend  to  difengage  the  Hone  from  the  ureter,  and 
haften  its  progrels  into  the  bladder.  But  thefe  means 
can  only  be  had  recourfe  to  when  the  Itrength  of 
the  patient  will  permit.  Baths,  mucilaginous  diuretics, 
when  the  retention  is  not  total,  mitigate  the  pain,  and 

-  r' 

even  favour  the  pallage  of  the  Hones.  An  infinite 
number  of  lithontriptic  medicines  have  been  recom¬ 
mended,  of  which  we  ihaii  treat,  under  the  article  of 
calculi  in  the  bladder. 
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Cafe  of  a  Fratiure  of  the  Olecranon  complicated  with 

one  of  the  Radius. 

[By  Mr.  Casaubon,  Surgeon  à  la  Garenne.] 


ON  the  6th  of  October,  1789,  Mr*  Cafaubon 
was  fent  for  to  a  boy  of  tv/elve  years  of  age, 
who,  in  falling,  had  received  a  fhock  on  his  left 
elbow  :  he  was  unable  either  to  extend  or  bend  the 
fore-arm  completely,  which  Mr.  Cafaubon  attributed  to 
the  conflderable  fwelling  and  ecchymofls  that  fur- 
rounded  the  joint  j  but,  on  farther  examination,  by 
performing  the  motions  of  pronation  and  fupination, 
this  laft  a&ion  proved  that  the  radius  was  fraétured 
at  its  fuperior  part.  The  ulna  appeared  to  have 
efcaped  injury  :  it  was  reduced,  and  retained  in  the 
ufual  manner,  with  this  flight  deviation,  that  the 
turns  of  the  bandage  were  carried  beyond  the  articu¬ 
lation,  on  account  of  .the  fwelling  and  ecchymofls: 
to  remove  which,  comprefles,  moiftened  in  a  refolutive 
decoction,  were  applied.  After  thefe  applications,  the 
child  was  eafler  ;  but,  as  the  bandage  had  been 
applied  beyond  the  articulation,  it  would  not  admit 
of  being  lufflciently  bent  to  be  worn  in  a  fling:  it 
was,  therefore,  placed  in  a  flate  of  extenflon  on  a 
pillow. 

Little  pain  or  inconvenience  occurred  for  the  three 
firft  days.  On  the  fourth,  the  bandage  appearing  a  little 
flack,  Mr.  Cafaubon  took  off  the  dreflings,  and 
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remarked  an  evident  projedlion,  about  one  finger** 
width  above  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  which 
was  ocçafioned  by  the  proceffus  olecranon.  Mr. 
Cafaubon  candidly  acknowledges,  that  he  was  rather 
at  a  lofs  how  to  prevent  the  conlequences  that  would 
refult  from  fuch  a  ferious  accident.  But,  agreeable 
to  the  practice  recommended  by  different  authors 
on  the  difeafes  of  the  bones,  he  preferved  it  in  a 
flex  pofition,  Mr.  Cafaubon  obferves,  that,  according 
to  the  opinions  of  the  different  authors  alluded  to, 
he  expected  ankilofis  would  be  the  inevitable  con- 
fe  que  nee.  Fortunately  the  fufferings  of  the  patient 
would  not  admit  of  that  degree  of  flexion  wiflied 
for  by.  Mr.  Cafaubon. 

During  the  fourth  day,  the  fymptoms  were  mild, 
but  extremely  aggravated  at  night.  On  the  next  day, 
the  fwelling  of  the  extremity  having  increafed,  the 
dreffings  were  removed  ;  and,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Ca¬ 
faubon,  re  fie ciin g  ferioufiy  on  the  future  fituation 
of  his  patient,  recalled  to  his  mind  the  practice 
that  Ml  Default  recommended,  in  his  le&ures,  in 
fimilar  cafes,  and  the  chara&eriitic  diftinctions  of  this 
particular  fpecies  of  fradlure.  Mr.  Cafaubon  regulated 
his  conduct  accordingly,  by  extending  the  arm,  whilft 
the  fame  bandage  maintained  the  fradtured  parts  in 
their  fituation.  The  next  day,  he  was  eafy,  and  flept 
for  about  three  hours  in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  By 
the  eighth  day,  the  fwelling  had  nearly  lubfided  : 
and  from  that  to  the  fifteenth  the  bandage  was  kept 
moiff  by  the  application  of  the  lotion  ;  and,  on  this 
day,  the  dreffings  were  removed,  when  the  fwelling 
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and  ecchymofis  were  found  perfebtly  fubfided.  By  the 
twenty- eighth,  the  bandage  was  reduced  to  a  few 
turns,  in  the  form  of  a  figure  of  eight,  firnilar  to 
what  is  ufed  in  bleeding.  On  the  thirty- fécond  day, 
all  the  dreffings  were  left  off,  and  Mr.  Cafaubon 
moved  the  arm  frequently  every  day.  The  refult  of 
this  treatment  was  completely  fuccefsful  ;  for  the 
patient,  on  the  forty- third  day,  in  the  pre fence  of 
Mr.  Cafaubon,  executed  every  motion  of  the  arm 
with  as  much  cafe  as  before  the  accident. 

In  this  cafe,  the  patient  was  near  falling  a  vibtim 
to  the  erroneous  prabtice  recommended  by  authors  : 
a  flight  recollection  of  Mr.  Default’s  dobtrines 
pointed  out  the  path  to  be  followed,  to  which  Mr. 
Cafaubon  ftribtly  adhered.  But  ftill  he  might 
have  erred  ;  and  many  others  were  in  the  fame 
error,  till  the  publication  of  Mr.  Default’s  Chirur¬ 
gical  Journal,  for  which  he  merits  the  thanks  of  the 
public,  for  the  important  fervice  he  has  rendered  to 
the  caufe  of  humanity. 
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Cafe  of  a  Carcinomatous  Affetlkn  of  the  Eye,  'with  & 
univerjal  Cancerous  Diat hefts. 

|By  Mr.  Boulet,  one  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hôtel- 

Dieu.] 

NICOLAS  Richard,  a  wool-carder,  36  years 
of  age,  applied  for  admiffion  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  on  the  2d  of  November,  -  1790,  for  the  ex¬ 
tirpation  of  his  eye,  the  ufe  of  which  he  had  loft  for 
twelve  years.  Two  years  before  his  admittance,  the 
eye  became  carcinomatous,  ’and  was  attended  with 
acute  pain,  which  returned  at  fhort  intervals.  About 
the  fame  period  he  had  an  indolent  tumour,  that 
nearly  filled  up  the  epigaftric  region;  and  was  tor¬ 
mented  with  wandering  fuperficial  pains,  fimilar  to 
rheumatic  affedions,  which  appeared  fucceffively  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  but  always  of  the  right 

fide. 

At  the  time  of  his  admiffion,  his  eye  projeded 
more  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from  the  orbit;, 
its  external  furface  was  uniformly  hard,  of  a  blackifh 
colour,  with  furrows  in  various  diredions,  affording 
a  confiderable  fceted  fanies,  fometimes  ftreaked  with 
blood.  It  was  fufRciently  infenfible  to  allow  the  finger 
to  be  paffed  over  its  furface,  without  the  patient's 
perceiving  it,  except  at  the  great  angle,  where  the 
conjondiva  was  exquifttely  fenfible. 
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The  Superior  eye-lid  was  red,  fwelled,  and  ex¬ 
tremely  painful.  The  tumour  in  the  lower  belly 
hard,  and  nearly  indolent;  it  appeared  to  extend 
tranfverfely  about  4  or  5  inches,  and  its  perpendicular 
height  to  be  little  lefs.  The  patient  at  this  time 
complained  only  of  pains  in  the  right  flioulder, 
which,  in  eight  days,  were  fucceeded  by  a  confide- 
rable  pain  in  the  right  half  of  the  head  :  at  this  period, 
the  eye  was  increafed  in  fize,  and  was  affedted  with 
violent  fhooting  pains,  which  laded  five  days.  Thefe 
pains  then  fublided  for  a  whole  week  ;  .at  the  end  of 
which,  he  was  attacked  with  pains  in  his  hip,  then 
in  the  fhoulder,  and  finally  in  the  head.  Ten  weeks 
tranfpired,  during  which  he  was  Subject  to  thefe 
alternate  attacks  ;  and  at  length  the  abdominal  tumour 
appeared  diminifhed  in  fize,  and  his  general  health 
evidently  improved.  At  this  time,  he  condantly 
affured  Mr.  Default  that  he  felt  no  pain.  Whether 
this  affertion  was  true,  or  only  to  induce  Mr.  Default 
to  expedite  the  operation,  which  he  ardently  wifhed 
for,  is  impoffible  to  fay. 

At  the  end  of  three  months,  the  tumour  in  the 
abdomen  was  diminifhed  half  in  fize,  and  would  heap 
considerable  p  reliure  without  pain.  The  date  of  the 
eye  was  nearly  the  fame,  except  that  the  fuppuration 
was  thicker  and  lefs  in  quantity.  On  the  106th  day, 
his  health  was  improved  ;  he  flept  well,  and  his  appe¬ 
tite  returned  :  he  procured  by  dealth,  in  the  evening, 
fome  indigedible  food.  He  had  no  complaint  in  the 
evening,  nor  in  the  morning,  at  the  ufual  time  he  was 
vifited  ;  but,  about  ten  o’clock,  he  felt  himfelf  very 
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uncomfortable,  and  could  eat  no  dinner  :  he  was  foon 
after  attacked  with  a  fyncope,  which  was  only  mo¬ 
mentary  :  he  walked  in  the  ward  in  the  afternoon, 
but  a  new  fainting-fit  coming  on,  he  was  put  imme¬ 
diately  to  bed,  '  On  the  evening  vifit,  he  complained 
of  a  violent  pain  in  his  head,  the  pulfe  was  fmall  and 
intermittent,  and  in  the  night  he  was  attacked  with 
vomitings,  and  expired  a  little  before  morning,  on 
the  107th  day,  after  his  admiflion  on  the  1 6th  of 
February,  1791. 


Appearances  on  Dijjeffion. 

The  tumour  of  the  eye  was  immediately  exami¬ 
ned,  which  was  an  enlargement  of  the  globe,  and  fa 
completely  diforganifed,  that  it  appeared  a  fhapelefs 
infen  fate  mafs,  of  a  blackidi  colour,  and  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  liver, 

On  the  opening  of  the  abdomen,  we  found  the 
liver  of  an  extraordinary  fize  ;  it  pufhed  the  dia¬ 
phragm  upwards,  and  defended  confiderably  below 
the  ribs.  The  left  fide  occupied  all  the  anterior 
part  of  the  epigadric  region,  and  part  of  the  left 
hypocondrium  ;  its  furface  was  rendered  rough  by 
tubercles  of  different  colours,  mod  of  them  blackifh, 
but  fome  verging  towards  yellow  3  and  all  including 
a  fubftance,  fimilar  to  that  generally  difcoVered  in 
cancerous  affections  of  the  bread  :  the  internal  fur- 
face  of  the  lobe  was  covered  with  fimilar  tubercles, 

There 
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There  were  alfo  tubercles,  though  in  lefs  quantity,  on 
the  furface,  and  in  the  fubftance  of  the  great  lobe 
of  the  liver,  a  part  of  whofe  convex  furface  adhered 
to  the  peritoneum.  The  lobulus  fpigelii  was  little 
increafed  in  fize,  but  appeared  wholly  compofed  of 
this  fpecies  of  tubercle.  The  little  omentum  was 
changed  into  a  fimilar  mafs  :  it  was  nine  inches  in 
length,  fix  in  thicknefs,  and  on  its  internal  furface 
there  were  fome  gangrenous  points  :  the  great  omen¬ 
tum  was  alfo  covered  with  thefe  tubercles,  many  of 
them  two  inches  in  diameter  ;  they  were  alfo  dif- 
covered  along  the  arch  of  the  colon  and  the  great 

curvature  of  the  ftomach.  The  mefentery  was 

covered  ;  and  fo  many  were  attached  to  the  intef- 
tines,  that  they  appeared  to  take  place  of  the  appendices 
epiploicæ.  A  tumour  of  the  fame  nature,  and  three 
inches  in  diameter,  was  attached  even  to  the  body  of 
the  bladder,  and  was  elevated  above  the  pubis.  An¬ 
other  of  the  fame  fize  was  found  on  the  body  of  that 
yifcus,  and  both  covered  by  the  peritoneum.  A  great 
quantity  of  limilar  tumours,  but  fmalier,  were  dis¬ 
covered  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  reflum,  and 

occupied  nearly  a  fourth  part  of  the  cavity  of  the 

pelvis. 

The  right  kidney,  though  twice  its  natural  fize, 
was  healthy  in  its  appearance.  On  the  left  fide, 
there  was  neither  kidney,  renal,  artery,  ureter,  or 
any  trace  that  thefe  parts  had  ever  exifted,  except  the 
glandula  renalis,  which  adhered  to  the  left  extremity 
of  the  pancreas. 
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On  the  furface  of  the  lungs,  tubercles  of  the 
fame  defcription  were  found  as  were  difcovered  in 
the  abdomen,  but  fmaller,  and  lefs  in  number.  There 
were  two  attached  to  the  heart,  each  half  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  one  attached  by  a  pedicle  to  the  origin  of 
the  aorta,  and  the  other  to  the  commencement  of 
the  pulmonary  artery. 


Fractures  of  the  Clavicle , 


[By  Mr.  Garnier,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.l 
N  the  14th  of  January,  1791,  Andrew  Privé 


a  carman,  aged  48,  fell  from  his  horfe,  and 
pitched  on  his  fhoulder  :  a  furgeon  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  was  fent  for,  who  proceeded  to  the  reduction 
in  the  following  manner  :  The  patient  was  feated  on 
a  low  flooj,  and  an  afiiftant  was  defired  to  keep  the 
trunk  fixed,  by  placing  his  knee  between  the  fhoulders, 
and  drawing  the  arm  backwards  :  the  cavity  above 
the  clavicle  was  filled  with  tow  dipt  in  a  mixture  of 
warm  wine,  brandy,  and  the  white  of  an  egg.  The 
bandage,  in  the  form  of  a  figure  of  8,  was  then 
applied,  but  without  procuring  eafe  to  the  patient, 
which  gave  rife  to  a  fufpicion  that  it  was  not 
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reduced,  or,  at  lead:,  that  it  was  not  properly  retained 
in  its  iituation  :  after  two  days,  finding  his  pains 
not  diminifhed,  he  came  to  Paris.  The  fraCtured 
portions  of  the  bone  were  fo  imperfectly  maintained 
.in  their  fituadon,  that,  during  his  walk,  he  was 
obliged  to  fupport  them  with  his  right  hand,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  bruifed  or  difplaced  ;  and  when,  from 
Atigue,  he  could  no  longer  keep  up  this  preflure, 
the  pain  became  infupportable,  When  arrived  at  his 
mailer’s  houfe,  he  went  to  bed,  and  palled  the  night 
without  deep.  The  1 8th  of  January,  he  came  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  where  the  fraCture  was  difcovered  by  the 
following  figns  :  the  head  was  inclined  toward  the 
fraClured  fide,  the  fhouider  drawn  downwards  by  the 
weight  of  the  humerus,  and  forwards  by  the  aCtions 
of  the  peCtoral  mufcles  and  the  ferratus  major  anticus. 
The  fragments  of  the  bone  rode  over  each  other,  the 
Iternal  portion  was  carried  forwards  and  upwards, 
and  the  humeral  portion  backwards  and  downwards. 
By  elevating  the  arm,  the  crepitus  was  diftinCtly  felt  ; 
and,  by  moving  the  fraClured  portions  in  different 
directions,  the  fpiintered  portions  of  the  fcapular 
portion  of  the  cavicle  were  eafily  diftinguifhed  by 
their  particular  mobility, 

Mr.  Default,  convinced  from  experience  that  the 

/  *  *■ 

-methods  he  employs  for  the  retention  of  this  fraCture 
were  adequate  to  its  reduction,  defired  the  patient  to 
{land,  while  an  alfiftant  elevated  the  arm  fufliciently 
to  bring  it  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the  body  ; 
then  applied  to  the  fide  of  the  bread:  a  pad,  made  of 
old  linen,  as  long  as  the  humerus,  in  the  form  of  a 
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wedge,  the  width  of  which  w7as  from  4  to  5  inches  j- 
and  the  bafe,  which  was  3  inches  thick,  was  placed 
in  the  axilla,  and  retained  in  that  fituation  by  means 
of  a  bandage  5  or  6  ells  in  length,  and  3  fingers 
breadth  :  one  end  was  applied  to  the  middle  of  the  • 
pad,  and  confined  in  that  fituation  by  two  cir¬ 
cular  turns  round  the  body,  then  paffed  before 
the  bread;  above  the  right  fnoulder,  then  behind, 
and  afterwards  under  -,  the  roller  was  then  brought 
horizontally  before  the  bread;  on  the  pad,  then 
obliquely  upwards  behind  the  bread;,  on  the  right 
fhoulder,  juft  forwards,  and  then  under  1  then  it  was 
carried  horizontally  behind  the  bread;  on  the  pad, 
and  continued  in  the  fame  way  till  the  whole  bandage 
was  expended. 

_  The  furgeon  fupported  the  pad  in  the  axilla 
with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other,  elevated  the 
elbow,  fo  as  to  bring  the  fcapular  fragment  of  the 
clavicle  in  contact  with  the  flernal  portion,  preding 
the  pad  againfl  the  breads  making  with  the  arm, 
by  this  method,  a  lever  of  the  -firft  fpecies,  by 
which  means  the  arm  was  brought  from  the  trunk, 
and  the  clavicle  kept  in  a  ftate  of  extenfion. 

An  adiflant  was  defired  to  retain  the  arm  in  this 
fituation  with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other,  to 
fupport  the  fore-arm,  bent  in  a  horizontal  pofition  ; 
the  palm  of  the  hand  applied  to  the  anterior  part  of 
the  bread;.  By  this  plan  of  treatment,  the  bones 
were  brought  in  their  natural  fituation,  and  in  fuch 
an  exad  ftate  of  appofition,  that  no  irregularity  or 
deformity  remained. 
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The  arm  was  retained  in  this  pofition  by  a  ban-» 
dage  of  6  or  7  ells  in  length  and  4  fingers  in  breadth  $ 
the  end  was  applied  before  the  right  axilla,  and 
brought  horizontally  before  the  breaft,  on  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  arm,  behind  the  breaft,  and  under  the 
axilla:  this  firft  turn  of  the  bandage  was  farther 
fecured,  by  being  twice  paffed  in  the  fame  manner  : 
the  turns  were  then  receded  oyer  each  other,  and 
expanded  on  the  breaft  and  the  reft  of  the  arm  5  and, 
as  it  approached  near  the  elbow,  the  bandage  was 
drawn  tighter,  and  palled  in  circular  turns  round  the 
fore-arm,  and  pinned  to  that  part, 

The  corners  of  the  pad  were  pinned  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  bandage,  and  the  hand  received  an 
additional  fupport  by  the  middle  of  a  comprefs,  the 
ends  of  which  were  pinned  to  the  anterior  part  of  the 
bandage  ;  the  vacuities  above  and  below  the  cavicle, 
were  filled  with  lints  and  the  fradlured  portions 
covered  with  compreffes,  dipt  in  aq.  veg.  which  were 
doubled,  and  feven  or  eight  inches  in  length,  and 
three  wide. 

Under  the  right  axilla,  the  end  of  a  bandage,  feven 
or  eight  ells  in  length,  and  three  fingers  wide,  was 
applied,  and  paffed  obliquely  above  the  breaft,  on  the 
compreffes  which  covered  the  clavicle,  behind  the 
fhoulder  and  the  arm,  under  the  elbow,  (which  the 
affiftant  ftill  continued  to  fupport,)  then  obliquely 
upwards  before  the  breaft,  and  under  the  right  axilla* 
Over  the  firft  turn  of  the  bandage  it  was  paffed  three 
times  precifely  in  the  fame  way,  and  the  remainder 
pf  the  bandage,  brought  from  behind  forwards  under 
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the  light  axilla,  was  expended  in  circular  turns,  palled 
from  the  right  to  the  left  on  the  arm,  and  round  the 
bread,  to  fix  the  firft  part  of  the  bandage,  and  to 
carry  back  the  arm  that  correfponded  with  the 
fra&ured  clavicle:  particular  attention  was  paid  to 
prevent  the  bandage  getting  loofe,  by  fecuring  it  in 
different  parts  by  means  of  pins. 

The  patient  was  fo  perfectly  eafy  the  next  day, 
that  no  particular  regimen  was  deemed  neceffary. 
The  third  day,  the  bandage  becoming  loofe,  it  was 
re-applied  exadtly  as  before.  On  the  18  th  day, 
the  fradture  was  firmly  united  ;  but,  as  there  had  been 
Jplinters,  it  was  thought  prudent  not  to  leave  off  the 
dreffings  immediately.  On  the  2  id,  they  were  totally 
omitted,  and,  on  the  30th,  the  patient  left  the  hofpita! 
perfedtly  well,  without  the  lead  deformity,  and  with 
the  ufe  of  his  arm  as  perfedt  as  before  the  accident*. 


CASE  II. 

MARGARET  Perain,  of  Paris,  aged  28,  was 
thrown  down  by  a  horfe  on  the  28  th  of  April, 
1789.  She  pitched  on  her  right  fhoulder  on  a  part 
of  the  pavement  that  was  higher  than  the  red,  and 
fradtured  the  clavicle  at  both  its  curvatures.  The 
fame  bandage,  &c.  was  employed  as  in  the  lad- 

mentioned 
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mentioned  cafe  ;  with  this  difference,  that  a  Iplintr 
was  placed  the  whole  length  of  the  clavicle,  to 
prevent  the  middle  portion  being  depreffed  by  the 
bandage.  In  the  fpace  of  2 1  days  the  patient  was  * 
cured,  and  without  the  leaft  deformity. 


CASE  III. 


ÏARY  Catharine  Purlet,  15  years  of  age,  fell 
on  her  left  fhoulder,  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1789.  Three  days  after  the  accident  fhe  went  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu,  and,  on  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  middle  part  of  the  clavicle  was  featured  in  a  very 
fingular  manner  ;  as  the  fcapular  portion  projedted 
above  the  fternal.  This  fracture  was  reduced  and 
retained  in  'the  fame  way  as  in  the  preceding  cafes  ; 
with  this  difference,  that  the  fhoulder  was  iefs 
elevated,  and  a  thicker  comprefs  was  placed  on 
that  part  of  the  bone  that  was  next  to  the  fhoulder, 
and  fecured  by  more  turns  of  the  bandage  than 
dual.  The  clavicle  was  firmly  united  by  the  15th 
day,  without  any  deformity. 
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CASE  IV. 

PETER  Louis  G  rule,  of  Paris,  received  a  kick 
from  a  horfe  on  the  right  fhoulder,  which 
knocked  him  down.  Notwithftanding  the  pain  and 
inconvenience  that  he  fuffered,  he  continued  his 
ordinary  occupation,  nor  did  he  apply  to  the  Elotel 
Dieu  till  5  days  after  the  accident,  which  Was  on  the 
ad  of  December,  1789*  Though  the  fwelling  was 
considerable,  the  fraéture  was  eafily  reduced,  and,  by 
attending  to  the  fame  plan  of  treatment,  was  cured 
without  deformity  in  21  days. 


*  ,  / 
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CASE  V. 

MARY  Jeanifont  was  thrown  down,  by  a  car¬ 
riage,  in  the  ftreet  5  and  applied  to  the 
Hôtel  Dieu  for  a  fraéture  of  the  right  clavicle, 
accompanied  with  contufion  about  the  middle  of 
that  bone.  Sne  was  treated  after  the  fame  manner 
as  the  padents  in  the  preceding  cafes;  and  was 
difmified,  on  the  25  th  day  after  the  accident,  without 
,  a  fxngle  trace  of  the  fraéture. 


x 
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(  135  ) 


I 


CASE  VI. 

\ 

IN  the  fame  manner  Francis  Beauval  was  treated  5 
who,  at  60  years  of  age,  had  the  humeral  portion 
of  his  left  clavicle  fradtured,  from  a  fhock  he  received 
on  the  fhoulder.  The  flernal  portion  projected  for¬ 
wards,  and  the  acromion  was  carried  backwards  and 
downwards  ;  the  fradlure  was  reduced  and  retained  as 
u.fual:  but,  on  the  24th  day,  the  patient  deranged 
the  dreflings,  and  difplaced  the  fragments,  which 
were  not  yet  perfedlly  united.  He  was  cured,  how¬ 
ever,  without  any  deformity,  and  difcharged  the 
hofpital  on  the  48  th  day. 

\ 


CASE  YfL 

rip  HE  1 2th  of  June,  1789,  Mary  Anne  Aubry, 
JL  of  Paris,  aged  59,  fell  down  flairs,  and  frac¬ 
tured  the  middle  part  of  her  clavicle.  She  came 
the  next  day  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  and,  on  examination, 
the  bones  were  found  to  ride  over  each  other  above 
two  inches  ;  and,  befides  this  accident,  die  had  a  con- 
fiderable  wound  on  the  head,  accompanied  with  vio¬ 
lent 
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lent  contufion,  which  was  followed  with  formation  of 
matter.  Although  this  fradture  was  properly  retained 
and  reduced,  yet  the  fragments  admitted  of  motion 
on  the  48th  day,  nor  were  they  perfectly  united 
till  the  56th. 


CASE  VIII- 

JOHN  Beaudelot,  aged  41,  fradtured  his  clavicle* 
near  the  fcapular  extremity,  in  falling  from  2 
ladder  on  his  fhoulder  :  he  came  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu 
on  the  2pth  of  Odtober,  1789,  three  days  after  the 
accident.  This  patient  was  impatient  and  untradtabie, 
and  frequently  difplaced  the  dreffings  ;  w-hich  did  not, 
however,  prevent  the  union  of  the  fradture,  of  which 
no  trace  was  left  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  after  its 
redudtion. 


CASE  IX* 

TEIE  cafe  of  Frances  Ayard,  of  Rouen,  aged  58, 
who  had  been  thrown  down  in  a  crowd  on  the 
24th  of  May,  1790,  was  fomewhat  different.  Her 
clavicle  was  fradtured,  and  confiderably  fplintered  ;  the 
redudtion  and  union  were  completed,  however,  without 

difficulty  -, 
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difficulty  ;  but  the  patient,  reftlefs  and  impatient,  took 
the  dreffings  off  the  next  day,  and  difp’aced  the  frac¬ 
tured  extremities.  She  purfued  the  fame  conduct  of 
diiplacing  the  bandage,  &c.  till  the  16th  day,  when 
ffie  became  more  tradlable  *  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  difplace  the  fcapular  part  of  the  clavicle, 
which  was  a  little  depreffed  under  the  fternal  portion 
of  that  bone,  without  fuccefs,  as  the  callus  was 
perfectly  formed. 


■—WMUggBM 


CASE  X. 

*;  •  >:y  .  ■  ,  .  i 

MARY  Tomb  on,  40  years  of  age,  fradiured  her 
clavicle  in  falling  from  a  chair  ;  the  fradture 
was  well  retained  till  the  10th  day,  when,  believing 
herfelf  cured,  ffie  removed  the  dreffings.  The  fradture 
was  difplaced  and  again  reduced  *  but,  ffiil  continuing 
intradtable,  ffie  would  make  ufe  of  her  right  hand, 
which  loofened  the  bandage  :  ffie  was  punifhed  for  her 
imprudence*  for,  though  the  fradture  had  united  by  the 
3  2d  day,  the  humeral  portion  was  depreffed  below 
the  fternal,  and  united  at  an  angle. 


-  ) 


L 


CASE 
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CASE  XL 

A  woman,  77  years  of  age,  fra&ured  her  left 
clavicle  about  the  middle,  in  attempting  to 
carry  a  burthen  of  wood  on  her  fhouider.  The 
pain  difappeared  die  indent  it  was  reduced,  the 
drefiings  were  not  difplaced,  and  the  fracture  was 
confolidated  on  the  12th  day. 

^  . __ . .  . _ 

CASE  XIL 

JOHN  Teffier,  60  years  of  age,  received  a  blow 
with  a  ftick  on  the  left  dioulder,  on  the  1 9th  of 
January,  1789.  The  refult  was  a  fracture  of  the 
clavicle,  the  fame  as  the  preceding  :  it  was  perfectly 
united  by  the  34th  day. 


CASE  XIII. 


GENEVIEVE  Audinet,  70  years  of  age,  was 
thrown  down  by  a  horfe,  and  fra&ured  her 
right  clavicle.  The  dreffings  were  not  difplaced  ; 
and,  on  the  28  th  day,  the  fra&ure  was  perfectly 
firm  and  united. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 


'ARY  Leclerc,  the  fame  age  as  the  preceding, 
rJL  fradtured  her  left  clavicle  about  the  middle, 
in  falling  down  flairs.  She  was  admitted  into  the 


Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  24th  of  Augud,  1788,  two  days 
after  the  accident.  In  25  days  (he  was  dilcharged 
perfe&fy  cured. 


CASE  XV, 

MARY  Ni  vet,  of  Paris,  75  years  of  age,  frac¬ 
tured  her  clavicle  on  the  29th  of  Jify,  1788. 
During  the  treatment  of  her  cafe,  fhe  was  frequently 
attacked  with  affedlions  of  the  primæ  viæ,  colics,  &c„ 
occafioned  mofl  probably  by  a  large  umbilical  hernia, 
which  fhe  had  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  was  at 
this  period  irreducible.  Thefe  circumftances,  together 
with  her  advanced  age,  were  no  impediment  to  the 
perfedl  reunion  of  the  fra&ure,  which  took  place  on 
the  2  2d  day. 


JL  2 


Obfervation Jr 
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Gif erv  citions  on  Frabfures  of  the  Clavicle. 


f  HE  fradture  of  the  clavicle  occurs  more 


JL  frequently,  and  is  more  obvious,  than  any 
other  fpecies  of  fradture  ;  and  yet,  by  a  fmgular 
fatality,  its  treatment  is  lefs  underftood.  Since  the 
time  of  Hippocrates,  to  the  prelent  day,  authors 
have  done  little  more  than  copy  one  another  on 
this  fubjedt. 

The  attention  of  the  Greek  phyficians  was  directed 
to  the  projedtion  generally  formed  by  the  fternal  frag¬ 
ment,  which  they  conceived  fhouid  always  be  de- 
preffed  to  the  level  of  the  humeral  portion  ;  and 
they  endeavoured  to  accomplifh  this  objedt  by 
mechanical  means  ;  fuch  as  the  application  of  lead, 
or  thick  comprelles,  retained  on  the  clavicle  by  means 
of  bandages.  Such  was  the  method  employed,  till 
the  infulliciency  and  bad  tendency  of  this  pradtice 
was  pointed  out  by  Hippocrates  ;  who,  being  more 
accurate  and  attentive  in  his  obfervations  than  his 
predeceffors*  remarked  that  the  projedting  portion 
of  the  fternal  portion  was  in  fadt  not  more  elevated, 
but  that  this  appearance  arofe  from  the  humeral 
portion  being  deprefled,  in  confequence  of  being 
drawn  down  with  the  fhoulder,  and  that  conlequently 
our  endeavours  fhould  be  diredted  to  raife  this  portion 
on  a  level  with  the  other.  Such  are  the  principles 
©n  which  his  dodtrines  and  pradtice  were  founded  ;  he 


recommends 


/ 
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recommends  the  arm  to  be  brought  to  the  fide* 
and  the  fhoulder  to  be  elevated,  fo  as  to  form  an 
acute  angle,  and  to  be  maintained  in  that  fituation 
by  a  proper  bandage.  This  plan,  according  to  our  au¬ 
thor,  will  tend  to  bring  the  ends  of  the  bone  in  a  {late 
of  apportion,  and  procure  their  reunion*,  at  lead;  it 
will  effect  this  when  the  humeral  portion  is  depreffed 
below  the  fternal,  which  is  generally  the  cafe.  But 
this  method  will  not  always  completely  fucceed  ;  for 
inftance,  when  the  bones  ride  over  each  other,  or 
when  the  fcapular  portion  is  forced  backwards.  In 
thefe  cafes,  Hippocrates  recommends  the  patient  to 
be  laid  on  a  hard  body,  (a  plank,  for  inftance,)  and 
his  fhoulders  to  be  drawn  backwards  with  fome 
degree  of  force,  and  maintained  in  this  fituation  by 
a  fort  of  fpica  bandage.  If  the  fcapular  fragment 
fhould  proje£t  forward,  he  recommends  the  elbow  to 
be  brought  forward  on  the  breaft,  and  the  palm  of 
the  hand  to  be  applied  againft  the  oppofite  fhoulder. 
And,  with  refped  to  the  cafe,  which  very  rarely 
occurs,  of  the  fcapular  portion  projecting  above 
the  fternal,  he  fays  nothing,  as  the  weight  of  the 
Ihoulder  is  alone  fufficient  to  bring  it  to  its  former 
fituation. 

What  Paulus  Æginetus  fays  on  fra&ures  of  the 
clavicle  feems  to  be  a  commentary  on  the  text  of 

*  Quod  ft  quis  brachium,  quàm  maximè  ad  latus  addu£tum 
furfum  propellat,  fie  ut  quam  acutiiïimus  humerus  appareat,  eo 
jnodo  plane  continget,  ut  cum  ofte  quod  peétore  adhæret,  unde 
efc  avulfa  adaptetur. 


Hippocrates  | 
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Hippocrates;  he  makes  his  extenfion  by  carrying 
the  arm  upwards  and  outwards.  In  certain  cafes* 
he  places  a  comprefs  between  the  fhoulders,  whilft 
an  affiftant  draws  them  backwards,  and  then  applies 
the  fpica  bandage;  he  alfo  mentions,  that  the  arm 
fhould  not  be  fupported,  but  left  hanging  to  the 
fide,  when  the  humeral  portion  is  more  elevated 
than  the  fternal  ;  in  a  word,  his  ideas  and  practice  are 
precifely  the  fame  ;  the  only  circumilance  in  which 
he  varies  is  the  recommending  a  ball  to  be  placed 
in  the  axilla,  to  make  a  more  forcible  extenfion, 
when  the  means  recommended  by  Hippocrates  are 

inadequate  to  the  reduction. 

Albucafis,  the  author,  who  revived  furgery  among 
the  Arabians,  borrowed  of  Paulus  Æginetus  the  idea 
of  placing  a  ball  in  the  axilla,  and  the  ufe  of  the 
figure-of-8  bandage  :  he  kept  the  fhoulder  conftantly 
elevated,  and  fupported  the  arm  in  a  fling  during  the 
day,  which  he  fixed,  in  the  day,  to  the  neck  of  the 
patient,  and  fupported  it,  at  night,  by  placing  a 
pillow  under  the  axilla  A 

Lanfranc  and  Gui  de  Chaubac  have  only  tran- 
fcribed  what  has  been  faid  by  the  above-mentioned 
authors  :  the  laft,  inilead  of  laying  the  patient  on  a 
thick  pillow,  attempts  the  redudion,  by  applying  the 
knee  between  the  fhoulders  of  the  patient;  (agree¬ 
able  to  mofc  modern  practitioners,  who  have  imitated 
this  practice;)  and,  if  the  deprelièd  poîtion  w&s  not 

*  Pono  fab  titlllico  dormientis  in  no£ie  pulvinar  parvum,  ut 
tflevetur  cum  eo  brachium  aut  liga  brachium  ad  collurn  ejus, 


by 
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by  this  means  fiifficiently  elevated,  he  recommended 
the  application  of  an  agglutinative  plalter  to  produce 
this  effect,  a  dodtrine  fo  abfurd  that  we  are  affonilhed 
to  find  it  mentioned  by  ibme  modern  authors. 

Pecceti  has  gone  farther  than  preceding  writers, 
whofe  works  he  has  attentively  confidered,  and  from 
whom  he  has  frequently  tranfcribed  ;  for,  he  re¬ 
commends  the  ball  to  be  left  in  the  axilla  during 
the  whole  treatment,  but  kill  ufes  the  figure-of-8 
bandage.  % 

Subfequent  writers  have  only  commented  on  thofe 
authors  we  have  recited  ;  but,  as  the  greateft  part 
were  not  practitioners,  they  have  omitted  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  one  part  of  their  dodtrine,  the  moil 
effential  of  all. 

The  ball,  which,  with  Paulus  Æginetus,  Avicennus, 
and  Albucafis,  was  the  principal  means  of  redudtion, 
has  been  viewed  only  by  the  moderns  as  merely 
a  means  to  fill  up  the  axilla,  to  prevent  the  parts 
being  excoriated  from  the  application  of  the  bandage  : 
but  this  is  not  the  only  error  in  which  they  have  fallen, 
the  fradture  of  the  clavicle  was  invariably  followed 
with  more  or  lefs  deformity,  a  remark  generally 
made  :  but  moft  furgeons,  miflead  by  a  falfe  theory 
relpedting  the  union  of  fradtures,  conceived  it  was 
impoffible  to  furround  the  clavicle  by  a  bandage  that 
would  prevent  the  irregular  {hooting  of  the  collus. 
Some,  however,  obferved  that  the  bandage  of  the 
ancients,  then  in  ufe,  did  not  prevent  the  motion  of 
the  fradture d  portions ,  but  the  means  that  they  fub- 

L  4  ftituted. 
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ftituted,  adopted,  and  on  the  fame  principles,  were 
not  found  to  anfwer  the  intention. 

The  iron  crofs  of  Heifler  and  of  the  author  of 
La  Chirurgie  commette ,  the  compte fs  by  which 
Mr.  Petit  kept  the  fhoulders  backwards,  and  other 
contrivances,  are  only  different  modifications  of  the 
figure -of  8  bandage:  the  inconveniences  and  infuff 
ficiences  of  which  are  demonftrated  by  every  modern 
author  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  unneceffary  to  reafon  on 
the  fubjebt,  as  we  find,  from  experience,  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  inadequate  to  produce  the  effect  we  wifh  ;  and, 
indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  all  furgeons,  no  bandage 
has  been  yet  contrived  to  retain  the  frabtured  parts 
fufficiently  to  prevent  deformity  and  pain. 

Mr.  Default,  firmly  perfuaded  that  a  confiant  flate 
of  extenfion  was  abfoiutely  neceffary  to  keep  the 
parts  in  a  flate  of  immobility  and  procure  their  re¬ 
union,  invented,  in  1768,  a  bandage  that  completely 
anfwtred  this  indication  -,  which,  as  defcribed  in 
Cafe  I.  fome  perlons  have  conceived  that  it  is  to  be 
found  in  Paulus  Æginetus.  This  author  certainly  ac- 
complilffed  the  reduction  when  it  was  difficult,  by 
bringing  the  elbow  on  the  break,  and  feparating,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm,  by  means 
of  a  thick  ball  placed  in  the  axilla  ;  but,  from  his  own 
account,  wTe  learn,  that  he  did  not  keep  up  this  means 
of  extenfion  during  the  whole  treatment.  He,  indeed, 
adds,  in  a  few  lines,  that,  after  the  redubfion  of  the 
frablure,  being  covered  with  thick  compreffes,  a  ball 
of  wool  fhould  be  placed  in  the  axilla,  and  the  ban¬ 
dage 
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dage  fliould  pafs,  under  both  axillæ,  on  the  fractured 
clavicle,  fcapula,  &c. 

After  *  the  application  of  this  bandage,  it  is  evi^ 
dent  that  placing  a  ball  of  wool  in  the  axilla  was 
merely  to  furnifh  a  point  of  fupport  to  the  bandage, 
which,  without  this  precaution,  would  have  pafîed 
only  over  thofe  parts  where  the  mufcles  projedt  -,  and, 
what  farther  confirms  this  idea  is  that  the  author  em¬ 
ploys  no  method  to  keep  the  arm  clofe  to  the  trunk, 
but  refis  fatisfied  with  iufpending  it  to  the  neck  by 
the  means  of  a  leather  ftrap,  aqd  fupporting  the  fore 
arm  in  a  fling  in  the  fame  way  as  after  bleeding, 
Pecceti  recommends  the  ball  that  was  ufed  in  the  re¬ 
duction  to  be  kept  in  the  axilla,  but  fiill  we  do  not 
fee  his  diredt  indication,  as  he  employs,  like  his  pre- 
decelfors,  the  bandage  of  the  figure  of  eight,  and 
fays  nothing  of  the  manner  of  retaining  the  ball,  nor 
of  the  necefiity  of  keeping  the  arm  clofe  to  the 
trunk. 

Mr.  Default’s  bandage  is  fimple  although  it  may  re¬ 
quire  fome  attention  in  the  application  :  its  mode  of 
acting  is  obvious.  —  The  cufhion,  of  comprefs,  which 
adts  as  a  fupport  to  the  internal  furface  of  the  arm,  is 
ftiaped  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  at  the  time  the  elbow 
is  brought  clofe  to  the  breaft,  the  fuperior  part  of  the 
arm  is  feparated  fome  diftance  from  the  body.  — The 

*  Quod  fi  ampliore  opus  fuerit  extenfione  globum  fatis  magnum 
alæ  fubjicito,  et  cubite  flexuram  ad  coftam,  quæ  ad  ipfum  eft  adducito* 
et  congruo  ex  lanâ  globo  alæ  fubjedo  propinquæ  (claviculæ  fadæ) 
convenientem  inducimus  delegationem  per  alas,  et  afFedam  clavicu- 
fam  et  fcapulam  prout  convenit  deligationcs  ducentes.  —  De  Re 
Med.  Lib.  vi.  cap.  xciii, 

arm. 
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atrm,  carried  outwards,  drags  the  Shoulder  at  the  fame 
time,  and  with  it  the  fcapular  portion  of  the  frac¬ 
tured  clavicle,  which  would  have  been  carried  inward» 
by  the  pectoral  mufcles,  the  feratus  major  anticus,  and 
the  fub  clavius,  if  their  adion  had  not  been  oppofed 
by  the  thicknefs  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  cufhion. 
The  circular  turns  of  the  bandage,  which  fix  the  arm 
againft  the  bread,  have  the  double  advantage  of  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  extenfion*  and  preventing  at  the  fame  time 
the  motions  of  the  arm  and  fhoulder,  and,  consequent¬ 
ly,  retaining  the  portions  of  the  fradured  bone  in  a 
confiant  date  of  appofition.  The  elevation  of  the  arm 
tends  to  place  the  humeral  portion  of  the  clavicle  on  a 
level  with  the  fiernal  ;  and  the  turns  of  the  bandage, 
paffing  at  one  part  under  the  elbow  and  fore  arm,  and 
at  another  part  on  the  fragment  that  is  moft  elevated, 
which  it  depreffesj  and  raifes  the  other,  bringing  their 
Surfaces  oppofed  to  each  other.  This  bandage  Serves  to 
confine  the  adions  of  the  trapezius  and  fterno-mafto- 
ideus,  which  are  attached  to  this  bone.  With  refped 
to  the  ordinary  time  for  the  consolidation  of  the  frac¬ 
ture,  Hippocrates  fixes  it  from  fourteen  to  twenty 
days  ;  Albucafis,  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  or  twen¬ 
ty-eight  ;  and  this  calculation  agrees  nearly  with  the 
refult  of  our  own  observations, 

*  There  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend  any  ill  confequences  will  a- 
rife  from  the  compreTion  of  the  brachial  veffels  and  nerves,  as  they 
pafs  anterior  to  that  part  of  the  humerus  that  is  fupported  by  the 
pad. 


Cafe 


Cafe  of  Retention  of  Urine ,  produced  by  Obftru  tot  Ions  hi 

the  Urethra , 


[By  Mr.  Cagnion,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 
ICOLAS  Haubet,  52  years  of  age,  went  to 


JL  %  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  at  Paris,  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1790,  to  confult  the  furgeon  in  chief  for  a  complete 
fuppreiTion  of  urine.  In  being  queflioned  refpedling 
the  origin  of  this  complaint,  he  mentioned,  that  he 
had  a  gonorrhea  1 2  years  before,  that  he  had  taken 
mercurial  pills,  but  was  not  perfectly  cured,  and 
fob] eft,  afterwards,  to  habitual  fmartings,  -  which, 
were  fucceeded  by  real  pain,  and,  at  length,  a  difpo- 
fition  to  contraction  took  place  in  the  urethra,  and,  in 
proportion  as  this  increafed,  the  flrearn  of  urine  di- 
miniihed.  His  complaint  brought  on  dyfuria,  and,  at 
intervals,  fuppreilion  of  urine.  After  examining  the 
patient  in  the  theatre,  Mr.  Default,  perceiving  a  urina¬ 
ry  tumor  in  perinæo,  had  no  doubt  of  the  exigence  of 
obftruClions  in  the  urethra.  To  afcertain  this  with 
certainty,  he  introduced  a  middle  -fized  filver  catheter  : 
the  infiniment  was  tightly  embraced  by  the  urethra 
about  its  orifice,  and  a  ftri&ure  was  felt  about  one  inch 
from  the  meatus  urinarius.  By  a  flight  degree  of  force, 
the  inf  rument  was  paffed  on  as  far  as  the  membranous 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  correfponded  to  the  tumour 
in  perinæo.  At  this  part  new  flriClures  were  difcovered, 
which  afforded  the  greatefl  refiflance, 
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As  the  patient  intended  to  remain  in  the  Hotel  Dieu, 
Mr.  Default  thought  proper  to  defer  any  farther  at¬ 
tempts  till  he  was  put  to  bed,  which  was  immediately 
done  :  and,  after  palling  the  catheter,  though  it  did 
not  penetrate  into  the  bladder,  he  voided  a  confidera- 
ble  quantity  of  urine.  In  the  next  attempt,  Mr, 
Default  introduced  a  catheter  with  a  fmall  curvature, 
fuch  as  is  ufed  for  children,  as  far  as  the  flrifture, 
which  could  not  be  paffed  by  the  other  infiniment. 
When  the  catheter  arrived  at  this  part,  Mr.  Default 
turned  it  gently  on  its  axis,  pufliing  it  at  the  fame  time 
againfl  the  refilling  part  ;  by  this  adlion,  forming  a 
fort  of  boring  motion,  Mr.  Default  fucceeded  in  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter  in  the  bladder.  As  foon  as 
the  urine  was  evacuated,  the  orifice  of  the  infiniment 
was  flopped  up  by  a  cork,  and  two  fmall  tapes  were 
paffed  through  the  rings  at  the  fides  of  the  catheter, 
and  paffed  behind  the  buttocks,  then  brought  forward 
to  the  fides  of  the  pelvis,  where  they  were  fixed  to  a 
circular  bandage  that  was  paffed  round  the  body.  A 
light  diet,  with  linfeed  tea,  was  ordered.  He  paffed  the 
next  night  more  quiet  than  ufual,  the  urine  flowed 
freely  through  the  catheter,  the  cork  of  which  was 
withdrawn  whenever  he  was  difpofed  to  make  water. 
The  bladder  now  evacuated  itfelf  extremely  well, 
which  was  not  the  cafe  previous  to  the  introdudlion  of 
the  infiniment.  The  next  day  he  was  as  well  as  the  e- 
vening  before  ;  the  tumour  in  the  perineum  had  dimi- 
nifhed  one  half.  Particular  care  was  taken  to  fix  the 
catheter  properly  without  depreffing  it  too  much,  which 
would  have  produced  irritation  in  that  part  of  the  ure¬ 
thra 
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thra  that  correfponded  to  the  anterior  part  of  the  fcro- 
tum  :  by  this  attention,  the  inconveniences  refuking 
from  thefe  kind  of  catheters  are  avoided  ;  for,  when 
left  long  in  one  fituation,  they  irritate  the  urethra  by 
their  preflure,  and  fometjmes  produce  fiftulous  abfcef- 
fes.  —  In  the  night  he  was  attacked  with  fome  pain 
and  Ihive ring,  which  interrupted  his  reft.  As  this  cir- 
cumftance  might  be  attributed  to  the  preflure  of  the 
catheter,  which  was  now  loofe  in  the  urethra,  it  was 
withdrawn  and  replaced  by  one  made  of  the  elaftic  gum, 
with  a  fmall  orifice,  furnifhed  with  a  fteel  probe,  and 
bent  in  the  ufual  manner.  Previous  to  its  being  paff- 
ed,  Mr.  Default,  agreeable  to  his  ufual  practice, 
fmeared  it  with  fuet,  to  defend  it  longer  from  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  urine  ;  the  eyes,  or  little  holes,  at  the 
end  of  the  catheter,  were  filled  with  the  fame  Tub- 
ftance  j  by  this  means,  the  furface  of  that  part  was 
rendered  lefs  rough,  and  thefe  orifices  prevented  from 
being  filled  with  pus  or  mucus  during  its  introduction, 
which  would  have  obftruCted  the  urine  :  the  catheter 
was  fixed  by  fome  threads  twifted  together  in  the  form 
of  a  ligature,  and  fecured  by  knots  to  its  middle,  about 
two  lines  from  the  glans  ;  the  ligature  was  then  carried 
above  the  corona  glandis  and  fecured  by  a  fingle  knot, 
and  the  ends  afterwards  pafted  down  by  the  ftdes  of 
the  glands  to  the  frœnum,  and  there  fixed  by  a  fimple 
knot,  afterwards  reflected  under  the  penis,  and  fecured 
by  a  third  knot  to  the  extremity  of  the  bougie.  After 
its  introduction  the  patient  was  perfectly  calm,  and, 
on  the  fifth  day,  the  tumour  of  the  perinæum  had 
nearly  fubfided,  a  little  hardnefs  only  remaining  :  the 
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Urine  flowed  freely  through  the  catheter,  which  wd£ 
now  more  loofe  in  the  urethra*  in  confequence  of  thé 
abundant  fuppuration  excited  by  its  prefence.  On  the 
6th,  it  was  replaced  by  a  bougie  of  the  fame  kind* 
but  larger  ;  on  the  feventh  day,  the  hardnefs  of  the 
perinæum  had  nearly  fubfided*  and  an  abundant 
quantity  of  puriform  matter  v/as  difcharged  from  'the 
urethra. 

On  the  8  th,  fuppuration  was  perfectly  eflablilhed  ; 
and,  between  the  8th  and  the  nth,  the  difcharge  from 
the  urethra  was  abundant  and  of  a  good  quality* 
and  the  ftridtures  in  the  paffage  obvioufly  refoiving  : 
this  was  proved  by  the  re -introduction  of  the  found* 
which  had  been  withdrawn  to  be  cleaned; 

On  the  nth,  there  was  a  flight  degree  of  fever 
with  a  furred  tongue.  By  the  ufe  of  a  light  diet  with 
whey,  and  a  few  clyflers*  the  patient  recovered  in 
four  days. 

The  fuppuration  in  the  urethra  continued  nearly  the 
fame,  till  the  23d  day. 

It  is  necellary  to  withdraw  the  catheter  every  6  days* 
to  clean  it  ;  for,  there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  its  cavity 
would  be  obftrudted  by  glairy  matters*  furnifhed  by 
the  internal  coat  of  the  bladder*  or  that  incruftations 
would  form  both  inwards  and  outwards*  which  would 
necefiarily  occafion  the  molt  diftrefling  pain  in  with¬ 
drawing  the  inftrument.  Every  two  days  the  ligatures 
ihould  be  re-applied*  and  with  fome  little  variation 
with  refpedt  to  their  fituation*  to  avoid  excoriation, 
&c.  which  would  be  occafioned  by  their  conftantly 
pr effing  on  one  place. 
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From  the  23  d  to  the  29th,  his  diet  was  enlarged.,  and 
the  catheter  became  every  day  more  and  more  looie. 
On  the  lafi> mentioned  day,  a  confiderable  loofenefs 
came  on,  which  was  checked  by  decodion  of  rice,  with 
die  fyrup  of  quinces.  The  fuppuration  having  ceafed 
and  the  hardnefs  fubfided,  the  cure  was  fuppofed  to  be 
complete  on  the  33d  day,  confequently  the  catheter 
was  withdrawn,  to  fee  if  the  urine  flowed  in  a  full 
flream.  It  paffed  freely,  but  Hill,  as  fome  fmarting 
yet  remained,  it  was  introduced  again,  and  worn  for 
feven  days.  This  was  the  forty-fecond  day  from  his 
admiflion  into  the  Hofpital,  and,  at  this  period,  the 
urethra  was  perfectly  free  from  obflrudion,  and  the 
flream  of  urine  as  large  as  in  the  natural  ftate. 


Of  Retention  of  Urine  in  the  Bladder . 

RETENTION  of  urine  in  the  bladder  is  occa- 
honed  by  that  vifcus  being  incapable  of  expel¬ 
ling  its  contents  :  it  has  been  described  by  the 
ancients,  as  already  obferved,  under  the  generical 
name  of  ifchuria. 

Some  authors  have  diitinguifhed  this  difeafe  from 
dyfuria  and  llrangury,  which  they  have  coniidered 
as  diftind  difeafes,  others  have  confounded  thefe  affec¬ 
tions  and  confkkred  them  as  only  retentions  of  dif¬ 
ferent 


(  1 52  ) 

ferent  fpecies.  They  have  called  it  dyfuria  when 
the  urine  is  difcharged  with  pain  and  difficulty, 
ftrangury  when  it  comes  away  drop  by  drop,  arid 
ifchuria  when  it  does  not  pafs  at  all.  Thefe  diffe¬ 
rent  difeafes  being  only  degrees  of  the  fame  complaint* 
we  fhali  divide  them  into  two  fpecies,  complete  and 
incomplete. 

The  urine  is  retained  in  the  bladder  by  its  coats, 
admitting  of  diftenfion  ;  and,  when  its  mufcular  coat 
is  diftended  beyond  its  tone,  it  affords  little  refiftancc 
to  dilatation,  and  fometimes  it  will  be  diftended  to 
a  conftderabls  fize.  The  bladder  of  a  child  18 
months  old  has  been  found  to  contain  a  pint  of  urine, 
and  that  of  an  adult  6  or  7  pints,  occupying  not 
only  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  mounting  upwards 
in  the  abdomen  even  above  the  umbilicus  :  fometimes 
it  paffes  acrofs  the  abdominal  rings  forming  fcrotal 
hernia,  and  fometimes  under  Poupart’s  ligament  into 
the  groin.  Thefe  cafes  certainly  are  rare,  but  they 
have  occurred,  and  many  inftances  may  be  found  in 
the  memoirs  of  the  academy  of  furgery.  In  general 
cafes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine,  the  bladder  preferves 
nearly  its  natural  form  ;  when  diftended,  the  different 
parts  do  not  dilate  in  the  fame  proportion  ;  its  inferior 
part  ftretches  more  than  the  fuperior,  it  becomes 
wider  and  deeper,  preffing  the  perinæum  forwards, 
and  in  women  the  vagina  backwards,  and  in  men  the 
redtum,  forming  tumours  in  thefe  parts,  partially  or 
totally  compreffing  their  cavities  and  obftrudting  the 
paffage  of  the  fœces. 
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The  poflerior  part  of  the  external  tunic  of  the 
bladder  is  covered  with  peritoneum,  which  is  re¬ 
flected  backwards  and  upwards  on  the  inteflines,  and 
continued  on  throughout  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
Its  upper  part,  where  it  rifes  above  the  pubis,  glides, 
as  it  may  be  faid,  between  the  peritoneum  (which 
it  raifes)  and  the  abdominal  mufcles.  The  anterior 
and  fuperior  part,  forming  a  tumour  in  the  hypogaftric 
'region*  comes  in  contadt  with  the  bare  redd  and 
tranfverfales  mufcles,  to  which  it  is  attached  by  flight 
cellular  fubflance.* 

In  bladders  that  have  been  much  diflurbed,  fafci- 
culi,  or  flefhy  columns,  have  been  often  found  feparated 
by  cells  or  pouches,  in  which  calculi  have  frequently 
been  found. 

When  the  bladder  has  been  diftended  by  urine  as 
much  as  it  will  admit,  and  the  refinance  of  the  ure¬ 
thra  not  overcome,  it  flops  in  the  ureters  ;  which,  in 
their  turn*  admit  of  dilation.  The  valvular  opening 
of  communication  between  the  urethra  and  bladder 
difappears*  and  is  fometimes  near  an  inch  in  diameter  ; 
and,  at  laft,  when  the  ureters  are  completely  dilated, 
by  degrees  the  urine  is  retained  in  the  kidneys,  and 
fulpends  the  fecretion.  We  can  eaflly  form  a  diag- 
hoftic  of  this  difeafe.  Its  charadteriftic  flgns  may  be 
divided  into  rational  and  fenflble.  The  rational  flgns 
are  numerous,  but,  for  the  moil  part,  equivocal  *  fuch 

*  An  accurate  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  thefe  parts  is  efîenti- 
àlly  necefiarÿ  for  the  furgeon  ;  for,  the  bladder  may  be  opened  in 
fuppreflions  of  urine  without  wounding  the  peritoneum. 
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as  a  defedf  in  the  evacuation  of  the  urine  for  one  of 
more  days  ;  its  difcharge  guttatim,  or  in  fmall  quanti¬ 
ties  at  a  time  ;  a  continual  defire  to  make  water,  which 
continues  even  after  the  patient  has  evacuated  the 
natural  quantity  ;  the  force  and  the  fize  of  the  ilream 
of  urine  is  diminifhed  ;  a  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  peri- 
næum  tenefmus,  conftipation,  and  hæmorrhoids.  To 
thefe  may  be  added  fharp  pains  in  the  hypogaftric  re¬ 
gion,  propagated  along  the  eourfe  of  the  urethra  as  far 
as  the  proftrate.  Both  regions  of  the  kidneys  are 
fucce (lively  affedted,  and  thefe  fymptoms  are  lome- 
times  accompanied  with  itupor  and  numbnefs  of  the 
thighs  ;  thefe  pains  are  aggravated  by  walking,  cough¬ 
ing,  or  by  an  eredf  pofition  of  the  body  ;  and  dimi- 
niih  by  bending  the  trunk,  and  thus  relaxing  the  ab¬ 
dominal  mufcles. 

To  thefe  pathognomonic  figns  may  be  alfo  added 
fever,  naufea,  laborious  refpiration,  urinous  fweats, 
and  other  fymptoms,  which  have  been  mentioned  in 
treating  of  fiipprelfion  of  urine  ;  wnich  is  always- 
the  confequenee  of  complete  retention,:  when  it  has 
exifted  for  fome  days-  Thefe  fymptoms  are  individu¬ 
ally  mentioned,  only  to  fhew  their  uncertainty  ;  when 
united,  there  is  more  or  iefs  probability  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  retention.  A  certainty  can  only  be  acquired 
by  fenfible  proofs,  joined  to  the  circumftances  above-^ 
mentioned  ;  fuch  as  tumours  above  the  pubis,  formed 
by  the  bladder  ;  tumours  in  the  reblum,  in  men  ;  and, 
in  women,  in  the  vagina. 

Tumours  in  the  bladder  vary  much  In  their  dimen  - 
fions  ;  fometimes  they  extend  above  the  umbilicus, 

and 
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and  are  circumfcribed  without  hardnefs  of  the  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  the  colour  of  the  fkin  unchanged  ; 
wider  at  the  inferior  than  at  the  fuperior  part  ; 
hard  -,  not  very  fenfible  to  the  touch,  unlefs  forcibly 
prefled,  which  excites  and  increafes  the  defire  to  make 
water,  and  fometimes  will  produce  the  evacuation  of 
a  few  drops.  A  tumour  in  the  redlum  or  vagina  is 
eafily  diflinguifhed  by  the  introduction  of  the  finger 
into  thefe  cavities.  It  is  fituated  anteriorly  -,  and, 
like  the  tumour  in  the  hypogaftric  region,  hard,  equal, 
and  without  any  particular  induration  ;  but  the  fluc¬ 
tuation  is  the  particular  pathognomonic  fymptom,  which 
merits  the  attention  of  the  pradlidoner,  or  rather  an 
undulating  feel,  which  is  experienced  by  examina¬ 
tion  with  the  fingers.  But  thefe  tumours  do  not 
conflantly  exift  ;  and  even  complete  retentions  have 
taken  place,  where  the  bladder  would  not  admit  of 
diflention,  and  a  few  fpoonfuls  have  been  only  con¬ 
tained  in  its  cavity. 

Retention  of  urine  in  the  bladder  is  always  a 
ferious  difeafe,  and,  when  complete,  demands  imme¬ 
diate  affiflance  ;  which  if  not  obtained,  the  word 
confequences  may  be  apprehended.  The  bladder, 
when  diflended  for  a  confiderable  time,  lofes  its 
elafticity,  and  is  recovered  with  difficulty  ;  the 
confiant  irritation  kept  up  by  the  urine  (which,  in 
confequence  of  long  retention,  becomes  acrid  and 
corrofive)  produces  inflammation,  and  a  putrid 
gangrenous  fuppuration  ;  fometimes  it  makes  its  way 
through  the  bladder,  and  is  diffufed  in  the  cellular 
fubflance,  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  under  the 
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peritoneum  as  far  as  the  region  of  the  kidneys* 
Sometimes  it  is  efFufed  under  the  fcrotum,  the  com¬ 
mon  integuments  of  the  penis,  and  under  the  fuperior 
part  of  die  thighs.  The  urine  has  been  even  known 
to  infmuate  itfelf  as  high  up  as  the  fides  of  the  thorax, 
forming  abfcefles,  generally  followed  with  gangrene 
and  fiftulous  openings;  and,  to  thefe  fymptoms,  the 
eonfequences  of  re-abforption  and  fuppreffion  may  be 
added.  Amongft  the  numerous  caufes  productive  of 
fuppreffion  of  urine,  two  deferve  particular  confide-' 
ration.  Fir  ft,  weaknefs  of  the  bladder  ;  fecondly, 
the  refiftance  the  urine  experiences  in  its  paffage 
through  the  urethra* 


Retention  of  Urine ,  occafioned  by  the  Weaknefs  of 

the  Bladder . 

EXPERIENCE  and  obfervatlon  confirm  this  as 
a  caufe  of  retention. 

We  learn,  from  phyfiology,  that  the  contraction  of 
the  bladder  is  abfolotely  necefiarv  for  the  expulfion 
of  the  urine  5  which  aétion  is  certainly  afiifted  by  the 
abdominal  mufcles  and  diapliragm,  though  not  wholly 
to  be  attributed  to  their  means*.  A  number  of  welk 
attefted  cafes  can  be  adduced  to  prove,,  that  the  urine 
lias  been  retained,  without  any  other  obftacle  to  its 
expulfion;  and  a  decided  proof  of  this  caufe  of 
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retention  is  the  facility  with  which  a  found  may  be 
•introduced  into  the  bladder.  This  general  caufe  of 
retention  comprehends  many  others,  among  which  we 
may  rank  old  age,  debauchery,  abufe  of  diuretics, 
affections  of  the  brain  and  ipinal  marrow,  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  diftention  of  the  bladder  beyond  its  tone, 
a  rheumatic  pforic  affection  of  its  coats,  &c. 


Retention  of  Urine  frm  Old  Age . 

OLD  men  are  fo  fubjed  to  retention  of  urine, 
that  this  difeafe  has  been  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  inconveniences  incidental  to  that  period  of  life. 
The  bladder,  like  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  be¬ 
comes  lefs  irritable,  is  not  fufceptible  of  ftimulus  by 
the  urine,  nor  is  apprized  of  the  neceffity  of  evacua¬ 
tion,  but  by  the  painful  fenfations  that  refult  from  the 
diftention  of  its  coats.  It  then  contracts  on  its  con¬ 
tents  ;  but  the  elongated  fibres  have  fcarcely  force 
fuflkient  to  overcome  the  natural  re-adion  oppofed 
to  them  by  the  urethra  ;  and  the  proper  equilibrium 
of  power  and  refiftance  being  no  longer  kept  up, 
the  urine  can  only  be  evacuated  by  the  afliftance  of 
the  violent  contradion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  ;  and 
even  then  the  expulfion  is  incomplete;  the  bladder 
does  not  pofièfs  a  force  fufficiently  contradile  (like 

M3  the  . 


•'  (  *58  > 

the  ftroke  of  a  piflon)  to  expel  the  laft  drops  *  thefe, 
remaining  in  the  bladder,  form  a  beginning  retention. 
The  quantity  is  augmented  every  day,  and  the  fibres 
of  the  bladder  being  accuftomed  to  its  prefence,  in 
the  end,  not  half  the  quantity  of  urine  contained  is 
evacuated  ;  all  elderly  people  are  not  equally  fubjedt 
to  this  complaint;  thofe,  that  are  mod  liable  to  its 
attack,  are  generally  of  a  phlegmatic  temperament, 
of  a  full  habit  of  body,  and  of  a  fcudious  fedem. 
tary  difpofltion  ;  and  they  who  neglect  to  void 
the  laft  drops  of  urine,  from  idlenefs,  hurry,  &c. 
or  who  have  occafion  to  make  water  in  the  night, 
and  who  urine  on  their  fide  inftead  of  rifing,  or 
effedt  it  in  a  kneeling  pofture.* 

Thefe  patients  obferve  that  they  have  never  had 
any  afFedtion  of  the  urethra,  nor  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts,  fo  as  to  impede  the  paflfage  of  the  urine  ; 
that  it  flowed  in  a  full  ftream,  though  with  diminifhed 
force,  confequently  they  could  not  difcharge  their 
urine  equally  diftant  as  before,  and  that  their  urine, 
inftead  of  forming  an  arch,  fell  between  their  legs  on 
their  fhoes.  And  that,  on  ceafing  to  make  water, 
they  did  not  experience  the  fçnfations  attending  the 
contradlion  of  the  bladder,  on  the  laft  drops  of  urine, 
which  in  their  youth  they  were  accuftomed  to  feel; 
and,  when  they  had  a  de  fire  to  make  water,  it  was  a 
çonfiderable  time  before  it  began  to  flow,  and  then 

*  Mr.  Default  obferves,  that  this  caufe  of  retention.*  though 
not  fupporied  by  phyfiology,  is  confirmed  by  aélual  clinical 
©bfervation,  and  that  he  entertains  no  doubt  of  its  reality. 

with 
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with  confiderable  difficulty  ;  the  quantity  evacua¬ 
ted  each  time  was  diminifhed,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  defire  to  make  water  became  more  frequent  ; 
at  laid  the  urine  paifed  away  drop  by  drop,  and  to 
this  incontinence  fucceeded  retention.  In  this  ftatc 
the  patients  fuffer  little  ;  the  tumour  above  the  pubis, 
formed  by  the  bladder,  is  nearly  indolent  ;  and,  if 
flightly  compreffed,  fome  urine  may  be  voided  by 
the  urethra. 

Retention,  produced  by  old  age,  is  rarely  com¬ 
plete  ;  the  urine,  after  diflending  the  bladder,  paffes 
off  involuntarily  by  the  urethra,  where  it  meets  with 
no  reffilance  but  what  is  natural  to  that  canal,  and, 
in  a  given  time,  the  patient  voids  as  much  urine  as 
in  a  ftate  of  health.  In  this  fpecies  of  retention, 
we  have  no  reafon  to  apprehend  the  fame  train  of 
ferious  fymptoms  that  occur  in  complete  fuppreffions  ; 
fuch  as  in  fuppreffion  of  urine  in .  the  kidneys,  effuf- 
fions  in  the  cellular  fubftance,  &c. — We  find  a 
number  of  old  men,  who  view  this  complaint  as 
incidental  to  their  age,  and  who  do  not  even  apply 
for  medical  affiftance.  The  urine,  however,  by  ftag- 
nating  in  the  bladder,  putrifies,  forms  confiderable 
depofits,  and,  at  length,  the  tunics  of  that  vifcus 
become  altered  in  ftrudture,  The  indications  of 
cure  in  this  difeafe  are  to  procure  the  evacuation 
of  urine,  and  to  give  tone  to  the  bladder  :  both 
effects  are  often  produced  by  employing  the  fame 
means.  At  the  commencement  of  the  complaint, 
when  the  bladder  is  perhaps  only  indolent,  cold  bodies 
applied  to  the  hypogaftric  region,  or  to  the  thighs, 

M  4  paffmg 


(  ï6o  ) 

palling  from  a  hot  into  a  cold  place,  might  be  a<T 
vifable. 

J.  L.  Petit  mentions,  that  he  cured  a  publican, 
by  defiling  him  to  make  water  in  his  cellar  during 
the  day,  and,  in  the  night,  to  rife  bare-footed  and 
apply  the  chamber-pot  to  his  thighs.  Patients  fhould 
be  careful  not  to  refill  the  firft  defire  to  make 
water  s  for,  by  inattention  to  this  caution,  the*  bladder 
becomes  full  ;  the  fibres  gradually  lofe  their  fenfibi- 
lity,  the  defire  to  make  water  ceafes,  and  the  retenu 
tion,  which  in  the  beginning  was  only  a  few  drops, 
becomes  foon  complete  3  when  it  will  be  too  late 
to  derive  any  advantage  from  thç  methods  before 
indicated.  There  is  no  ftimulus  capable  of  exciting 
the  bladder  to  contrad,  with  a  force  adequate  to 
produce  the  expulfion  of  the  urine  3  and  the  intro- 
dudion  of  the  catheter  is  the  only  refôurce.  But 
let  it  be  recolleded,  that  an  evacuation,  thus  artifi¬ 
cially  produced,  procures  only  momentary  relief.  The 
relaxed  fibres  of  the  bladder  are  a  long  time  before 
they  recover  their  tone  and  elafticity  3  and,  if  the  ufe 
of  the  catheter  is  not  perfifted  in,  the  patient  relapfes 
into  his  former  fituation;  which  renders  it  necefifary 
either  to  keep  it  in  the  bladder,  or  to  introduce  it 
every  time  the  patient  has  occafion  to  make  water* 
The  laft  method  is  to  be  preferred,  if  a  furgeon  car* 
conftantly  be  had,  or  they  are  able’  to  introduce  the 
catheter  themfelvesj  and,  as  its  confiant  prefence 
would  be  attended  with  inconvenience,  it  fhould  not 
be  palled  but  when  it  is  necefiary  to  evacuate  the  u- 
rine  3  in  this  cafe,  a  filver  catheter,  or  one  made  of 
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fhç  elaftic  gum,  may  be  ufed  to  advantage  ;  but,  if 
it  is  neceflary  to  remain  in  the  bladder,  the  catheter  of 
the  c-Utic  gum,  bent  in  the  ufuai  way,  and  furnifhed 
with  a  Heel  probe,  is  to  be  preferred.  JJut,  whatever 
inftruments  are  employed,  Mr.  Default  is  convinced, 
from  experience,  that,  from  the  flaccidity  of  the  u- 
rethras  of  old  men,  a  large  catheter  is  introduced  with 
more  eafç,  and  ids  pain,  than  one  of  a  fmall  diame«* 
te$\ 


Observation. 


T?he  catheters,  that  are  ufed  by  Mr.  Default,  arc 
{lightly  bent  in  one-third  of  their  length,  and  are 
fhrait  in  the  remaining  part  -,  this  curvature  gra¬ 
dually  takes  place  from  the  lirait  part,  and  extends 
to  the  point  ;  it  is  equal  throughout,  and  reprefents  a 
circle  of  fix  inches  in  diameter,  which  is  the  fame  in 
all  catheters,  whatever  may  be  their  fize.  Mr.  De¬ 
fault,  for  the  moll  part,  prefers  large  to  fmall  catheters: 
the  general  fize  employed  for  men  is  ten  inches 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  about  one-lixth  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.  Sometimes  in  adults,  in  confequence 
of  llri&ures  accompanied  with  induration,  the  catheters 
employed  for  children  are  obliged  to  be  had  recourfe 
to  i  which,  though  fmall,  will  frequently  not  pals 
without  ufing  force  3  thus  it  is  neceflary  to  make 
them  Hronger  to  prevent  their  bending.  In  thele 
cafes,  catheters  made  of  gold,  as  being  lefs  flexible 

than 
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than  filver,  offer  fome  advantages.  Mr.  Default 
inftead  of  the  eyes  formerly  placed  on  the  Tides  of 
the  catheters,  has  fubftituted  two  oval  apertures,  whofe 
edges  are  rounded.  All  practitioners  have  admitted 
the  inconveniencies  that  have  ariftn  from  thefe  eyes, 
by  whom  the  urethra  has  often  been  enlarged  and 
torn,  producing  acute  pain,  and  fome  times  a  difcharge 
of  blood.  Mr.  Petit  conceived  that  this  inconvenience 
could  not  be  obviated  but  by  fuppreffing  theft-  eyes, 
and  fubflituting  a  circular  opening  at  the  extremity  of 
the  catheter,  which  was  filled  by  a  button  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  probe.  The  defect  in  thefe  catheters 
was  foon  difcovered  ;  the  probe,  which  remained  in 
the  catheter,  prevented  the  ufe  of  injections  in  the 
bladder  when  deemed  neceffary,  and  obftruCted  the 
paffage  of  glairy  mucus  and  clots  of  blood,  which 
otherwife  might  be  evacuated.  Mr.  Petit  invented 
another  catheter,  the  end  of  which  was  fhaped  like 
an  olive,  and  pierced  at  its  extremity  5  he  conceived, 
that,  in  confequence  of  its  form,  this  catheter  might 
be  introduced  Open  without  injuring  the  urethra,  but 
this  contrivance,  though  ingenious,  was  not  found  by 
experience  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 

Garangeot  recommends  the  opening  of  thefe 
catheters  to  be  clofed  by  means  of  a  probe,  at  the 
end  of  which  is  an  eye,  fimilar  to  the  eye  of  a 
needle.  He  recommends  four  or  five  fmall  pieces  of 
thread  to  be  paffed  through  this  aperture,  to  be 
fècured  by  knots,  and  then  the  thread  to  be  divided 
at  two  or  three  lines  diflance  ;  the  probe  is  then  to 
be  paffed  through  the  catheter,  till  the  threads  come 

out* 
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out,  then  retraced  till  they  come  on  a  level  with 
the  aperture  of  the  catheter.  The  whole  is  then  to  be 
dipt  in  melted  fuet  ;  and,  when  you  wifh  to  evacuate 
the  urine,  the  probe  is  to  be  withdrawn,  bringing  with 
jt  the  threads  and  the  fuet. 

We  cannot  deny  that  this  method  is  ingenious,  but 
it  is  not  always  adequate  to  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  invented  ,  for,  when  obftrudions  exifted  in  the 
urethra,  the  fuet  and  thread  being  forced  into  the 
cavity  of  the  catheter,  the  edges  of  the  aperture 
projeded,  and  produced  thole  very  inconveniencies 
it  was  meant  to  avoid, 

It  is  certainly  then,  for  thefe  reafons,  better  to 
adopt  a  method  fimple,  and  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
advantageous.  By  giving  to  thefe  an  elyptical  form, 
and  by  filling  them  with  fuet,  Mr.  Default  prevents 
the  internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  from  being 
injured  by  thefe  apertures.  He  paffes  previoufly  a 
bougie  of  the  elaftic  gum  in  the  cavity  of  the  catheter  ; 
the  intention  of  which  is  only  to  prevent  the  fuet  at 
the  oval  openings  from  getting  into  the  cavity  of 
the  catheter  ;  and  that,  when  the  inftrument  is  palled 
into  the  bladder,  the  fuet  may  be  retraded  with  the 
bougie. 

The  invention  of  the  catheters  of  the  elaftic  gum, 
by  Mr.  Bernard,  is  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  difeo- 
veries  that  has  enriched  the  art  of  furgery  this  pre- 
fent  century.  Praditioners  have  felt  the  neceffity  of 
flexible  catheters  5  and,  till  the  invention  of  the  above 
ingenious  mechanic,  thofe  that  have  been  offered  were 
extremely  impeded.  The  catheters  of  horn,  men¬ 
tioned 
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îioned  by  Van-Helmont,  are  too  hard,  and  are  fubjedS: 
quickly  to  incruft:  thofe  of  leather,  recommended  by 
Fabricius  Aquapende,  are  foftened  by  the  mucus  and 
urine  bent  on  themfelves  ;  and,  by  this  means,  obli¬ 
terated  the  cavity  :  thofe  made  of  thin  plates  of  filver 
or  wire  twifted  fpirally,  and  covered  with  fkins,  are 
apt  to  get  dry  and  rot  ;  and,  being  retained  on  the 
catheter  only  by  the  filver  wire  at  its  extremity,  ^re 
fubjedt  to  flop  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  fome 
other  part  of  the  canal,  and  get  detached. 

The  catheters  of  Mr?  Bernard  are  not  fubjedt  to 
thefe  objedtions  -,  they  are  made  with  a  fort  of  filk 
or  goat’s  hair  twifted,  and  covered  with  elaftic  gum  j 
they  poifefs  a  fufficient  degree  of  flexibility  to  adapt 
themfelves  readily  to  the  different  curvatures  of  the 
urethra,  are  not  foftened  by  the  urine,  and  yet  are 
free  and  eafy  in  that  canal  :  their  furfaces,  from  being 
fmooth  and  polifhed,  are  not  equally  fubjedt  to 
earthy  incruftations  as  catheters  in  general.  As  thefe 
catheters  are  more  particularly  employed  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  difeafes  of  the  urethra  when  their  introduction 
is  often  attended  with  difficulty,  they  are  furnifhed  with 
a  fteel  probe  bent  in  the  ufual  way.  Steel  is  preferable 
for  this  purpofe  to  copper,  as  they  bend  lefs  and  prç* 
ferye  their  curvature  more  exadtiy. 


Of 
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Of  the  Introduction  of  the  Catheter* 

There  are  two  ways  of  introducing  the  catheter  ; 
one  above,  and  the  other  under,  the  abdomen;  in: 
both,  the  patient  may  either  fland  or  lay  down,  but 
the  laft  is  preferable  then  he  fhould  be  brought  to  the 
edge  of  the  bed  with  his  thighs  feparated,  and  the  legs 
a  litde  bent:  the  penis  is  then  to  be  embraced  with  the 
ring  and  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand,  whilfl  the  in¬ 
dex-finger  and  the  thumb  are  applied  to  the  glans  ;  and, 
by  this  means,  the  opening  of  the  urethra  expofed* 
The  catheter  is  then  to  be  held  between  the  index  and 
middle  fingers  of  the  other  hand,  after  filling  up  the 
eyes  with  fuet,  and  palled  in  fuch  a  diredtion  as  the 
lirait  part  of  the  infiniment  fhould  be  oppofed  to  the 
abdomen,  and  be  parallel  to  the  axis  of  the  body.  Its 
extremity  is  to  be  then  introduced  into  the  urethra  ; 
and,-  while  the  penis  is  gently  flretched  and  elongated, 
the  catheter  fhotild  be  palled  foftly  and  with  caution, 
till  the  point  of  the  infiniment  is  on  a  level  with  the 
arch  of  the  pubis*  The  hand,  in  which  the  extremity 
of  the  infiniment  is  contained,  is  then  gently  to  be  de~ 
preffed  from  the  fides  of  the  thighs,  and  the  catheter 
pafled  into  the  bladder.  If  the  furgeon  wifhes  to  pafs 
it  below  the  abdomen,  or,  as  it  is  termed,  far  le  tour 
de  maître ,  the  catheter  fhould  be  held  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  that  its  convex  part  fhould  be  upwards,  and  the 
lirait  below  the  abdomen  oppofite  the  fpace  between 
the  thighs.  It  is  then  to  be  introduced  into  the  aper¬ 
ture 
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lure  of  the  urethra,  and  paffed  on  ;  whilfl,  with  thé 
other  hand,  the  penis  is  put  on  the  flretch.  When 
the  point  of  the  catheter  has  reached  that  part  of  the 
urethra  that  correfponds  to  the  arch  of  the  pubis,  a  fe- 
mi-circle  nuift  be  defcribed  from  this  part,  and  from 
the  penis  to  the  groin  of  the  oppofite  fide,  and  thence 
on  the  abdomen.  In  this  movement  it  muff  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  point  of  the  infiniment  forms  the  cen¬ 
tre  'of  motion.  The  hand,  in  which  the  catheter  is 
held,  is  then  to  be  depreffed,  and  thé  refl  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  finifhed  in  the  fame  manner  as  before.  One  o- 
pe ration,  being  more  complicated  than  the  other,  con- 
ftitutes  the  only  difference,  and  which  renders  it  more 
difficult  and  painful  ;  therefore  this  laid  method  has  not 
been  adopted  by  the  generality  of  practitioners,  unlefs 
the  patients  are  remarkably  fat,  or  from  their  pofition 
this  mode  might  be  inconvenient^ 

When  there  are  no  obflru&ions  in  the  urethra,  bur¬ 
geons,  who  are  accuflomed  to  the  operation,  for  thé 
mofl  part,  experience  little  or  no  difficulty  in  palling 
the  catheter  into  the  bladder  ;  but  inexperienced  prac¬ 
titioners  often  create  obflacles,  by  not  attending  to  the 
direction  cf  the  urethra,  or  by  preffing  the  point  of  the 
infiniment  againft  the  Tides  of  the  urethra,  forming 
folds  in  that  part.  When  this  happens,  the  infiniment 
fhould  be1  withdrawn  a  little  way;  and,  after  varying 
the  direction,  paffed  on.  If  this  fécond  attempt  is  not 
fuccefsful,  and  the  infiniment  flops  in  perinæo,  the 
furgeon  fhould  pafs  his  hand  below  the  fcrotum,  to 
find  where  the  point  of  the  catheter  is  fituated,  and  at- 
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tempt  to  direct  it  at  the  fame  time  that  he  putties  oti 
die  infiniment. 

If  any  obftrudlion  to  its  pafîage  fhould  happen  in 
that  part  of  the  canal  that  correfponds  to  the  rectum* 
the  catheter  ttiould  be  preffed  by  the  index- finger*  in¬ 
troduced  into  that  intefline  ;  and*  by  this  means,  the 
canal  will  be  put  on  the  ftretch*  by  the  gut  being 
drawn  downwards  and  forwards  ;  but  if*  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  precautions*  we  cannot  fucceed*  the  catheter 
fhould  be  changed  for  a  fmailer  or  larger*  or  for  one 
of  a  different  curvature*  or  the  introduction  of  one  of 
the  elaftic  gum  without  the  probe  fhould  be  at¬ 
tempted;  but,  in  every  cafe*  we  fhould  be  extremely 
cautious  of  ufing  too  much  force,  for  fear  of  lacerating 
the  urethra*  and  making  a  falfe  paffage. 

We  are  certain  that  the  catheter  is  inferred  into  the 
bladder,  by  the  depth  which  it  has  palled  ;  the  re¬ 
finance  at  its  point  ceafing  wThen  turned  on  its  axis* 
and  by  the  flow  of  urine. 

There  is  a  queflion  arifes  refpedfing  the  propriety 
of  evacuating  the  urine  at  once*  or  only  gradually  by 
fmall  quantities  at  a  time  :  this  lafl  opinion  has  many 
partifans,  who  conceive  that  the  patient  would  fink 
under  the  weaknefs  produced  by  the  bladder  being 
perfedtly  and  fuddenly  emptied.  But*  agreeable  to  this 
idea*  the  mufcular  fibres  would  be  Hill  kept  on  the 
ftretch*  and  would  not  regain  their  tone.  Beftdes* 
when  the  urine  is  only  partially  evacuated*  depofits 
are  apt  to  form,  which  take  on  a  putrid  difpofition, 
and  materially  injure  the  coats  of  the  bladder;  Other 
practitioners  have  gone  into  the  contrary  extreme  *  and* 

by 
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by  means  of  leaving  the  catheter  always  in  the  bladder* 
with  the  orifice  open,  the  urine  was  evacuated  as 
faff  as  it  was  fee  re  ted.  This  method  is  alio  fubjedl 
to  its  inconveniences  ;  for,  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the 
bladder*  being  always  relaxed,  never  recover  their 
tone  and  elaflicity.  In  addition  to  this  objedlion, 
Mr.  Default  obferves*  that  the  empty  bladder,  being 
prefTed  with  the  point  of  the  infiniment,  produces 
pain,  and  frequently  ulceration,  where  it  is  in  contadl  : 
that  the  catheter  is  apt  to  be  filled  with  glairy  mucus* 
and,  by  remaining  in  the  paffage*  is  more  fubjedt  to 
incrufh  Patients  are  alio  obliged  to  keep  their  bed, 
and  are  fubjedl  to  be  conflantly  wet  by  the  dribbling 
of  the-  urine,  or  to  have  a  veil'd  conflantly  with  them* 
to  prevent  this  inconvenience* 

Mr.  Default,  on  the  whole,  is  of  opinion*  that  the 
molt  eligible  pradtice  is  to  evacuate  the  urine  entirely* 
and  to  throw  injedtions  into  the  bladder,  to  cleanie 
that  vifcils  from  any  puriform  or  mucus  depofit  *  then 
either  to  flop  up  the  catheter  or  withdraw  it,  and  wait 
till  a  quantity  is  fecreted  fufîicient  moderately  to 
diflend  the  mufcular  coat  of  the  bladder. 

Thefe  alternate  actions  of  moderate  extenfion  and 
relaxation  produce  the  fame  efifedt  on  this  vifeus  as 
on  other  parts  of  the  body. 

A  catheter  of  the  elaftic  gum  fhould  be  ufed, 
and  worn  for  lèverai  days.  In  palling  it,  care  fhould 
be  taken  to  pufh  it  no  farther  after  the  eyes  of  the 
infirmaient  have  palled  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  If  the 
catheter  is  too  long,  part  may  be  cut  off:  it  fhould 
then  be  fecured  on  the  corona  glandis,  or  penis,  as 
,  k  deferibed 
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defcribed  page  Î49.  The  urine  fhould  be  evacuated 
every  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  the  circum- 
flanees  of  the  quantity  fecreted,  and  the  defire  of  the 
patient  to  void  his  urine  ;  but  this  inclination  fhould 
not  always  be  waited  for,  for  the  bladder  is  fometimes 
fo  (lightly  fenfible*  that  it  will  admit  of  furprifing 
diflention  without  any  difpofition  to  evacuate  its 
contents.  And  it  fhould  be  recolledted,  that  no 
Circumftance  tends  more  to  deflroy  the  natural  tone 
of  its  mtifcular  coat,  than  this  forcible  diflention. 
The  catheter  fhould  be  withdrawn  every  fix  or  eight 
days,  to  clean  it  and  prevent  incruftations  ;  and  as  the 
form  has  been  moulded  at  its  curvature,  in  confequence 
of  refting  in  the  urethra,  it  can  afterwards  often  be 
introduced  without  the  probe.  As  the  treatment  of 
this  difeafe  is  tedious,  and  as  the  bladder  rarely  re^ 
covers  perfectly  its  tone,  it  is  as  well  to  inflrudt  the 
patient  in  the  manner  of  paffing  the  infiniment  ;  and, 
when  accuflomed  to  do  this,  he  need  only  ufe  it  when 
he  has  occafion  to  void  his  urine.  At  the  expiration 
of  a  little  time,  he  fhould  attempt  to  make  water 
without  the  infiniment  j  if  he  fucceeds,  the  catheter 
fhould  be  palled  to  afcertain  whether  the  bladder  is 
perfectly  evacuated  ;  if  any  urine  fhould  flill  remain, 
the  ufe  of  the  catheter  fhould  be  continued.  If  this 
precaution  is  not  attended  to,  the  retention  will  return 
as  bad  as  before. 

Tonic  and  (lightly  aflringent  injedlions  have  been 
propofed  to  be  thrown  into  the  bladder  j  fuch  as 
decodlion  of  bark,  weak  folutions  of  vitriolated  iron, 
&c.  Mr.  Default  obferves,  that  he  has  made  ufe  of 
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thcfe  injedliôns  without  deriving  any  important  ad¬ 
vantages.  Warm  diuretics,  balfamics,  cold  baths, 
fridtions  with  tindture  of  cantharides,  &c.  but,  in  old 
age,  thefe  remedies  are  frequently  injurious,  and  rarely 
ufeful.  In  this  difeafe,  the  only  remedy  Mr.  Default 
recommends  is  the  ule  of  the  catheter  of  the  elaftic 
gum  ;  which,  when  well  conducted,  often  reftores  the 
bladder  to  its  natural  tone  ;  and,  when  this  fails,  other 
remedies  are  rarely  attended  with  fuccefs. 


Ohjerv allons,  on  the  good  Effects  of  Bliftersy  applied  on  the 
Heady  in  Commotions  of  the  Brain. 

[By  Mr.  Gavard  de  Montmellian,  formerly*- 
Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.} 

JOHN  Fribourg,  12  years  of  age,  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1784,  at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
fell  down  Fairs  and  ftruck  his  forehead  with  confider- 
able  force  againft  the  bannifters  :  his  companions, 
wakened  by  the  nolle,  went  immediately  to  his  affift- 
ance  :  they  found  him  fenfelefs,  without  motion,  and 
bleeding  profufely  from  the  ears,  nofe,  and  mouth. 
They  fent  for  one  of  the  ftudents  in  furgery,  who 
bled  him  in  each  arm  ;  and,  at  noon,  he  was  bled 
again  copioufly  in  the  foot. 
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The  6  th,  the  patient  being  in  the  fame  fituadon, 
he  was  bled  twice  more  3  after  which  he  vomited,  at 
different  times,  many  mouthfuls  of  dear  water  3  fome 
drops  of  a  fpirituous  vulnerary  water  were  introduced 
into  the  mouth,  which  he  greedily  fw  alio  wed.  The 
adtions  of  deglutition  and  vomiting,  circulation  and 
refpiration,  were  ,the  only  motions  that  were  appa¬ 
rent. 

The  7  th,  no  change. 

The  8  th,  Mr.  Gavard  de  Montmellian  fays  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hôpital  de  la  Charité,  at  Paris,  where 
he  was  at  that  time  a  pupil,  and  thus  defcribes  his  fi  - 
tuation. 

At  this  time  he  was  fenfelefs  and  without  motion, 
bleeding  profufely  from  the  mouth,  nofe,  and  ears. 
He  vomited  from  time  to  time  a  quantity  of  clear 
water.  His  pulfe  was  flow,  concentrated,  and  mode¬ 
rately  regular,  refpedting  the  intervals  of  pulfation, 
but  fome  flrokes  were  fcronger  than  others.  His  re¬ 
fpiration  was  feeble  and  laborious.  No  wound  or  con- 
tufion  was  difcovered  on  the  head.  Mr.  Default,  at 
that  time  the  next  in  fucceffion  as  furgeon-major,  and 
who  officiated  as  fuch  in  the  Hôpital  de  la  Charité, 
ordered  that  the  patient  ffiould  be  placed  in  a  warm 
bed,  and  that  his  head  ffiould  be  ffiaved,  and  a  blifter 
applied  over  the  head,  fprinkled  with  powder  of  can¬ 
tharides,  in  the  form  of  a  cap,  extending  from  the 
projetions  on  the  os  fronds  to  the  protuberances  of 
the  os  occipitis. 

The  blifter  was  applied  at  1 1  in  the  forenoon  3  but, 
notwithftanding  the  irritation  produced  by  its  flimulus, 
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there  was  no  fign  of  returning  lenfibility  either  this 
day  or  the  following  night  :  but  the  vomiting  and  ef- 
fufion  of  blood  from  the  ears  began  to  ceafe,  and  the 
hemorrhage  from  the  nofe  and  mouth  was  confidera- 
bly  lefs.  The  refpiration  became  eafy,  and  the  pulfe 
more  regular. 

The  9th,  at  7  in  the  morning*  the  patient  was 
much  in  die  fame  ilate  as  in  the  evening  -y  but* 
when  the  cuticle  was  raifed,  he  recovered  his  recol¬ 
lection  a  little,  and  complained,  not  only  of  un- 

eafinefs,  infeparable  from  this  circumftance,  but  alfa- 

? 

of  a  deep-feated  pain,  which  he  referred  to  the  frontal 
region.  The  wound  was  dreflfed  with  bafilicon,  quick¬ 
ened  with  cantharides. 

In  the  evening  the  patient  recovered  his  recollec¬ 
tion  perfectly.  His  refpiration  was  free,  with  lets 
pain  in  his  head,  and  fcarce  any  hemorrhage  from  his 
nofe  or  mouth.  He  was  tranquil  during  the  night,  and 
flept  many  hours.  About  three  in  the  morning  he  ex¬ 
perienced  fome  ardor  urinæ. 

On  the  1  oth,,  all  the  fymptoms,  referable  to  the 
commotion  of  the  brain,  had  perfectly  fubfided  ;  but 
the  irritation  of  the  urinary  paffages  was  fo  con  fide  - 
table,  that  the  patient  voided  his  urine  drop  by  drop, 
and  at  the  fame  time  with  exquifite  pain.,  Mr.  De¬ 
fault  dreffed  his  head  with  bafilicon  only,  and  pre¬ 
ferred  linfeed  tea  as  a  common  drink,  and  three  bo- 
lufies  to  be  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  compofed  of 
camphire  g.  vi.  powder  of  marlhmallow  and  liquorice 
root,  of  each  3  j.  mixed  up  with  firup  of  violets. 

Towards. 
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Towards  the  evening,  the  ardor  urinæ  had  confide?- 
rably  diminifhed  ;  and, 

On  the  i  ith,  they  ceafed  entirely  ;  but  the  ufe  of 
the  bolufies  and  linfeed  tea  was  perfiftçd  in,  and  a  pro¬ 
per  diet  obferved. 

For  four  days  he  took  a  little  nourifhment,  and 
was  obvioufiy  convalefcent  :  the  fuppuration  from 
the  blifter  was  at  this  time  nearly  dried  up,  when 
fuddenly,  on  the  18  th,  without  any  alteration  in 
the  regimen,  or  any  other  apparent  caufe,  he  was 
threatened  with  a  recurrence  of  the  fame  fymptoms 
he  had  experienced  before.  He  complained  of  a  fenfe 
of  weight  in  his  head,  and  of  weaknefs  in  all  his 
limbs  ;  the  tongue  was  yellow,  and  the  pulfe  flow  and 
fmall.  i 

Mr.  Default  had  his  head  fhaved,  and  a  blifter  equal¬ 
ly  ftrong,  but  not  quite  lb  extenfive,  as  the  firft  applied. 
He  was  put  on  diet,  ordered  linfeed  tea,  and  two 
camphire  bolufies  a  day,  to  prevent  as  much  as  poifi- 
ble  the  urinary  organs  being  ftimulated  by  the  cantha¬ 
rides. 

On  the  1 9th,  the  difcharge  from  this  blifter  was  ex¬ 
tremely  confiderable  ;  and,  after  elevating  the  cuticle, 
it  was  dreffed  with  fimple  bafilicon.  From  this  mo¬ 
ment  the  patient  felt  no  fenfe  of  weight  in  his  head, 
nor  any  weaknefs  in  his  limbs. 

On  the  four  following  days  the  fuppuration  was 
confiderable. 

On  the  24th,.  as  the  tongue  was  a  little  furred,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  Mr.  Default 
ordered  an  emetic,  and  the  next  day  a  medicine,  to 

N  3  give 


(  174  ) 


give  tone  to  the  digeftive  organs.  He  could*  at  this 
time*  take  a  little  nourifhment  ;  and*  as  the  blifter 
was  only  kept  open  by  the  bafilicon*  it  gradually  dried 
up;  and*  by  the  31ft,  the  fuppuration  had  quite  cea- 
fed.  From  this  time  he  recovered  his  health  and 
ftrength  rapidly  ;  and*  after  fome  days  of  convalef- 
cence*  he  left  the  hofpital  perfedtly  cured  on  the  17th 
of  January*  1785. 


CASE  11 


N  the  morning  of  the  18  th  of  April*  1785*  a 


child*  ten  years  of  age*  was  thrown  down 
fenfelefs*  by  a  heavy  plank  falling  on  his  head.  Af¬ 
ter  fwallowing  fome  volatile  fpirits,  which  were  alfb 
applied  to  the  nofe  without  any  effedt*  he  was 
brought  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu*  on  the  fame  day*  at  5  in 
the  afternoon.  At  this  time  he  was  fenfelefs,  without 
any  apparent  motion*  but  circulation*  refpiration*  and 
deglutition.  There  was  no  hemorrhage  from  the  ears* 
mouth*  or  noftrils*  or  any  vomiting*  as  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafe.  The  face  w?as  fiufhed*  the  refpiration  fhort 
and  laborious*  and  the  pulfe  fmall  and  How*  confider- 
ing  the  age  of  the  patient.  There  was  a  contufion 
on  the  middle  part  of  the  fàggital  future*  where  he 
had  received  the  blow. 


He 
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He  was  bled  twice  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening, 
which  produced  no  other  effed  than  rendering  the 
pulfe  more  regular. 

On  the  fécond  day,  Mr.  Default  applied  a  large  and 
adive  blifter  on  the  head.  The  reft  of  the  day  and 
the  following  night  he  was  much  the  fame. 

On  the  3d,  on  elevating  the  cuticle,  he  feemed  to 
feel  fome  pain,  and  ipoke  a  little  coherently.  The  dref- 
_  fings  were  the  blifter- ointment,  quickened  with  cantha¬ 
rides:  the  irritation  of  the  urinary  organs  were  guarded 
againft  by  the  exhibition  of  the  linfeed  tea.  Two 
hours  after  the  dreffing,  his  refpiration  was  more  free, 
the  pulfe  quick  and  fuller  than  in  the  evening,  and  his 
recolledion  gradually  recovered.  The  drowfinefs 
ftill  continued,  and  he  complained  of  a  confiderabîe 
fenfe  of  heavinefs  in  the  head. 

On  the  4th,  the  fuppuration  was  abundant  ;  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  ftimulus  of  the  bliftering  ointment, 
the  patient  experienced  fome  pain  for  three  hours  after 
the  dreffing.  From  this  time  all  the  fymptoms,  con- 
fequent  to  the  commotion  of  the  brain,  ceafed,  nor 

V 

did  they  ever  recur. 

The  fame  dreffing  was  continued  for  fome  time,  to 
keep  up  the  fuppuration.  The  ufe  of  the  linfeed  tea 
perfifted  in,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the  circum- 
flance  of  the  urinary  organs  not  being  affeded. 

On  the  8  th,  he  was  indulged  with  a  little  folid 
food. 

On  the  14th,  he  was  purged  ;  and,  from  this  day, 
the  blifter  was  buffered  gradually  to  heal.  The 
ftrength  of  the  patient  increafed  with  his  appetite  ; 
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and,  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  he  was  difcharged,  cu-* 
red,  from  the  Hôtel  Dieu.  The  fame  practice,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  fame  fuccefs,  is  feen  frequently  in  this, 
hofpital. 

Blifters  on  the  head,  affifted  by  bleeding,  are  the 
moft  efficacious  means  we  can  employ  to  remoye  the 
fàrft  effects  occafioned  by  commotion  of  the  brain* 
There  is  a  confecutive  fymptom,  not  lefs  alarming 
in  its  confequence,  which  may  be  obviated  by  the 
fame  rernedy  ;  this  fymptom  is  a  gradual  inflamma¬ 
tion  and  fuppuration  of  the  brain,  or  its  membranes, 
which  is  confequent  to  the  irritation  produced  by  the 
external  injury  ■>  nor  does  it  frequendy  appear  till 
fome  time  after  the  accident,  as  will  be  feen  in  the 
following  obferyation. 


CASE  III. 

AMAN,  35  years  of  age,  received  a  blow  on  the- 
head,  which  ftunned  him  for  fome  minutes, 
without  knocking  him  down.  He  got  himfelf  bled 
in  the  foot,  drank  an  infufion  of  vulnerary  plants, 
and  in  a  month  conceived  hirnfelf  cured  j  at  the  end 
of  this  time  he  loft  his  appetite,  his  tongue  became 
yellow  and  furred,  and  he  was  attacked  with  fhiverings 
and  coma,  and  died  on  the  x6th  day. 


The 
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The  appearances  on  diffedtion  were  as  follow  ï 
No  appearance  of  contufion  on  the  external  furface 
of  the  head;  the  integuments  perfectly  found;  and 
the  colour  of  the  external  (able  of  the  cranium  na- 
tural;  but  the  internal  table  was  black  through^ 
out  the  whole  extent  of  the  right  parietal  foffa  :  this 
blacknefs  was  àlfo  obferved  throughout  the  correff. 
pondent  portion  of  the  dura-mater,  and  even  a  little 
beyond  it.  In  other  refpedls;  this  membrane  adhered 
to  the  cranium  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  oppofite 
fide  ;  under  the  dura-mater,  at  the  part  above-men¬ 
tioned,  a  flight  depofit  of  thick  and  greyifh  matter  was 
difcovered  ;  which  had  extended  under  the  different 
windings  of  the  cranium,  and  had  affedled  the  pia-mater, 
and  the  correfpondent  portion  of  the  brain,  to  fome  lines 
in  depth.  The  reft  of  this  vifcus  was  in  its  natural 
fituation.  In  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen, 
no  circumftance  worth  mentioning  was  difcovered. 

If,  after  the  moft  minute  attention  to  the  injuries 
of  this  description,  the  furgeon  fhould  entertain 
doubts  of  commotion  of  the  brain,  or  effufion, 
Ihould  he  not  decide,  particularly  in  hofpitals 
(where  the  operation  of  the  trepan  rarely  fuccçeds), 
in  favour  of  the  application  of  blifters,  which  will 
be  fufhcient  if  commotion  only  exifts  ?  And,  it 
fhould  be  remembered,  that  the  application  of  the 
veficatories  does  not  prohibit  the  ufe  of  other  remedies  ; 
which  may  be  had  recourfe  to,  as  circumftances  or 
fymptoms  indicate  the  neceffity. 

In  many  cafes  that  require  the  application  of  the 
trepan,  would  not  the  application  of  blifters  be  proper  ? 
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For  example,  in  a  cafe  of  fanguineous  effufion,  with  a 


fracture,  accompanied  with  Iplinters,  which  could  be 


elevated  by  ordinary  means,  &c.  In  fact,  it  is  almoft 
impoffible,  that  the  means  which  produced  this  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  cranium,  particularly  the  laceration  of  the 
vefiels,  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  effullon,  fhould  not 
at  the  fame  time  produce  commotion  of  the  brain. 
And,  in  thefe  cafes,  after  the  fractured  fplinters  are 
raifed,  and  an  iffue  is  given  to  the  extravafated  blood, 
the  commotion  (till  remains,  and,  for  the  moft  part, 
produces  a  fatal  termination  ;  and  which,  as  I  before 
obferved,  may  be  frequently  avoided  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  bliflers. 


Cure  of  a  Cafe  of  a  preternatural  Anus ,  with  Remarks . 


[By  Mr.  Desault.] 


RANCIS  Vialtet,  of  Moulins,  a  failor,  on 


X1  board  the  Saint  Michael  fhip  of  war,  was 
wounded,  by  the  burfting  of  a  bomb,  in  the  month  of 
May,  1786:  he  fainted  away,  nor  recovered  his  recol¬ 
lection  till  three  hours  after  the  engagement.  The 
wound  extended  from  two  inches  above  the  abdomi¬ 
nal  ring,  on  the  right  fide,  to  the  bottom  of  the  fcro- 
tum,  where  the  tefticle  was  expoled.  There  appeared 
at  the  fuperior  part  of  the  wound  an  inch  of  divided 


intefline. 
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intefline,  that  retraced  into  the  abdomen  at  the  time 
the  wound  was  dreffed,  and  was  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  leave  a  hole  for  the  evacuation  of  the  fe¬ 
ces. 

A  month  after  the  accident  he  was  left  at  the  Ma¬ 
rine  Hofpital,  at  Bred:  ;  where  he  remained  till  he  was 
cured,  or  at  lead:  fufficiently  fo  for  the  food  to  efcape 
in  a  fcate  of  imperfedt  digeflion,  by  a  portion  of  the 
intefline,  which  remained  expofed  on  the  furface  of 
the  abdomen. 

This  unfortunate  man  afterwards  travelled  on  foot 
to  his  own  home  ;  where,  finding  his  friends  incapable 
of  affifting  him,  he  travelled  through  the  different 
parts  of  Europe,  feeking  in  vain,  from  the  hofpitals, 
an  alleviation  of  his  mifery. 

Four  years  being  Ipent  in  thefe  fruitlefs  refearches, 
he  applied  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  29th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1790.  The  divided  portion  of  the  protru¬ 
ded  intefline  had  grown  to  a  confiderable  fize  ;  its 
ihape  was  nearly  conical  and  about  nine  inches  high, 
the  middle  part  of  which  projedled  confiderably  for¬ 
wards  3  its  bafe,  {lightly  conif  ridled,  came  from  under 
a  doubling  of  the  fkin  a  little  above  the  abdominal 
ring;  its  fuperior  part  turned  backwards,  and,  de¬ 
fending  to  the  middle  of  his  thighs,  ended  in  a  nar¬ 
row  orifice,  which  gave  iffue  to  the  fcecal  difeharge. 
From  the  time  he  was  wounded,  nothing  like  feces 
was  difeharged  by  the  anus  ;  neverthelefs  he  went  to 
flool  every  three  or  four  months,  and  difeharged  a 
fmall  quantity  of  whitifh  matter,  which  was  nothing 
more  than  the  mucus  fecreted  by  the  redtum.  The 
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furface  of  the  tumour  was  red  and  full  of  rugæ  ;  and* 
at  its  inferior  part,  refembled  the  valvulæ  conniventes 
of  the  inteftines. 

At  the  fame  abdominal  opening,  on  the  external 
furface  of  this  mafs,  a  fmall  tumour  was  feen  fimilar 
to  the  firft  in  confidence  and  colour.  ’  This  laid  was 
oval  in  its  fhape,  and  fo  conftriCted  at  its  orifice,  that 
a  fmall  quantity  of  ferofity  only  could  efcape.  Thefe 
tumours  pofleffed  the  fame  periftaltic  motions  as  the 
inteftines,  and  were  fufceptible  of  contraction  when 
a  few  drops  of  water  were  dropped  on  their  fur¬ 
face. 

This  unfortunate  young  man,  who  was  tall  and  well 
formed,  though  extremely  thin,  was  obliged  to  be 
conftantly  in  a  curved  poiition,  and  to  fupport  him-  ’ 
felf  with  crutches.  An  earthern  pot,  fattened  to  his 
waift,  and  fypported  by  a  cord,  was  left  hanging  be¬ 
tween  his  thighs,  which  received  the  extremity  of  the 
inteftine  ;  and  the  matter  that  was  discharged  from  it, 
in  a  little  time,  was  intolerably  foetid.  Mr.  Default 
was  fatisfied,  that  the  principal  tumour  was  formed  by 
that  portion  of  the  inteftine  that  corresponded  to  the 
ftomach  -,  and  that  it  was  invaginated,  like  the  finger 
of  a  glove,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prefent  externally 
only  its  internal  furface.  ffe  was  alfo  convinced, 
that  the  fmall  tumour  was  only  the  inferior  part  of 
the  inteftine  invaginated  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  edges  of  the  divided  portion  adhered  to  the  o- 
pening  of  the  parities  of  the  abdomen,  and  was  uni¬ 
ted  and  blended  with  thery  by  one  common  cicatrix. 
Thefe  membranes  were  fo  coyfxderably  thickened  by 
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fridtion,  expofure  to  the  air,  and  by  the  paffage  of 
the  fœces,  that  an  attempt  to  reduce  fuch  a  mafs  was 
apparently  rafh,  if  Mr.  Default  had  not  been  taught 
by  experience  what  were  the  effedls  of  compreffion 
in  fimilar  cafes.  To  be  convinced  of  the  probable 
efficacy  of  compreffion  in  this  cafe,  Mr.  Default 
preffed  it  for  fome  minutes  between  his  hands,  and  its 
diminution  of  bulk  afforded  him  fome  idea  what  might 
be  expelled  from  a  confiant  and  uniform  compref¬ 
fion,  kept  up  for  a  confiderable  time. 

With  this  intention,  Mr.  Default  applied  a  fimple 
bandage,  from  below  upwards,  covering  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  tumour,  leaving  only  an  opening  at  the  apex 
for  the  paffage  of  the  fœces.  The  effect  of  this  plan 
Was  foon  perceptible  3  for,  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day,  the  bandage  became  fo  loofe,  in  confequence  of 
the  diminiffied  fize  of  the  tumour,  that  its  re-applica¬ 
tion  become  abfolutely  neceffary.  The  fame  meafures 

1 

were  purfued  on  the  following  days  3  and,  on  the  fourth, 
the  intefline  had  regained  its  natural  fize.  Mr.  Default 
conceiving  the  reduction  now  poffible,  had  the  tumour 
raifed  perpendicular  to  the  opening  in  the  abdomen  ; 
he  then  introduced  one  finger  in  the  orifice,  whilff, 
with  the  other  hand,  by  ufing  gentle  preffure,  he  pre¬ 
vented  the  retradlion  of  the  inteffine  3  and,  at  the  fafrie 
time,  he  altered  the  vaginal  fituation  of  the  gut, 
and  returned  it  into  the  abdomen.  The  fame  plan 
was  followed  with  the  fmall  tumour,  nor  was  any  dif¬ 
ficulty  experienced  in  the  reduction  :  but,  though  this 
cafe  was  thus  far  fuccefsfully  treated,  one  dreadful  in¬ 
convenience  yet  remained,  which  was  the  confiant  dis¬ 
charge 
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charge  of  foeces  through  the  wound.  Mr.  Default  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  inteftine  a  tent  of  old  linen,,  three 
inches  in  length,  preferved  in  its  fituation  by  a  proper 
bandage.  This  was  intended  to  be  withdrawn  twice  a 
day,  to  favour  the  evacuation  of  the  fœees  ;  but,  after 
fome  fy mptoms  ot  the  flatus  in  the  inteftine,  accom¬ 
panied  with  confide  rable  heat,  he  pa  fled  wind  by  the 
anus.  Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  colicky  fenfations,  at¬ 
tended  with  pricking  pains  in  the  rectum,  which  pro¬ 
duced  a  frequent  inclination  to  go  to  ftool,  and  that  not 
without  effedt  >  for,  he  voided  half  a  pound  of  fluid 
fœees,  flmilar  to  thofe  voided  after  indigeftion.  He 
had  eight  ftools  more  the  following  night,  all  preceded 
by  flight  colicky  fenfations  and  acute  pain  about  the 
redtum,  which  had  not  been  accuflomed  to  the  prelence 
of  fœees* 

The  next  day  the  patient  was  a  little  exhaufted,  in 
confequence  of  the  evacuation  ;  and,  for  three  days  aft 
terwards,  the  ftools  were  very  frequent,  but  accom-. 
panied  with  lefs  pain.  The  foc  ce  s  now  gradually  ac¬ 
quired  a  firmer  confiftence,  and  the  number  of  ftools 
proportionably  diminifhed.  The  ufe  of  the  linen  tent,  ♦ 
in  the  inteftine,  was  fuppreffed  on  the  8th  day,  and  the 
external  orifice  covered  with  a  doffil  of  lint,  and,  over  the 
whole,  Mr.  Default  applied  the  ball  or  pad  or  a  large 
and  flat  elaftic  bandage.  This  plan  was  adequate  to 
the  intention  of  preventing  the  efcape  of  the  fœees, 
which  now  pafied  entirely  by  the  redtum. 

He  gradually  recovered  bis  ftrength  and  health,  and* 
during  two  months  that  he  remained  in  the  Hôtel 
Dieu,  his  fœees  were  flmilar  to  thofe  of  a  man  in 
i  .  -  health, 
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health,  nor  the  lead;  inconvenience  experienced  in  their 
evacuation.  Fie  was  repeatedly  examined  by  different 
furgeons,  who  had  attended*  to  the  cafe  ever  fmce  his 
admiffic-n  ;  who  difcovered  only  a  flight  ferous  dis¬ 
charge,  which  was  imbibed  by  a  fmall  portion  of  lint, 
placed  on  the  fiftulôus  opening  of  the  abdomen. 

Three  months  after  his  difmiifion  from  the  Hotel 
Dieu  he  was  examined  by  the  furgeon  of  the  hofpital 
at  Moulins,  who  found  him  in  an  excellent  flate  of 
health,  though  his  condud  had  been  rather  intem¬ 
perate. 

EXPLANATION  OF  PLATE  III. 

ye:  •  \ 

FIG.  I.  a  b  c  d  e.  The  principal  tumour,  formed  by 
the  portion  of  the  inteftine  correfponding 
to  the  ftomach,  invaginated  like  the  fin¬ 
ger  of  a  glove. 

a  e.  The  neck  fuppordng  the  broadeft 
part  of  the  tumour,  and  iftuing  from  under 
a  fold  of  the  fkin. 

b.  Rugæ  formed  by  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  inteftine,  which  was  turned 
outwards. 

c.  4  The  apex  of  the  tumour,  having  a  fmall 
opening  pofteriorly  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  fœces. 

e  f.  The  penis  pufhed  to  the  left  fide  by 
the  tumour. 


g.  The 
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g.  The  fmafl  tumour,  formed  by  the  part 
correfponding  to  the  anus,  invaginated 
like  the  other. 

FIG.  ÏÎ.  Reprderits  the  ftate  of  the  parts  after  the 
cure. 

a.  b.  A  fold  of  thé  ikin,  forming  a  fort  of 
valve  before  the  opening  of  the  abdomen, 
which  remained  fiftulous. 


There  was  a  cafe  of  the  fame  kind  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Default,  of  a  man  with  a 
preternatural  anus,  confequent  to  a  fcrotal  hernia,  that 
had  terminated  in  gangrene  j  a  portion  of  the  inteftine, 
that  correfponded  to  the  ftomach,  was  invaginated  like 
the  other,  and  projedted  three  inches  outwards  :  he  was 
lean  and  weak,  although  he  devoured  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  food,  but  it  was  voided  in  a  ftate  imper-* 
fedtly  digefted  ;  and  to  this  circumftance  our  author 
attributes  his  preferring  food  difficult  of  digeftion, 
particularly  fallad.  His  fituation  rendered  him  ex¬ 
tremely  apprehenfive  ;  but,  emboldened,  in  fome 
meafure,  by  the  event  of  the  iàilor’s  cafe,  he  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Default.  The  cure 
of  this  lait  cafe  was  materially  different  from  that  of 
»  the  faiicr’s,  as  a  part  of  the  inteftine,  (contiguous  to 
the  portion  that  appeared  externally,)  which  had  for¬ 
merly  fallen  down  into  the  ferotum,  adhered  to  the 
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furrounding  parts,  a  cireumftance  extremely  unfavour¬ 
able,  as  no  preffure  could  be  made  on  the  openin 
of  the  inteftine  without  comprefllng  the  adherin 
portion  of  the  gut.  The  invaginated  portion  was 
however  reduced,  and  the  opening  clofed  by  a  linen 
tent  fupported  by  a  trufs.  Eighteen  hours  after  this, 
he  was  attacked  with  flight  colicky  pains  $  which 
alarmed  him  fo  much,  that  he  took  off  the  dre flings, 
and  abandoned  all  hopes  of  a  cure* 

This  attempt,  flight  however  as  it  was,  produced 
a  very  fenflble  effedt.  This  man,  who  before  voided 
every  four  months  only  the  whitifh  mucus  of  the  intes¬ 
tines,  had  been  obliged  that  day  to  go  twice  to  ftool, 
and  voided  as  much  of  this  kind  of  mucus  as  was 
ufual  when  the  intervals  were  longer.  Thefe  dis¬ 
charges  continued  for  8  following  days  ;  and,  at  daft, 
intervals  of  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  days  inter¬ 
vened  5  and,  at  the  time  this  was  writing,  a  month 
had  paffed  without  any  evacuation  of  this  mucus. 
From  this  cafe  no  important  inference  can  certainly 
be  drawn,  but  kill  the  relation  of  fadts  of  this  An¬ 
gular  defcription,  and  fo  little  known,  may  be  attended 
with  advantage. 


The  hiftory  of  the  preternatural  anus  opens  a  new 
field  for  chirurgical  obfervation.  This  difeafe  occurs 
Sufficiently  frequent,  to  afford  opportunities  to  acquire 
information  on  the  fubjedt.  From  a  Angle  fadt  general 
rules  cannot  certainly  be  adduced  j  but,  from  the  cafes 
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juft  related,  fome  hopes  may  be  entertained  of  z 
cure,  when  the  circumftances  are  fimiiar. 

From  the  writings  of  the  ancients  on  this  difeafe, 
little  information  can  be  acquired  ;  but,  in  modem- 
works,  many  cafes  are  to  be  met  with  ;  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  they  only  mention  the  occafional  caufes,  omitting 
the  defcription  of  the  external  appearances,  and  the 
particular  ftate  of  the  inteftines.  One  of  the  moft 
frequent  occurrences  in  this  complaint,  the  protrufton 
of  the  inteftine  from  the  belly,  feems  to  have  efcaped 
the  notice  of  all  authors,  from  Hippocrates*  (who 
has  defcribed  it)  to  Fabricius  Hildanus,f  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  century,  related  it  as  a.  thing  un¬ 
known  and  extraordinary.-  Since  the  time  of  Fabricius, 
cafes  of  tumors  formed  externally  by  the  inteftine  have 
been  mentioned  by  writers  ;  yet  the  appearance  of  the 
parts  have  not  till  lately  been  accurately  defcribed.  Mr. 
Robin  found  the  cæcum  and  a  part  of  the  colon 
invaginated  in  the  redlum,  in  confequence  of  a  blow 
or  fall  received  on  that  inteftine,  which  terminated 
fatally. 

This  cafe,  related  by  Mr.  Hevin,  in  the  4th  vol. 
of  the  Mémoires  de  l’Académie  de  Chirurgie,  J  and  a, 
fimiiar  one  by  Mr.  Le  Blanc,  threw  fome  light  on  the 
fubjeét.  But  Mr.  Le  Cat  had  an  occafton  to  difteél 
the  body  of  a  woman,  who  had  a  preternatural  anus, 
and  the  opportunity  of  demonftrating  the  invagination 

*  Epidem.  lib.  vii. 

✓ 

f  Centur.  1.  Obf.  74. 
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of  the  înteftine,  which  had  protruded  externally.* 
Among  the  unpleafant  effects  neceflàrily  attendant 
on  this  difeafe,  are  the  extreme  uncleanlinefs  occasion¬ 
ed  by  the  confiant  difcharge  of  fœces  through  the 
opening,  the  excoriation  of  the  furrounding  parts,  the 
return  of  griping  pains,  obftruCtions  to  the  paffage 
of  the  fœces  from  the  narrownefs  of  the  aperture, 
Weaknefs  confequent  to  imperfeCt  digeftion,  and 
fometimes  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prove  fatal  ;  as 
in  the  cafes  related  by  Meffrs.  Hoin  and  Le  Blanc, f 
and  which  has  lately  occurred  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year. 

Thefe  inconveniences  have  induced  furgeons  to 
fugged;  different  modes  of  relief  ;  that,  indeed,  have 
been  partially  procured.  Boxes  have  been  invented, 
made  of  Silver  or  tin,  and  applied  to  the  opening  in 
the  abdomen  ;  and  retained  in  this  fituation  by  a  pro¬ 
per  bandage.  This  contrivance,  by  containing  and 
collecting  the  fœces,  leffened  their  fœtor,  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Mofcati,  they  were  con¬ 
ducted  into  thefe  veffels  by  means  of  a  leaden  pipe, 
left  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.J  Mr.  Sabatier 
has  propofed  to  keep  the  intefline  Sufficiently  open, 
to  afford  an  eafy  paffage  to  the  excrements,  by  the 
introduction  of  a  middiing-fized  tent.  J| 

Mr.  Richter,  on  the  contrary,  wiffies  the  fœces  to 
be  retained  till  digeftion  is  more  perfect.  To  anfwer 

*  Tranfaét.  Philofoph.  N°  460.  p.  716. 
f  EiTai  fur  les  Hernie  s. 
î  Académie  de  Chir.  tom.  v.  p.  596. 

Il  Ibid.  p.  594. 
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this  indication,  he  checks  their  difcharge,  by  means 
of  a  fponge  applied  to  the  external  opening,  and  re¬ 
tained  by  an  elaftic  bandage.* * * §  This  method,  though 
apparently  ingenious,  is  rejected  by  Mr.  Lœffler,  who 
has  feen  it  followed  with  colic,  conftipation  of  the 
bov/els,  excoriation,  and  inflammation  of  the  fldn. 
Seme  few  furgeons,  not;  fatisfied  with  thefe  palliative 
methods,  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  radical 
cure,  wddeh  nature  herfeif  feems  to  point  out. 

Numerous  cafes  have  occurred,  where  the  foeces 
have  refumed  their  natural  courfe,  after  having  been 
evacuated  even  for  months,  from  a  wound  in  the 
abdomen,  fubfequent  to  an  operation  for  a  hernia. 
Mr.  Petit  mentions  a  cafe,  where  the  two  ends  of  the 
inteftine  hung  out  of  the  abdominal  ring,  granulated 
after  the  feparation  of  the  gangrenous  parts,  and 
were  confounded  with  the  furface  of  the  wound  by 
one  common  cicatrix  ;  and  the  fœces  afterwards  re¬ 
fumed  their  natural  courfe.  f 

Mr.  Acrell  mentions  a  fimilar  cafe,  where  he 
feparated,  with  his  feiflfors,  a  portion  of  gangrenous 
inteftine.J  7 

A  number  of  fimilar  inftances  are  to  be  found  in 
different  writers,  as  in  Le  Dran,||  Pott,§  Richard,^ 

*  Traité  des  Hernies,  tradüit  par  Rougemont,  chap,  xxviii. 

•  f  Malad.  Chir.  tom.  ii.  p.  407. 

X  Obfervation,  p.  174. 
jj  Obferv.  de  Chir. 

§  Treatife  on  Hernia. 

^  Obferv.  de  Med. 
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Journal  de  Médecine,*  the  Memoirs  of  a  Society 
of  Harlem,f  Effays  by  a  Society  of  Surgeons  at 
Copenhagen.^ 

Encouraged  thus  by  the  refources  of  nature,  fur- 
geons  fhould  certainly  avail  themfelves  of  the  efforts 
of  art,  and  their  want  of  fuccefs,  hitherto,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  arofe  from  improper  methods  being  adopted,  in 
confequence  of  being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe.  Some,  not  regarding  the  invagination  of 
the  inteftine,  have  propofed  to  unite  externally  the 
divided  portions  of  the  gut,  according  to  Ramdhor’s 
method,  and  to  reduce  them  when  fufficiently  heal¬ 
ed.  ||  Others  have  recommended  the  obfervance  of 
a  ftriél  regimen,  as  a  means  likely  to  procure  a  re¬ 
union,  by  diminifhing  the  diieharge  of  fceces;  but, 
fortunately  for  the  patients,  thefe  two  fpeculative 
opinions  have  never  been  reduced  to  practice. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bruns  to  Mr.  Henkel  there 
is  a  cafe  related  of  a  preternatural1  anus,,  the  edges  of 
which,  after  having  been  previoufly  excoriated  by 
the  application  of  the  lapis  infernalis,  were  retained 
together  by  future  ;  the  edges  united,  but  the  wound 
broke  open  again  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Le  Cat§  attempted  the  cure  of  a  woman  who 
had  a  preternatural  anus,  by  excoriating  the  edges  of 
the  wound,  and  bringing  them  together  by  means  of 
future;  after  having  previoufly  dilated,  by  means  of 


*  Obf.  de  Duboucix,  tom.  xxxii.  Dufrefnoy,  tom.  xxxvii. 
De  L aborde,  ibid. 

f  Obf.  de  Funn,  tom.  i.  J  Obf.  de  Enfield. 

!j  Richter,  chap,  xxviii.  p.  i6z.  $  Tranfaét.  Phil. 
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a  canula,  that  portion  of  the  inteftine  that  corres¬ 
ponded  with  the  anus  j  but  the  protruded  portion  had 
acquired  fuch  a  confiderable  bulk,  that  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  irreducible,  Thefe  unfuccefsful  cafes  deterred 
Surgeons  from  making  new  attempts  ;  and  it  became, 
at  laft,  the  general  opinion,  that  the  cure  of  thefe  ca¬ 
fes  was  impoffible,  or,  at  lead,  attended  with  immi¬ 
nent  danger. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  practitioners,  the  reduction 
of  the  inteftine  is  even  attended  with  danger,  and  all 
have  conceived  it  impoffible  when  of  long  handing 
and  of  a  confiderable  fize  :  many  authors  alfo  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  part  of  the  inteftine,  contiguous  to  the 
reCtum,  becomes  clofed,  and  its  cavity  obliterated. 
JVEr.  Richter  himfelf  is  not  free  from  this  prejudice  ; 
but  certainly  the  çircumftance  of  the  invagination  of 
the  inteftine  muft  have  efcaped  his  re  collection,  as  it 
is  a  decided  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  a  cavity.  This 
obliteration  has  yet  never  been  proved,  and  all  thofe 
who  have  attended  to  this  fubjeCt  are  of  opinion  that 
it  cannot  poffibly  take  place.  Monf.  Le  Cat,  on  dif¬ 
fering  a  fubjeCt  where  the  faeces  had  not  paffed 
through  the  rectum  for  twelve  years,  difcovered  no. 
obliteration. 

The  patient,  who  died  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  lait  Ja¬ 
nuary,  had  the  whole  inferior  part  of  the  inteflinal 
tube  entire,  though  a  little  contracted,  In  this  cafe, 
nothing  had  paffied  for  two  years  through  the  reCtum  ; 
and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  ilium  had  been  de- 
ftroyed  by  gangrene  ;  befides,  in  all  the  patients  of  this 
delcription,  the  mucus  of  the  inteftine  has  Ipeen  evacu¬ 
ated 
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aîed  from  time  to  time  ;  a  fact  which  dearly  proves 
no  obliteration  could  poffibly  exift. 

Some  authors,  from  not  attending  to  the  ftate  of 
the  inteftine,  are  of  opinion  that  the  inteftine  paffes 
out  of  the  belly  in  its  ordinary  ftate,  and  that  it  is  not 
its  extremity  that  adheres  to  the  fkin  :  and,  for  this 
reafon,  they  are  apprehenfive  that  the  fceces  and 
mucus  will  be  diffufed  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.* 

The  thicknefs  of  the  membranes  of  the  inteftines 
is  a  more  ferious  objedion  :  it  has  always  been  viewed 
as  an  invincible  obftacle  to  the  reduction,  but  the  cafe 
we  have  related  proves  the  poffibility  of  returning  the 
gut:  and,  from  analogy,  we  are  juftified  in  fuppofing 
it  may  be  effeded  ;  for,  in  cafes  of  prolapfus  ani  of 
long  ftanding,  that  apparently,  from  their  bulk,  were 
irreducible,  gradual  and  methodical  prefture  has  been 
attended  with  fuccefs. 

Praditioners,  from  the  number  of  thefe  adhefions, 
ought  not  to  be  deterred  from  attempting  the  redudion; 
for,  fuppofing  that  they  exift,  and  that  they  are  more 
dangerous  than  thofe  produced  by  inflammations  of  the 
abdomen,  yet  ftill  no  advantage  can  arife  from  leaving 
the  invaginated  portion  of  the  inteftine  out  of  the  abdo¬ 
men.  Befides,  fuch  a  pradice  may  be  attended  with  the 
moft  fatal  confequences.  Mr.  Puy  has  feen  two  cafes 
that  terminated  fatally,  from  the  iflue  of  the  fceces  be¬ 
ing  ftopped.f  Mr.  Lange  has  feen  the  gutfo  diftended 

*  Richter,  chap.  xxix.  p.  1 68. 
f  Académie  de  Chirurgie. 
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with  blood,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  remove  the, 
ftrangulation  by  an  incifion  into  the  abdomen.* 

Meffrs  iploin  and  Le  Blanc  mention  indances  of 
gangrene,  produced  by  drangulation  ;*j-  and  an  invalid, 
whofe  cafe  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sabatier,  was  near 
lodng  his  life  from  a,  fimilar  caufe. 

O 

From  the  cafes  and  obfervations  above-mentioned, 
Mr.  Default  is  decidedly  or  opinion,  that  found  and 
good  prabtice  indicates  the  propriety  of  returning  the 
inteffine  in  the  abdomen  ;  and  that  this  operation  is 
always  poffible,  however  large  the  tumour,  and  how-: 
ever  long  it  may  have  exiiled.  When  this  is  effect¬ 
ed,  the  attention  fhould  be  directed  to  fugged  forrie 
contrivance  to  retain  and  prevent  the  intedine  from  a- 
gain  protruding.^;  The  ivory  peffary,  which  has 
been  invented,  is  not  found  adequate  to  the  intention, 
as  the  intedine  can  efcape  through  the  aperture  of  the 
indrument,  and  become  a  new  means  of  drangu- 
lation  ;  befides,  the  preffurc  of  jo  hard  a  fubdance 
will  neceffarily  bruife  the  furrounding  parts  ;  and,  if 
applied  with  a  fufdcient  degree  of  force  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  indicated,  the  preffure  would  be  iniupporta^- 
ble.  The  foft  cufhion,  recommended  by  Mr.  Saba¬ 
tier,  and  the  Iponge  of  Richter,  are  not  liable  to  the 
fame  objection  -,  but  dill  they  are  lubjebt  to  the  in¬ 
convenience  remarked  by  Lceffier,  of  imbibing  the 

*  Smucker  vermifchte  chirurgifche  fchrilter,  tom.  2. 

-f  Opérât,  de  Le  Blanc,  tom.  ii.  p.  445. 

X  Mein  fur  les  Anus  contre  Nature.  Açad.  de  Chirurgie, 

tom.  v. 
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difcharge  of  the  thin  and  acrid  matter*  which  is  apt  to 
produce  excoriation  of  the  adjacent  parts. 

Mr.  Default  fuggefts  the  contrivance  of  a  tent  made 
of  linen*  with  the  addition  of  a  layer  of  lint  and  other 
compreffes,  kept  on  the  part  by  means  of  a  bandage, 
moderately  tight,  which  will  effectually  prevent  the 
protrufion  of  the  inteftine,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep 
up  a  fufflcient  degree  of  dilatation  ;  and,  by  retaining 
the  fœces  in  the  intervals  of  dreffing,  occafion  them 
to  remain  longer  in  the  inteftinal  tube,  and  more 
nourifhment  to  be  afforded  the  patient  ;  if  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  fluid  fhould  efcape,  it  will  be  abforb- 
ed  by  the  lint,  and  produce  no  irritation  on  the  Ikin. 
The  flight  colicky  fenfations,  which  are  confequent  to 
the  firft  application,  will  ceafe  in  a  few  days,  as  foon  as 
the  intefline  is  accuftomed  to  its  prefence.  This  was 
the  firft  advantage  Mr.  Default  derived  from  this 
method,  nor  did  his  views  extend  farther  :  but,  from 
the  unexpected  fuccefs  of  the  bailor’s  cafe,  he  has 
hopes,  at  lead:,  fometimes  to  cure  a  clifeafe,  hitherto 
fuppofed  irremediable.  This  cure  has  alfo  proved  the 
advantage  of  adopting  Ample  methods,  and  varying 
them  according  to  circumftances. 

In  the  preternatural  anus,  whether  it  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  or 
confequent  to  hernia  with  gangrene,  there  can  only 
be  two  ftates  of  the  inteftine  effentially  different  from 
each  other  -,  one  of  thefe,  and  which  indeed  moft  ge¬ 
nerally  occurs,  is  when  a  part  of  the  circumference 
of  the  gut  is  divided  5  and  the  other,  when  the  divi- 
fion  has  been  complete. 
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In  both  cafes,  from  the  procefs  of  inflammation,  the 
edges  of  the  divided  portion  of  this  canal  unite  with  the 
edges  of  the  integuments  and  furrounding  parts  ;  (this 
circumflance  uniformly  takes  place,  nor  has  it  been 
difproved  by  a  fingle  fad:  5)  and,  from  this  time,  the 
parieties  of  the  abdomen,  if  they  are  entire,  will 
form  a  fupplement  to  the  portion  of  the  canal,  which 
has  been  deftroyed,  and  the  fœces  will  be  voided  by 
the  anus,  unlels  the  portions  of  the  intefline,  by  their 
mode  of  adhehon,  fhould  form  an  angle  fofficiently  a- 
cute  to  flop  them  in  their  progrefs. 

The  wound  in  the  abdomen,  from  its  affording  an 
eafier  and  ihorter  iffue  to  the  fœces  than  if  they  had  to 
pafs  through  the  whole  circumvolutions  of  the  intef* 
tines,  and  the  difeafed  ftate  of  that  canal,  are  the  eff 
ficient  caufes  of  the  preternatural  anus,  that  is  to  fay, 
of  the  fœcai  difcharge  from  the  abdomen.  But  there 
is  another  fecondary  çaufe,  not  lefs  powerful  in  its  ef¬ 
fect  :  this  is  the  contraction  which  takes  place  in  that 
part  of  the  inteftine  correfponding  to  the  rectum.  But 
are  thefe  caufes  fufficiently  powerful  to  preclude  the  af- 
fiflance  of  art  ?  The  firft,  that  is  to  fay,  the  opening  of 
the  abdomen,  is  certainly  not  an  invincible  obftacle,  be- 
caufe  in  hernia,  attended  with  gangrene,  the  fœces  often 
take  their  natural  courfe  after  paffing  through  the  abdo¬ 
minal  opening,  and  Mr.  Default  is  of  opinion  that  this 
accident  of  a  preternatural  anus  does  not  occur  fo  fre¬ 
quently  after  thefe  cafes  as  formerly,  which  certainly 
may  be  attributed  to  the  prefent  methodical  and  at¬ 
tentive  manner  of  dreffing  wounds  of  this  de- 
fcription,  A  tent,  anfwering  the  intention  of  a  plug, 

might 
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might  fupply  the  defeCt  of  continuity  in  the  parietes  of 
the  abdomen.  But  this  is  not  all;  the  portions  of  the 
inteftine  often  form  an  angle  at  the  part  where  the  re¬ 
paration  has  taken  place. 

This  angle  affords  more  or  lefs  refiftance  to  the 
paffage  of  the  fœces,  (agreeable  to  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Morand,)  according  as  it  is  more  or  lefs  acute,  and 
there  is  no  method  of  removing  this  obitacle,  but  by 
enlarging  the  angle,  formed  by  the  fegments  of  the 
inteftine,  by  feparating  them  from  each  other.  Mr. 
Default  is  of  opinion  that  long  tents  made  of  linen, 
introduced  and  fixed  into  the  two  ends  of  the  inteftine, 
will  anfwer  the  indication,  by  bringing  together  gradu¬ 
ally  the  divided  portions  of  inteftine  in  a  ftrait  line. 
By  this  plan,  he  thinks  the  upper  end  of  the  portion  of 
inteftine,  correfponding  with  the  reCtum,  will  be  di¬ 
lated,  and  thus  the  fœces  will  gradually  take  their  na¬ 
tural  courfe.* 

The  methods  here  recommended  may  perhaps  be 
the  means  of  reftoring  to  fociety  a  number  of  thofe  af¬ 
fected  with  the  above-mentioned  complaint,  even  fup- 
poftng  that  a  cure  cannot  ever  be  effected,  which  the 
cafe  of  the  failor  abfolutely  contradicts.  No  inconve¬ 
nience  can  arife  from  the  attempt;  and  patients,  who 
have  fubmitted  to  this  treatment,  have  been  able  to  re¬ 
tain  at  will  the  alimentary  matter,  and  of  courfe  were  in 
no  danger  of  dying  of  inanition,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
have  been  exempt  from  the  ferious  and  fometimes 
fatal  confequence  of  ftrangulation. 

*  Acad,  de  Chir.  et  Acad,  de  Sciences,  p.  249» 
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The  Sailor ,  whofe  Cafe  has  been  related,  returned  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu  in  a  Situation  extremely  unexpected. 

FO R  the  fpace  of  five  months  after  his  difmiffion 
from  the  hofpital,  he  was  in  every  particular  per¬ 
fectly  welf  nor  had  he  experienced  the  (lighted:  incon¬ 
venience.  His  (tools  (till  continued  their  natural  courfe. 
Prefuming  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  he  accuf- 
tomed  himfelf  to  violent  exercife  and  exertions  of 
perfonal  ftrength,  to  prove  his  vigour  to  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  who  had  feen  him  in  his  former  deplo¬ 
rable  fituation  a  few  months  fmce.  - — This  conduct 
was  attended  with  very  ferious  coniequences.  In  at¬ 
tempting  to  lift  a  cafk  of  wine  for  a  wager,  his  ban¬ 
dage  broke  :  as  it  was  attended  with  no  pain,  it  did 
not  at  the  time  excite  his  attention,  nor  prevent  him 
from  winning  his  wager.  He  walked  for  two  hours 
afterwards  with  a  handkerchief  round  his  wait.  The 
inteftine  was  engaged  in  the  abdominal  aperture,  (which 
was  (till  open,)  and  protruded  about  fix  inches  in  the 
fpace  of  an  hour,  that  tranfpired,  before  he  arrived 
home.  After  he  had  attempted  the  reduction  him¬ 
felf,  he  called  in  the  affiftance  of  the  forgeons  in  the 
neighbourhood,  whofe  endeavours  were  equally  unfuc- 
cefsful.  This  was  on  the  4th  of  March. 

In  this  fituation  he  returned  to  Paris.  Unable  to 
bear  the  motion  of  a  cart,  he  was  obliged  to  walk, 
and  to  have  a  veffel  between  the  thighs  to  receive  the 
faces.  The  fwelling  and  pain  he  experienced  com¬ 
pelled 
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pdled  him  to  apply  for  aflidance  at  the  different  hoff 
pitals  in  his  way  to  Paris,  where  he  arrived,  and  was 
admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Dieu  on  the  3  iff  of  March. 
The  next  day,  as  his  pulfe  was  full  and  plethoric,  he 
was  ordered  to  be  bled.  The  tumour  was  equally 
hard,  though  lefs  in  frze,  as  when  he  firft  applied  for 
aflidance,  fix  months  before  this  period.  Compref- 
fion,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  was  continued  for 
fix  days.  It  is  poffible  that  the  reduction  might  have 
been  effeffed  fooner,  but  Mr.  Default  wifhed,  previ¬ 
ous  to  its  attempt,  that  the  parts  fhouid  regain  their 
natural  ffate.  It  was  reduced  with  the  greateft  eafe, 
and  its  re-protrufion  prevented  by  proper  compreffes, 
affided  by  the  application  of  an  eladic  bandage.  Symp¬ 
toms  of  naufea  and  vomiting  came  on  fubfequent  to 
the  replacement  of  the  intedine,  but  ceafed  in  a- 
bout  two  hours,  after  fome  flight  colicky  feniations 
that  preceded  a  copious  and  very  loofe  ftool.  The 
next* night  and  following  day  he  was  attacked  with 
diarrhoea,  which  continued  till  the  fécond  day,  when 
the  fceces  became  tolerably  confident  ;  and,  on  the 
9th  of  April,  no  fœces  paffed  by  the  abdominal  a- 
perture,  and  he  was,  in  every  particular,  as  "well  as  be¬ 
fore  his  relapfe. 

Mr.  Default  mentions  two  cafes  that  were  at  that 
time  in  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  different  in  their  nature,  yet 
both  of  them  complicated  3  one,  at  the  time  of  wri¬ 
ting  this  memoir,  voided  his  fœces  by  the  anus  :  the 
difcharge  from  the  abdominal  aperture  was  trifling,  and 
every  circumdance  announced  a  fpeedy  and  fuccefsful 
termination. 
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Cafe  of  a  Luxation  of  the  Foot  outwards,  and  of  thé 
Aftragalus  upward  and  forward. 

[By  Mr.  Plaignand,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

PETER  Phifre,  a  gardener,  on  the  28th  of  Feb* 
17883  fell  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  about  24  feet 
in  height.  The  whole  weight  of  his  body  preffed 
on  his  left  foot,  under  which  was  a  round  middling- 
fized  Hone.  Fie  felt  fomething  tear  in  his  foot,  which 
was  accompanied  with  exquifite  pain  :  his  fuffe  rings 
were  aggravated  by  attempting  to  rife,  and  he  was 
under  the  neceffity  of  waiting  till  he  had  affiftance 
to  remove  him  to  bed.  The  furgeon  that  was  fent 
for,  confide  ring  it  as  a  very  ferious  accident,  advi- 
fed  him  to  apply  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  where  he  was 
admitted  twelve  hours- after  the  accident.  The  back  of 
the  foot  was  directed  outwards,  and  its  external  fide 
downwards.  The  inferior  part  of  the  os  calcis  an- 
fwered  to  the  inferior  extremity  of  the  tibia  -,  the 
aftragalus  was  felt  under  the  integuments,  before  the 
tibia,  above  the  os  cuboides  and  the  laft  cuniform 
bone,  and  admitted  of  being  eafily  moved.  The  heel 
was  turned  outwards,  and  the  tendo  Achilles  fituated 
behind  the  fibula.  The  pain  that  the  patient  endured 
was  exquifite. 

Mr.  Default,  emboldened  by  the  fuccefs  he  had 
met  with  in  fimilar  cafes,  did  not  hefitate  to  attempt 

the 
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the  reduction.  The  patient  was  laid  upon  his  back7 
whilft  an  affiftant  held  the  fuperior  part  of  the  leg? 
with  the  intention  of  maintaining  a  counter-extenfion  : 
whilft  another  kept  up  an  cxtenfion,  by  embracing 
with  his  right  hand  the  back  of  the  foot,  and  with 
his  left  the  pofterior  part  of  the  heel  ;  and,  by  this 
conduct,  the  foot  was  brought  back  to  its  natural 
fituation  without  much  difficulty.  The  aftragalus 
refted  on  the  back  of  the  foot.  To  reduce  it,  the 
extenfion  was  augmented,  till  there  was  a  fufficient 
fpace  between  the  tibia  and  os  calcis  to  admit  of  the 
aftragalus.  Then  the  furgeon  embraced  the  foot  with 
the  palms  of  his  hands,  whilft  he  puftied  in  the  aftragalus 
by  the  affiftance  of  his  thumbs.  The  reduction  took 
place  without  noife,  and  it  was  known  to  have  taken 
place,  by  the  fhape  of  the  foot,  its  admitting  of 
motion,  and  by  the  fubfidence  of  pain. 

Compreffes  of  aq.  vegito  were  applied,  the  leg 
and  foot  placed  as  a  fraéture  :  from  the  ftate  of 
the  pulfe,  it  was  thought  proper  to  bleed  him.  The 
pains  towards  evening  were  a  little  aggravated,  but 
gave  way  to  fomentations  of  the  aq.  veg.  renewed 
every  two  hours. 

On  the  next  day,  there  was  a  little  ecchymofis  at  the 
ankles,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  foot  a  little  increafed 
fince  the  evening  before.  The  pulfe  yet  indicated 
the  propriety  of  two  more  bleedings,  which  was 
done  on  the  third  and  fourth  day.  On  the  5  th,  the 
patient  buffered  little  ;  and,  as  the  fwelling  was  dimi- 
niihed,  the  frequency  of  fomentation  was  difcontinued  $ 
but,  the  pains  returning,  they  were  again  had  recourfe 
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to.  The  eafe  they  produced  was  worthy  of  remark  i 
by  the  eighth  day,  the  ecchymofis  of  the  foot  was  dif- 
fipated  and  the  pain  fupportable. 

On  the  1 5th,  the  dreffings  were  left  off,  and  the 
foot  admitted  of  a  flight  degree  of  motion  in  different 
directions,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  was  fre¬ 
quently  repeated,  to  prevent  the  rigidity  that  might  be 
confequent  to  inflammation  and  reft. 

On  the  1 8  th,  the  patient  got  out  of  bed:  and  began 
to  reft  on  his  foot,  on  the  26th,  with  the  aftiftance  of  a 
flick*  He  walked  tolerably  well;  and,  eight  days  after¬ 
wards,  this  fupport  was  unneceffary.  On  the  39th,  he 
was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital,  perfe&ly  able  to  walk 
without  limping  or  difficulty. 

The  hiflory  of  this  cafe  may  throw  confiderable 
light  on  the  treatment  of  luxations  of  the  foot;  and 
lb  me  others,  of  a  very  inter  efting  defcription,  will 
foon  be  publifhed. 
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Cafe  of  a  fpuricus  Aneurifm  of  the  brachial  Artery 

cured  by  an  Operation. 

ON  the  iff  of  January*  1791,  at  midnight,  Mr. 

Default  was  called  in  by  a  furgeon,  who,  two 
hours  before,  in  opening  the  bafilicic  vein,  had  the 
misfortune  to  wound  the  brachial  artery.  From  the 
account  of  all  who  were  prefent  at  the  operation,  the 
blood  came  out  by  jerks,  with  much  force,  and  was 
thrown  to  a  considerable  cliftance.  They  obferved  it  was 
of  a  vermilion  colour,  that  a  great  quantity  was  dif- 
charged  in  a  little  time,  and  that  much  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  Hopping  it.  Below  the  bending  of  the 
elbow,  a  tumour  was  obferved  of  confiderable  extent, 
deep,  and  foft  :  the  integuments  were  of  their  natural 
colour.  This  tumour  pulfated  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  artery,  and  thefe  pulfations  feemed  to  extend  from 
the  centre  of  the  tumour  to  all  points  of  its  circumfe- 
rence* 

Convinced,  from  thefe  circumftances,  of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  a  primitive  fpurious  aneurifm,  Mr.  Default 
conceived,  that,  as  compreffion  had  been  ufed  in  fame 
cafes  with  fuccefs,  in  this  initance  it  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  advantage.  In  confequence,  he  applied,  o- 
ver  the  part  that  had  been  pricked,  graduated  thick 
compreffes,  that  the  preffiure  might  be  coniicierable, 
which  he  retained  on  the  part  by  a.  bandage  three  ells 
in  length  and  three  fingers  in  breadth  :  he  paffed  it  in 
the  fame  way  as  in  bleeding,  except  with  a  greater  de- 
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grec  of  tightnefs,  and  palled  more  of  it  above  and; 
below  the  bending  of  the  elbow.  During  three  days 
that  this  bandage  was  worn,  the  patient  was  able  to- 
fleep  ;  but,  in  confequence  of  the  confide  rable  fwel- 
ling  of  the  fore-arm,  from  the  tightnefs  of  the  ban¬ 
dage,  it  was  removed,  and  another  more  loofely  ap¬ 
plied  which  was  palled  on  the  fore-arm  as  far  as  the 
hand. 

The  dwelling  and  tendon  foon  diminifhed,  but,  on 
the  eighth  day,  he  experienced  confiderable  pain, 
which  produced  the  fame  fymptoms  as  before.  Mr.. 
Default,  delirous  of  avoiding  a  ferious  operation,  re- 
folved  to  attempt  a  mode  of  compreflion  exempt 
from  the  inconvenience  ufually  attendant  on  the  ordi¬ 
nary  method.  To  anfwer  this  intention,  he  ufed  a  hol¬ 
low  tin  machine,  lining,  the  cavity  with  foft  cufhions  : 
it  formed  an  obtufe  angle  at  the  elbow,  to  admit  of  the- 
arm  and.  fore-arm  being; in  a-  ftate  of  flexion.  This 
machine 'was  of  a  fu  Aident  length  to  extend  from  one- 
third  of  the  fuperior  part  of  the  arm  as  far  as  the 
wrift,  and  fufhciently  wide  to  cover  the  polterior  half 
of  the  parts  juft  mentioned.. 

On  this  machine,  the  bandage  was  re-applied 
This  method,  without  the  preflfure  on  the  opening  of 
the  artery  being  diminifhed,  rendered  the  compreflion 
on  the  other  parts  quite  trifling  ;  for,  the  machine,  on 
which  the  turns  of  die  bandage  was  expended,  ha¬ 
ving  palfed  over  die  artery,  formed  every-where  an 
equal  deflre  of  preifure  ;  and,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  artery  might  be  Itrongly  comprefled,  without  ap- 
prelienfion  of  any  fwelling  of  the  fore-arm. 
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Ail  the  advantages  of  this  contrivance  were  not  de¬ 
rived  in  confequence  of  the  fatnefs  of  the  patient;  and 
the  effufed  blood,  which  was  trifling  in  the  early 
part  of  the  complaint,  had  infenfibly  extended  along 
the  anterior  part  of  the  fore -arm  behind  the  aponeu- 
rofis,  where  it  Was  cohfiderable  :  at  the  inferior  part 
of  the  arm  it  was  much  lefs.  The  integuments,  that 
covered  the  tumour  at  the  part  where  the  orifice  was 
made,  were  livid  and  yellow  ;  in  the  adjoining  parts, 
the  lead:  motion  of  the  hand  produced  confiderable 
pain. 

The  patient,  wrorn  out  with  the  tedioufnefs  of  the 
complaint,  wiflied  ardently  for  an  operation,  which 
he  iuppofed  would  terminate  in  a  cure.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  together  with  the  impoffibility  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  farther  effufion  of  blood  by  any  other 
method,  determined  Mr.  Default  to  make  a  ligature 
on  the  artery,  which  was  done  fixteen  days  after  the 
accident. 

The  bed  was  placed  in  the  mod  favourable  fitua- 
tion,  with  refpedt  to  the  light  ;  and  the  patient's  head 
and  bread:  a  little  elevated  by  pillows*  and  the  found 
arm  turned  from  the  light  :  the  afire £ted  arm  was 
held  at  fome  didance  from  the  trunk,  and  the  fore¬ 
arm  kept  in  a  date  of  extenfion,  and  the  part  to  be 
operated  on  turned  upwards.  An  affidant,  on  the 
right  hand  of  Mn  Default,  comprefifed  the  axillary 
artery*  as  it  paffes  behind  the  clavicle  over  the  fird  rib* 
by  means  of  a  cufhion,  which  he  held  in  his  right 
hand  ;  and,  with  his  left  hand,  prefifed  another  cufhion 
againft  the  fame  artery  as  it  pafifes  under  the  hollow 
'  P  2  of 
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6f  the  axilla  :  by  this  means,  no  hæmoirhage  could 
happen  from  the  brachial  artery.  A  fécond  affiftant 
was  employed  in  fixing  the  fore-arm  ;  and*  a  third 
was  entrufted  with  the  inftruments  and  dr e (Tings. 

Mr.  Default,  placing  himfeif  on  the  outfide  of  the 
arm,  made  an  incifion  four  inches  in  length  in  the 
courfe  of  the  artery.  Fie  began  it  two  inches  below 
the  orifice  made  in  bleeding,,  and  continued  it  upwards 
along  the  internal  edge  of  the  biceps.  The  cellu¬ 
lar  fubfiance,  which  was  divided  in  the  firfb  incifion, 
was  tinged  with  blood.  The  aponeurofis  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wound  was  cautioufly  divided  -,  the 
eftufion  of  blood  was  immediately  confiderable  j  and 
fome  from  the  artery  was  thrown  by  jerks  to  a  con¬ 
fiderable’ diftance.  The  affiftant  kept  up  the  preffure, 
whiift  Mr.  Default  fearched  for  the  artery  among  the 
cellular  fubfiance  and  aponeurofis*  which  he  lifted  up 
with  a  hollow  found.  The  wound  having  been  well 
cleared  from  the  grumous  blood,  the  artery  was  dif- 
engaged  from  the  adjoining  parts,,  a  little  above  the 
part  where  it  had  been,  wounded  in  bleeding.  Mr. 
Default,  having  firfb  railed  the  median  nerve,  railed  the 
artery  with  his  finger  and  thumb*  and  palled  under¬ 
neath  a  crooked  needle,,  rounded  at  its  points  and 
fides,  armed  with  two  flrong  waxed-thread  ligatures.. 
Having  divided  the  ligatures  near  the  needle,  and 
separated  them,  he  made  a  burgeon's  knot  with  that 
which  was  next  the  orifice  of  the  artery,  fufficientlÿ 
tight  to  prevent  hærnorrhage  :  this  was  fecured  by 
another  {impie  knot.  The  ends  of  the  other  ligature 
were,  left  out  of  the  edges  of  the  wound,  to  afford 
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an  opportunity  of  fecuring  the  artery,  if  the  ftrft 
fhould  by  any  accident  get  loofed.  Two  other 
ligatures  were  then  palled  below  the  opening  of  the 
artery  ;  the  one  next  to  the  binding  of  the  arm  was 
le  cured,  and  the  other  left  loofe,  as  a  provifionary  li¬ 
gature  in  cafe  of  accident. 

Thefe  ligatures,  above  and  below  the  orifice,  were 
drawn  iufhciently  tight  to  prevent  hæmorrhage,  but 
ftill  there  was  a  little  difeharge  of  blood  when  the 
eompreffion  was  taken  off,  which  probably  came  from 
a  collateral  branch,  fituated  between  -the  two  liga¬ 
tures.  It  was  fecured  by  including  the  orifice  of  the 
artery  itfelf  in  a  third  ligature,  larger  than  the  other 
two. 

Mr.  Default,  after  carefully  cleaning  the  wound 
from  the  grumous  blood,  feparated  the  ligatures  that 
were  tied  from  thofe  that  were  left  as  provifionary 
ones,  and  left  them  on  the  outfide.  The  wound  was 
lightly  dreiTed  with  lint  dipped  in  colophony,  and^  o- 
ver  the  whole,  Mr.  Default  paffed  a  bandage  drawn 
moderately  tight. 

The  patient,  who  fupported  the  operation  with  he¬ 
roic  courage,  was  then  put  to  bed,  and  the  arm  repo- 
led  on  a  foft  pillow,  and  placed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  elbow  was  lower  than  the  band  and  the  fu- 
perior  part  of  the  arm.  The  part  was  covered  with  a 
warm  linen  cloth  frequently  doubled. 

The  reft  of  the  day  he  was  tolerably  eafy,  and  was 
reftlefs  only  a  little  towards  the  evening,  from  a  prick¬ 
ing  fenfation  he  felt  about  the  elbow.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  night  the  dreftings  were  flightly  tinged  with  a 
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felons  difcharge,  which  is  generally  confequent  to  o^. 
perations  of  this  nature.  To  be  perfectly  Satisfied, 
however,  Mr.  Default  changed  the  compre  fifes.  The 
next  evening  the  pulfe  was  a  little  raifed  :  he  was  at 
this  time  fubject  to  a  cough  with  retention  of  u- 
rine,  for  which  he  was  obliged  to  wear  a  hollow  bou¬ 
gie  of  the  elalfic  gum.  On  the  third  day,  the  frnell 
of  the  dreffings  indicated  an  approaching  fuppuration  ; 
at  this  time,  there  was  little  fever  :  he  ilept  part  of 
the  night.  The  next  night  he  did  not  deep  equally 
well,  from  his  cough  being  rather  troubkfome,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  flight  inchgeftion,  occasioned  from 
eating  fome  rice  cream. 

By  the  fifth  day,  fome  doffils  of  lint,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  wound,  were  detached  by  fuppuration,  which 
were  replaced  by  others.  The  upper  ligature  fell  off' 
the  next  day,  without  a  drop  of  blood  being  effufed  ; 
the  fuppuration  was  abundant  and  of  a  good  quality  ; 
and,  as  the  fweliing  of  the  fore-arm  fubfided,  be  gra¬ 
dually  regained  the  motion  of  his  hand.  The  pulik- 
tions  of  the  radial  artery,  which  were  at  firft  feeble, 
recovered  their  natural  force  :  the  patient  already  took 
folid  nourishment,  and  recovered  his  Strength  Suffici¬ 
ently  fail  to  get  up  in  eight  days  after  the  operation, 
On  the  tenth  day,  the  middle  ligature  was  cut,  as  it 
admitted  of  being  moyed  ;  but  the  lower  one  re¬ 
mained  fixed.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  bottom  of  the 
fuperior  part  of  the  wound  healed  extremely  faff, 
and  was  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  edges  of  the 
wound,  but  the  inferior  angle  had  a  very  different  ap¬ 
pearance  j  and,  when  the  fore- arm  was  paffed  from 
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below  upwards,  there  was  a  conflderable  difcharge  of 
matter.  Its  accumulation  was  prevented  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  a  doflil  of  lint,  which  kept  the  edges  of 
the  wound  feparate  from  each  other.  The  fuppura- 
tion  foon  diminifhed,  and  it  was  now  deemed  fufficient 
to  drefs  the  wound  once  inflead  of  twice  a  day  ;  and., 
to  give  greater  freedom  to  the  fore -arm,  all  compref- 
fes  were  left  off,  and  a  fimple  bandage  applied  immedi¬ 
ately  over  the  lint.  At  this  period  the  patient  was  rather 
depreflfed  in  his  fpirits,  and  experienced  fome  uneafU 
nefs  in  his  bowels.  From  the  ule  of  fome  herb  broth 
fome  bilious  evacuations  were  procured,  but  Rill  the 
digeRive  organs  were  deranged.  Two  grains  of  eme¬ 
tic  tartar,  given  in  a  conRderable  quantity  of  drink, 
produced  a  better  effedt  -,  and  a  purgative  emulfion, 
taken  two  days  afterwards,  completed  die  cure. 

A  few  days  after,  the  fuppuration  at  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  arm  entirely  eeafed,  and  the  inferior  part 
of  the  wound  began  to  cicatrize.  The  twenty-third 
day,  the  patient  went  out  of  the  houfe  for  the  RrR 
time  ;  the  motions  of  flexion  and  extenflon  of  the 
fore -arm  and  hand  were  performed  without  inconve^ 
nience.  The  difpofition  to  cicatrization  feemed,  at 
this  time,  to  diminifli,  and  the  granulations  became 
pale  and  luxuriant,  and,  to  remove  this  to  give  them 
tone,  they  were  touched  with  the  lapis  infernaljs  ;  and, 
by  the  41 R  day,  the  operation  of  the  wound  was 
perfedtly  healed. 
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Observations  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  urinary  Organs. 


Retention  of  Urine ,  produced  by  Debauchery . 


HIS  fpecies  of  retention  is  extremely  analogous 


A  to  that  produced  by  old  age,  both  afe  indepen¬ 
dent  of  any  pre-exiftent  affection  of  the  bladder,  and 
arife  only  from  languid  abtion  and  general  debility  ; 
the  attack,  the  progrefs,  and  the  fymptoms,  of  this 
difeafe  are  precifely  the  fame  as  that  which  arifes  from 
old  age,  with  this  difference  only  in  their  pre-difpo- 
fing  caufe  :  in  the  one,  the  defeat  of  irritability  arifes, 
from  old  age,  and,  in  the  other,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
incontinence.  In  the  fuff  cafe,  it  depends  on  flow  and 
natural  old  age  ;  in  the  other,  it  is  premature  and  un¬ 
natural. 

Of  the  different  excelles  which  tend  to  enervate  the 
conflitution,  there  is  none  more  prejudicial  than  the 
pleafures  of  love.  On  the  one  hand,  nothing  pro¬ 
duces  weaknefs  fo  foon  as  the  lofs  of  the  feminal  fluid  > 
and,  on  the  other,  the  fpafm,  which  accompanies  the 
emiffion,  enervates  the  iblids,  and  throws  the  body, 
in  the  flower  of  youth,  into  alf  the  infirmities  of  en¬ 
feebled  old  age.  Tiffot,  in  his  efiay  of  onanifm,  has 
given  a  detail  of  the  horrid  fymptoms  produced  by  the 
abufe  of  that  paffion.  The  bladder,  like  all  the  other 
vifcera,  becomes  lefs  irritable,  and  poffeffes  no  more 
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force  than  is  fufficient  to  expel  the  urine  :  from  this 
girifes  retention. 

We  fhall  not  repeat  here  the  diagnodic  figns  of  re¬ 
tention  which  depend  on  weaknefs  of  the  biadder:  by 
the  commemorative  fymptoms  only  we  can  didin- 
guifh  it  from  that  which  is  occafioned  by  old  age. 

The  prognodic  is  more  favourable  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding;  for,  if  the  patient  has  a  good  conftitution, 
and  not  in  the  lad  dage  of  marafmus,  this  retention 
may  be  radically  cured.  The  eladic  gum  catheter  left 
in  the  bladder  is  one  of  the  mod  powerful  means  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  cure  of  this  complaint  :  it  not  only  af¬ 
fords  an  eafy  paffage  to  the  urine,  and  excites  the  irri¬ 
tability  of  the  bladder,  by  ftimulating  its  mufcular  fi¬ 
bres,  but  its  confiant  prefence  in  the  urethra  prevents 
the  patients  from  indulging  that  depraved  paflion,. 
which  was  the  original  caufe  of  their  misfortune  ;  be- 
fides,  the  irritation  produced  by  the  catheter  is  even 
propagated  to  the  vafa  deferentia,  gives  tone  to  thefe 
canals,  the  relaxation  of  which  produced  the  frequent 
emiffions  that  took  place  on  the  flighted  exertion,  or 
effort  to  go  to  dool  :  for  this  Angle  reafon,  thefç  elaf¬ 
tic  bougies  fhould  be  had  recourfe  to,  to  cure  the  weak¬ 
nefs  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  femen,  even  if  retention 
did  not  exid. 

Medicated  bougies  have  been  employed  with  this 
intention  ;  but  they  are  fubjed  to  many  inconve- 
niences.  Fird,  the  ointment  that  is  added  is  ufelefs  ; 
for,  from  experience,  we  learn  that  the  effed  they 
produce  is  to  be  attributed  to  their  prefence  in  the 
urethra,  as  an  extraneous  body,  and  not  to  the  nature 
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of  any  medicament  entering  their  compofitien,  ex* 
cepting  thofe  of  a  cauftic  or  efcarotic  nature.  Secondly, 
thefe  bougies,  lefs  in  fize  at  the  ends  that  enter  the 
bladder,  do  not  fill  up  that  part  of  the  urethra,  where 
the  vafa  deferentia  terminate,  confequently  they  do 
not  effectually  oppofe  the  evacuation  of  the  femen. 
Thirdly,  they  cannot  be  conftandy  worn,  but  are  o- 
bliged  to  be  withdrawn  every  time  the  patient  has  oc- 
jpafion  to  make  water,  which  is  inconvenient  and  ex- 
penfive.  Fourthly,  they  are  fubject  to  break  in  the  ure¬ 
thra  ;  and,  if  not  well  fecured  to  the  penis,  are  apt  to 
Hip  into  the  bladder.  The  elaftic  bougies  are  not  lia* 
ble  to  any  of  thefe  objedtions.* 

But,  while  thefe  local  remedies  are  had  recourfe  to., 
the  weak  and  relaxed  ftate  of  the  general  fyftem  Ihould 
be  attended  to.  The  cold  bath,  mineral  waters,  bark, 
&:c.  form  the  bafis  of  this  treatment.  The  effedt  of 
thefe  medicines  fhould  be  feconded  by  the  judicious 
ufe  of  the  fix  non-naturals  ;  fuch  as  pure  air,  fuccu- 
lent  and  light  food,  tranquil  deep,  confiant  exercife  of 
the  body,  moderate  evacuations,  and  a  proper  regu- 

*  This  unfortunate  accident  happens  too  frequently.  Mr. 
Default  has  feen  many  inftances  ;  and,  for  a  cafe  of  this  nature,  he 
invented  a  pair  of  pincers  in  a  fheath,  bent  like  a  catheter,  with  a 
view  of  extracting  this  extraneous  body,  by  the  way  of  the  urethra. 
On  the  dead  he  fucceeded,  but  was  not  equally  fortunate  in  the  pa¬ 
tient  for  whom  this  infirmaient  was  exprefsly  inyented.  The  ex¬ 
treme  fenfibility  of  the  bladder  would  not  admit  of  the  necefiàry 
refearches  ;  and,  to  effeCt  the  extraction,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  hint 
in  the  fame  manner  as  for  the  Hone* 
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Japon  of  the  paffions  of  the  mind,  particularly  that 

A 

which  has  produced  the  malady  in  queffion. 


Retention  of  Urine ,  produced  by  the  Abufe  of  Diuretics • 


ripHE  immoderate  ufe  of  either  warm  or  cold  diu- 
Jl  reties  equally  tend  to  produce  this  difeafe. 
The  firft,  by  not  fufficiently  flimulating  the  fibres  of 
the  bladder,  produces  relaxation  ;  the  fécond  deftroys, 
by  ufe,  the  fenfibility  of  that  vifeus.  In  this  laft  cafe, 
the  bladder,  accuftomed  to  the  addon  of  irritating  di¬ 
uretics,  is  not  capable  of  fufficient  contraddon,  when 
the  ufe  of  other  remedies  is  relinqulffied. 

It  mull  be  allowed,  that  this  reafon  is  more  fpecu- 
lative  than  praddeal,  nor  can  we  fupport  it  by  any  one 
cafe  ;  but  Hill  it  may  be  fomething  analogous  to  the 
effedis  of  warm  liquors  on  the  flomach. 

Retendon  of  urine,  occafioned  by  the  ufe  of  diu¬ 
retics,  cannot  be  diftinguiffied  from  that  confequent 
to  debauchery  and  old  age,  but  from  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  drinking  confiderable  quantities  previous  to 
any  derangement  of  the  excretory  organs. 

The  local  treatment  fhould  be  the  fame  as  in  the 
retentions  we  have  before  treated  of  ;  and,  if  the  in- 
troduddon  of  the  hollow  bougiç  is  not  fufficient  to  re¬ 
call 
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call  the  fenfibility  of  the  bladder  and  excite  its  con- 
tradbion,  we  fhould  haye  recourfe  to  the  cold  bath; 
ice -water  thrown  on  the  abdomen,  the  perinæum,  and 
the  fuperior  parts  of  the  thighs  ;  compreftes,  dipped  in 
vinegar,  applied  to  thefe  parts  ;  dry  fridbions  on  the 
hypogaftric  region,  with  volatile  liniment,  or  tindbure 
of  cantharides. 

If  thefe  means  are  not  fufficient  to  reftore  the  con- 
tradbile  force  of  the  bladder,  a  large  blifter  fhould  be 
applied  on  the  loins  and  the  fuperior  part  of  the  os  fâ- 
crum.  As  the  objedb,  by  the  application  of  this  blif¬ 
ter,  is  only  to  ftimulate  the  fibres  of  the  bladder,  we 
do  not  wifh  it  to  fuppurate,  confequently  the  cuticle 
ought  not  to  be  raifed,  but  foft  linen  fhould  only  be 
applied  to  the  part.  In  a  few  days,  the  application 
of  the  blifter  may  be  re-applied  on  the  fame  part. 
We  have  not  had  occafion  to  employ  them  in  thefe 
cafes,  but  are  perfuaded  they  would  be  attended  with 
fuccefs. 


Of  Retention  of  Urine ^  dependant  on  Ajfetdion  of  the 

Nerves  of  the  Bladder . 

THESE  nerves  may  be  affedbed  at  their  origin,  or 
in  their  courfe.  Injuries  of  the  brain  are  rarely 
followed  with  retention  of  urine,  but  are  often  confe- 

quent 


(  213  ) 


quent  to  injuries  of  the  ipinal  marrow.  Commotion 
of  the  medullary  fubftance  from  blows  or  Ihocks  on 
the  vertebræ,  its  diftenfion  from  diflocations  or  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  fpine,  &c.  its  compreffion  by  blood.,  pus., 
or  water,  effufed  in  the  vertebral  canal,  by  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  bones  of  the  vertebras  themfelves,  and  their 
different  difeafes  ;  thefe  are  fo  many  caufes  of  this 
fpecies  of  retention.  It  may  alfo  be  produced  by  tu¬ 
mours  compreffmg  the  nerves  in  different  parts  in 
their  paffage  to  the  bladder.  The  compreffion  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  nerves  is  not  neceffary  to  produce  re¬ 
tention,  the  compreffion  of  a  few  filaments  will  weak¬ 
en  the  adion  of  that  vifcus. 

When  retention  of  urine  is  produced  by  an  affedion 
of  the  fpinal  marrow,  infenfibility  and  weaknefs  of  the 
lower  extremities  are  always  the  concomitant  fymp- 
toms.  The  patients  fuffer  little,  are  ignorant  of  their 
fituation,  and  complain  of  no  derangement  of  the  uri¬ 
nary  organs. 

The  furgeons,  aware  that  this  accident  is  extremely 
common  in  thefe  difeafes,  Hiould  inquire  if  the  courfe 
of  urine  is  interrupted,  and  fatisfy  himfelf  of  this  fad 
by  preffure  on  the  region  of  the  bladder,  or  by  paffing 
a  catheter. 

This  fpecies  of  retention,  fuppofing  no  pre-cxiflent 
difeafe  of  the  bladder,  is  purely  fymptomàtic,  and  is 
in  itfelf  of  little  moment  ;  but  the  caufe  producing 
it  is  of  the  mod  dangerous  defeription.  Affedions  of 
the  fpine,  complicated  with  injuries  of  the  Ipinal  mar¬ 
row,  are  often  mortal.  It  is  eafy  to  evacuate  the  u- 
rine  by  the  introdudion  of  the  catheter,  but  this  re¬ 
medy 
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medy  is  only  palliative,  nor  will  the  bladder  ever  rë* 

cover  its  contractile  power,  till  the  caufe  producing 

* 

the  debility  is  removed.  To  this  objeCt  the  attention 
fhould  then  be  directed  ;  and  the  treatment  ihould  be 
varied  according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 

difeafe; 

it  is  the  practice  of  Mr.  Default,  in  injuries  of  the 
Ipine,  with  affeCtions  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  to  apply 
cupping- glades  with  the  fcariiicator.  This  praClice 
has  been  attended  with  the  befb  fuccefs,  and,  though 
perhaps  too  much  extolled  by  the  ancients,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  been  neglected  by  the  moderns.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  moil  powerful  means  of  procuring  a 
revulfion  that  furgery  pofieffes.  It  is  the  practice  of 
Mr*  Default  to  apply  4  or  5  cupping-'glafFes  on  the 
part  or  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  multiply  the  fca- 
rifications  in  proportion  to  the  flrength  of  the  pa¬ 
tient.  This  operation  he  repeats  in  the  courfe  of  the' 
day,  and  continues  its  application  for  fome  follow¬ 
ing  days  ;  and,  when  the  weaknefs  of  the  patient  for4„ 
bids  the  ufe  of  the  fcarificator,  the  dry  cupping- 
glaffes  are  only  applied.  Mr.  Default,  in  curvatures 
of  the  fpine,  combined  with  caries  and  deflriiClion  of 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebræ,  prefers  the  ufe  of  moxa 
(fo  enthufiaftically  praifed  by  Mr.  Poteau)  to  the 
bliiters  and  cauftics,  recommended  by  Mr.  Pott,  in 

his  publication  on  that  fubjeCt, 
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Retention  of  Urine  from  Biflenfion  of  the  Fibres  of  the 

Bladder, 

'  '  */ 

THIS  fpecies  of  retention  may  be  termed  fecon- 
dary,  as  it  is  always-  preceded  and  produced 
by  a  retention  arifing  from  a  different  caufe  ;  but  its 
proximate  caufe  is  merely  the  weaknefs  and  lofs  of  ir¬ 
ritability,  occafioned  by  the  too  great  diftenfion  of  its 
mufcular  fibres  :  for  this  reafon  we  often  obferve  that 
thole  perfons  are  fubject  to  this  difeafe,  who,  from 
idlenefs,  bafhfulnefs,.  or  inattention,  negledt  attend¬ 
ing  to  the  firft  de  fire  they  may  feel  to  make  water,  or, 
by  an  obftrudlion  in  the  urethra,  are  prevented  from 
completing  their  intention.  But,  even  if  this  obftruc- 
tion  is  removed,  this  vifcus,  weakened  by  the  ex¬ 
treme  dilatation  of  its  coats,  cannot  contradt  with  force 
adequate  to  procure  the  complete  evacuation  of  the 
^rine. 

The  indication  of  cure  is  fimple.  We  have  not, 
as  in  other  cafes  of  retention,  any  other  complaint  to 
encounter  ;  and,  the  urine  being  evacuated  by  the  ca¬ 
theter  left  in  the  bladder,  this  vifcus  gene  rally,  re  gains 
its  tone  and  elafticity  :  its  effedls  may  be  feconded  by 
the  ufc  of  warm  diuretics,  tonic  injections,  &c.  Be¬ 
fore  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  is  relinquished,  we  muft 
be  fatisfled  that  the  bladder  is  capable  of  emptying  it- 
ièlf  of  all  the  urine  contained  in  its  cavity  ;  for,  with¬ 
out  this  caution,  we  fhould  be  uncertain  when  it  would 

regain 


(  «6  ) 


regain  its  contractility,  an  event  that  depends  much 
on  the  age  and  temperament  of  the  patient.  With 
fome,  a  cure  is  effected  in  a  few  days  ;  in  others,  a 

i  '  '  ■  i 

few  weeks  ;  and,  in  fome,  it  takes  whole  mon  dis  be¬ 
fore  the  patient  perfectly  recovers.  Sometimes  the 
tone  of  the  bladder  is  irrevocably  loft,  and  the  patient 
muft  wear  a  bougie  the  reft  of  his  life; 


Retention  of  Urine  from  Inflammation  of  the  Bladder « 


'OST  authors,  on  difeafes  of  the  urinary  organs* 
have  aftigned  inflammation  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  as  the  caufe  of  retention,  and  inflammation 
of  its  cavity  as  the  caufe  of  incontinence.  They  are 
of  opinion,  that  the  bladder,  when  fenftble  and  in- 
named,  inftead  of  being  weakened,  pofteftes  more 
contractile  force  than  ufual.  But,  even  if  we  were 
not  fatisfied,  by  obfervation,  that  this  idea  is  errone¬ 
ous,  from  the  occurrence  of  cafes,  where  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  affign  any  other  caufe  than  inflammation  of 
that  vifcus  ;  even  if  this,  Mr.  Default  obferves,  dkU 
not  convince  us,  analogy  (hews  its  abfurdity. 

An  inflamed  mufcle  is  not  fufceptible  of  contrac¬ 
tion  j  and,  if  forced  into  abtion,  its  motions  are  weak 

and 
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&nd  enfeebled.  Mr.  Default  remarks,  that,  in  difieo 
tions,  inflamed  inteflines  are  generally  found  diflended, 
inflead  of  being  contradled  on  themfelves. 

Plethoric  habits  and  thole  of  a  bilious  temperament 
are  peculiarly  fubjedt  to  this  fpecies  of  retention  ;  it  is 
often  produced  by  drinking  fpirituous  liquors,  the  a- 
bufe  of  warm  diuretics,  the  internal  exhibition  or  ex¬ 
ternal  application  of  cantharides,  &c» 

This  fpecies  of  retention  appears  fuddenly,  and  is 
known  by  the  following  fymptoms  :  a  frequent  de  fire 
to  make  water,  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the  blad¬ 
der,  which  is  propagated  to  the  regions  of  the  kid¬ 
neys,  affedting  the  whole  courfe  of  the  urethra,  as 
far  as  the  extremity  of  the  glans  :  this  pain  is  confide- 
rably  augmented  by  the  efforts  neceffary  for  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  urine.  The  pulfe  is  hard  and  frequently 
accompanied  with  other  fymptoms  of  fever  ;  the  pain 
is  confide rably  aggravated  from  preflure  on  the  hypo- 
gaflric  region.  The  catheter,  in  thefe  cafes,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  eafiiy  introduced,  but  exquifite  pain  generally 
arifes  from  the  contadl  of  this  infiniment  with  the  coats 
of  the  bladder.  The  urine  is  red  and  indicative  of 
inflammation  ;  and  the  fymptoms,  attendant  on  other 
fpecies  of  retention,  in  thefe  cafes  are  not  be  re¬ 
marked. 

Thefe  cafes  require  immediate  afliftance.  It  is 
neceffary  to  evacuate  the  urine,  whofe  prefence 
is  a  confiant  exciting  caufe  of  irritation.  The 
introdudlion  of  the  infiniment  requires  fome  aci- 
drefs,  particularly  to  avoid  touching  the  coats  of 
the  bladder,  which  at  this  rime  are  exquifltely 

fenfible. 
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fenfïble.  After  the  urine  is  evacuated*  a  mucilaginous 
injedlion  of  the  decodtion  of  linfeed  or  marlhmallow 
root  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  bladder  :  this  injection 
fhould  be  retained  fome  minutes,  and  then  only  part 
fuffered  to  efcape,  that  the  remainder  may  foften 
the  fharpnefs  of  the  urine.  The  catheter,  after  fome 
time,  fhould  be  withdrawn,  and  re-introduced  every 
three  or  four  hours,  throwing  in  each  time  a  foften- 
ing  injection. 

Inflammations  of  the  bladder  may  alfo  be  treated  by 
remedies  powerfully  antiphlogifcic,  fuch  as  repeated 
bleedings,  application  of  leeches  to  the  perinæum, 
baths,  cl  y  Hers,  emollient  fomentations  to  the  abdo¬ 
men  3  cold  diuretics,  as  emulfions,  ptifans  of  linfeed, 
whey,  with  firup  of  violets,  veal  and  chicken 
broth,  &c.  Eut,  if  notwithflanding  thefe  methods, 
the  inflammation  increafes,  and  fhould  extend  to  the 
other  vifcera,  and  be  accompanied  with  hiccups  and 
vomiting,  the  patient’s  life  is  in  imminent  danger  3  and, 
if  this  difeafe  fhould  continue  beyond  fix  days,  death 
is  inevitable.. 


Cap- 
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Cafe  of  an  Operation  for  an  occult  Cancer  >  combined  with 
a  fchirrous  Gland  in  the  Axilla . 

[By  Mr-.  Caseyave,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

MARY  Jodan,  a  native  of  Fribourg,  in  Swit¬ 
zerland*  forty- eight  years  of  age,  of  a  pie» 
thoric  temperament  and  weak  conditution,  received  a 
blow  on  the  right  bread,  which  occadoned  a  (light 
fchirrous  affection  of  the  part.  Her  menfes  were  fup- 
prefftd  feme  time  afterwards,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  fix 
months,  the  tumour  occupied  the  whole  bread.  She 
was,  at  this  time,  afflicted  with  condant  and  acute  pain, 
which  fhe  compared  to  the  pricking  of  a  needle. 
The  axillary  glands  dwelled  Confiderably,  and  became 
extremely  painful  :  at  this  time,  the  1 6  th  of  January, 
die  was  admitted  into  the  Hôtel  Diem  As  this  pa¬ 
tient  complained  of  a  bitter  tade  in  her  mouth,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  furred  tongue,  die  was  ordered  to 
live  on  veal  broth  for  fome  days,  and  a  gentle  emetic 
was  prelcribed.  After  a  few  days  had  intervened,  two 
purgatives  were  ordered,  which  procured  a  copious 
evacuation. 

The  operation  was  performed,  in  the  amphitheatre, 
on  the  28  th  of  July.  The  bread  was  differed  off, 
and  the  veffels  fecured  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the 
cafe  deferibed  page  86,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
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incifion  was  begun  from  the  hollow  of  the  axilla. 
The  furgeon  held  one  of  the  fides  of  the  external  an¬ 
gle  of  the  wound  with  the  index-finger  and  the 
thumb  of  the  left  hand  j  and,  whilft  the  other  angle 
was  raifed  by  an  affiftant,  lie  differed  cautioufly  the 
integuments  of  the  axilla,  till  he  expofed  the  fchirrous 
gland,  which  was  about  the  fize  of  a  nut*  He  de¬ 
tached,  partly  with  his  finger  and  partly  by  diffeCtioft, 
the  cellular  fubftance  that  furrounded  this  gland,  to  ex- 
pofe  it  more  clearly  to  view.  It  was  fituated  on  the 
axillary  artery,  and  attached  to  it  only  by  a  fhort  pedi¬ 
cle,  at  the  centre  of  which  the  pulfation  of  the  artery 
could  be  difiinctly  felt.  A  ligature  was  paffed  round 
the  bafe  of  this  pedicle,  previous  to  the  extirpation 
of  the  gland  ;  without  this  precaution,  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  check  any  haemorrhage  that  might 
have  occurred  ;  for,  if  the  veffels,  diftributed  to  thefe 
glands,  had  been  divided  near  their  origin,  they  might 
have  retraced  on  a  level  with  the  tumour  of  the  ax¬ 
illary  artery  ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  could  not  poflibly 
be  fe  cured. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  treatment  of  this  cafe,  no  cir- 
cumflance  worth  mentioning  occurred.  An  iffue  was 
made  in  the  left  arm  fometime  after  the  wound  was^ 
cicatrized.  She  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital  per¬ 
fectly  cured,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1789,  fifty-two 
days  after  the  operation. 

This  woman  returned  to  the  hofpital,  fix  months 
afterwards,  to  have  fome  fungofities,  that  had 
grown  round  her  iffue,  attended  to  :  they  were  de- 
ftroyed  with  the  lapis  infernalis.  From  the  timç  of 

her 
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her  difcharge  fhe  had  enjoyed  a  moft  perfect  date  of 
health. 


Cafe  of  a  f  r  ungulate  d  Hernia,  reduced  without  an 

Operation. 


[By  Mr.  Boulet,  Surgeon  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu.] 

*  •  »  •  '  ■ 

PETER  Marlet,  an  old  man,  66  years  of  age, 

but  of  a  good  conftitution,  had  been  afflicted 
from  his  infancy  with  an  omental  hernia,  which  palled 
out  of  the  right  abdominal  ring,  and  defcended  into 
the  fcrotum.  It  had  not  been  reduced  for  20  years. 
Ele  wore  an  ill-conftru£ted  trufs,  which  was  originally 
made  for  him,  and  the  fpring  of  which  had  been 
broke  for  many  years.. 

He  went  through  his  ufual  occupations  without 
the  lead:  attending  to  his  complaint.  But,  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1790,  towards  noon,  in  attempting 
to  lift  a  heavy  burthen  from  the  ground,  he  fuddenly 
heard  a  noife,  as  if  fomet  ing  broke  in  his  belly, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fort  of  rumbling  noife  in 
the  bowels.  He  felt  inltandy  an  acute  pain  about  the 
abdominal  ring  ;  and,  placing  his  hand  on  the  part,  he 
found  the  fize  of  his  hernia  had  increafed  one- 

Q  3  third* 
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third.  Symptoms  of  naufea  came  on  immediately* 
and  were  fucceeded  by  bilious  vomitings,  which  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  night,  and  were  more  frequent 
towards  the  morning.  The  matter  difcharged  by 
the  mouth  was  of  a  blackifh  colour,  and  fmelt 
ftrongly  of  fœces  ;  independant  of  this,  he  was  af- 
fiicled  with  confiant  hiccups.  His  neighbours, 
frightened  at  thefe  fymptoms,  had  him  conveyed  to 
the  Hôtel  Dieu  at  5  o’clock  in  the  morning, 

The  belly  was  tenfe  and  painful,  a  large  tumour  on 
the  outfide  of  the  fpermatic  cord,  extended  from 
the  abdominal  ring  into  the  fcrotum,  the  ffein  of 
which  was  tenfe,  inflamed,  fmooth,  and  fhining> 

There  v/ere  two  circumftances  worthy  of  remark 
in  this  tumour:  inferiorly,  it  was  unequal,  denoting  the 
prefence  of  omentum  ;  and,  fuperiorly,  for  the  fpace 
of  3  or  4  inches,  it  was  fmooth  and  equal,  and,  on 
preflhre,  flatus  could  be  diflinélly  felt.  From  thefe 
circumilances  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  defcent  of  the 
intefline.  On  this  portion  of  the  tumour  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  his  bandage  with  all  the  force  he  was  capable  ; 
but,  fortunately,  he  was  put  in  the  warm  bath  the  mo* 
ment  of  his  admifîicn.  He  could  fupport  it  only  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and  certainly  derived  little 
advantage  from  its  ufe. 

The  difpofition  to  vomit  fubfided  fame  time  after, 
Mr.  Default  here  remarks,  that  he  had  not  drunk 
any  thing  for  a  confiderable  time.  He  was  put  to 
bed,  and  laid  in  a  horizontal  pofcure  3  the  head  a  little 
railed,  and  the  thighs  (lightly  bent  on  the  pelvis,  and 
a  pillar  introduced  between  the  hams.  An  enema 

was 
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was  adminiftered,  which  brought  away  a  confiderabte 
quantity  of  hard  fœces  from  the  large  inteflines.  A 
large  poultice  was  applied  over  the  whole  furface  of 
the  tumour,  and  a  decodtion  of  dog’s  tooth,  fweetened 
v/ith  firup  of  lemon,  was  ordered  as  a  drink  :  from  his 
difpofition  to  vomit,  he  was  directed  to  take  a 
ipoonful  at  a  time.  The  naufea  during  the  morning 
in  fome  degree  ceafed,  but  the  hiccups,  continued  in 
their  full  frequency  and  force  the  whole  morning.  In 
the  evening  vifit,  the  tumour  was  found  lefs  tenfe  and 
painful  ;  there  was  little  naufea,  and  the  hiccups, 
which  for  24  hours  had  accompanied  every  expiration, 
içft  now  an  interval  of  a  minute  between  each. 

The  warm  bath,  the  enema,  and  the  cataplafm, 
were  again  employed,  and  renewed  the  next  day  in  the 
morning.  The  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  now  difap- 
peared,  and  the  tumour  was  fufflciently  foft  in  the 
evening  to  admit  of  reduction  by  a  flight  degree  of 
preflure.  An  enema,  that  was  adminiflered  in  the 
evening,  brought  away  much  bilious  matter  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  meat  half  digefled,  that  he  had  eaten  a  little  be¬ 
fore  the  accident. 

The  omental  part  of  the  hernia  had  diminifhed  a 
little  in  flze,  but  there  was  ftill  a  iulnefs  about  the 
inteftine  that  prevented  its  return  in  the  abdomen. 
Poultices,  continued  for  many  days,  foftened  it  gradu¬ 
ally,  and  by  degrees  the  redudtion  was  effe&ed.  The 
patient,  who  till  now  had  no  evacuations  but  thofe 
produced  by  enemas,  had  a  natural  copious  evacuation 
the  following  night.  The  abdominal  ring  was  confl- 
derably  dilated,  and  the  flighted:  motion  produced  a 
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re-protruficn  of  the  omentum,  the  return  of  which 
was  rendered  rather  difficult,  by  a  violent  cough  which 
he  had  at  this  period.  The  hernia  was  at  length  kept 
up  by  the  cbfervance  of  a  horizontal  poilure  :  gradu¬ 
ated  and  thick  comprends  kept  on  with  die  fpica  ban¬ 
dage,  until  a  convenient  elaftic  one  fhould  be  made. 
The  cough  foon  went  off,  and  the  man  was  difcharged 
the  hofpkal  twelve  days  after  his  admiffion. 


Cafes  cf  oblique  FraBures  cf  the  inferior  Extremity  of  the 
Thigh,  with  Separation  of  the  Condyles. 


CASE  I. 

CLAUDE  Lagrange,  a  carrier,  31  years  of  age, 
received  a  kick  from  a  horfe  on  the  internal 
condyle  of  the  left  femur.  On  the  3d  of  Auguft, 
3790,  the  pain  he  experienced  compelled  him  to  fit 
down  on  fome  ftraw  that  happened  to  be  near  him. 
He  reached  home,  leaping  on  his  right  foot  ;  but  this 
addon  aggravated  his  pain  ;  for,  at  each  ftep  that  he 
made,  the  thigh  bent  at  the  inferior  part  alternately 
before  and  behind.  He  was  brought  to  the  Hôtel 
Dieu  a  few  hours  after  the  accident, 
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The  thigh,  on  examination,  was  found  bent  and 
confiderably  fhortened  -,  there  was  little  fwelling  at 
the  knee,  although  there  was  contufion  with  ecchy- 
mofis.  On  viewing  it  tranfverfely,  it  had  a  ftretched 
appearance,  and  was  more  flattened  from  before 
backward  than  the  knee  of  the  oppofite  fide.  The 
patella  did  not  project  fo  much  as  in  its  natural  ftate  ; 
and,  when  preiTed,  funk  between  the  condyles  ;  and, 
on  approaching  the  condyles,  by  prefling  them 
againft  each  other,  it  was  railed.  The  condyles  ad¬ 
mitted  of  motion  on  each  other  when  prefled  by  the 
hand,  could  be  feparated  or  moved  in  every  direction 
with  the  greateft  eafe,  and  were  accompanied  with 
crepitus. 

t 

Thefe  circumflances  evidently  proved  that  there 
was  a  longitudinal  fracture  of  the  condyles.  The 
body  of  the  femur  was  alfo  fractured  fuperiorly,  de¬ 
fending  in  an  oblique  direction  from  above,  five  in¬ 
ches  above  the  external  to  within  two  inches  of  the 
internal  condyle  ;  a  fa<5t  of  the  truth  of  which  the 
furgeon  was  fatisfied  by  palling  his  finger  along  the 
femur. 

The  mufcles  of  the  thigh,  from  their  ftrong  con¬ 
traction,  had  drawn  upwards  that  portion  of  the  femur 
connected  with  the  external  condyle,  and  carried 
inferiorly  the  fuperior  fragment  of  the  bone  -,  the 
pointed  edge  of  which  had  made  a  wound  in  the  inte¬ 
guments,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  on  the  infide  of 
the  thigh,  a  little  above  the  condyle. 

The  patient  was  undreffed  and  put  carefully  to  bed, 
(made  of  ftraw,)  with  a  hard  mattrefs  underneath. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Default  obferves,  that  it  was  formerly  the  cuflom 
in  the  Hôtel  Dieu  to  ule  feather  as  well  as  ftra\y 
beds  i  but,  from  the  inconveniences,  ariüng  from  their 
Jieat3  and  their  yielding  unequally  in  cafes  of  fracture* 
their  ufe  is  now  difc  on  tinned  3  and  hard  mattreffes  fob- 
ilituted  in  their  room.  The  d  re  flings  having  been 
previoufly  difpofed  on  the  bed,  the  furgeon  proceeded 
to  examine  the  wound  ;  and3  after  difengaging  a  piece 
of  fplintered  bone,  he  proceeded  to  reduce  the  fractures 
in  the  following  manner. 

The  counter-extenfion  was  made  by  fixing  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  the  head  of  the  bed  by  proper  bandages  ;  anda 
whilfl  one  affiliant  fupported  him  under  the  axilla,  a 
fécond  kept  up  an  exte'nfion,  by  laying  hold  of  the 
foot  with  one  hand  and  the  heel  with  the  other,  whilft 
other  affiflants  fupported  the  pelvis  and  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  limb,  to  prevent  the  parts  being  ffiaken, 
A  little  inconvenience  was  experienced  from  the  con¬ 
traction  of  die  mufcles  during  the  extenfion,  and  the 
bones  were  brought  in  a  ftate  of  apportion  without 
any  difficulty. 

The  parts  were  maintained  in  their  fituation  by  two 

circular  compreffesj  and  by  a  bandage,  fimilar  to  diat 

« 

of  Scultetus  and  the  inequalities  of  the  limb  filled 

UP 

*  Mr.  Default  has  fublHtuted  this  bandage  inffead  of  the  one 
with  eighteen  tails,  and  with  ibme  advantage  in  fra  ft  ares  of  the 
lower  extremity.  This  bandage  is  formed  of  an  indeterminate 
number  of  diltinft  bands,  three  inches  in  width,  and  of  length 
Ibfficient  to  pafs  twice  round  the  limb.  It  fhould  be  applied  from 
below  upwards,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  one  fold  fhould  be  covered 

two* 
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up  with  coarfe  linen,  and  the  whole  fupported  by  two 
ftrohg  fplints  unequal  in  their  length  and  about  three 
inches  in  width,  and  the  whole  covered  with  drap 
fanon. 

The  dreffmgs,  as  before  obferved,  being  difpofed 
on  the  bed,  were  placed  on  the  limb  ;  they  were  wet 
with  the  aq.  veg.  and  applied  in  the  following  manner  : 
whilft  the  extenlion  was  kept  up  by  affiliants,  the  two 
circular  comprtffes  were  made  to  crofs  each  other 
forwards,  one  on  the  knee  and  the  other  on  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  bandage  was  then  applied 
from  the  fuperior  part  of  the  leg  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh  :  the  fides  were  then  filled  up  as 
before  with  foft  linen.  The  fplints  were  then  applied, 
one  on  the  infide,  and  the  other  externally,  in  fuch  a  ~ 
manner,  that  the  preffure  ffiould  be  equal  at  all  points. 
The  edges  of  the  drap  fanon  were  then  brought  o- 
ver  the  limb,  and  properly  fecured  by  means  of  tapes  ; 
care  was  taken  to  tighten  them  fufficiently  near  the 
fradtured  parts,  and  to  tie  the  knots  on  the  outfide  of 
the  fplints,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  preffure. 
The  fplints  defcended  fufficiently  low  to  be  on  a  level 
with  the  foie  of  the  foot,  but  the  oufide  Iplint  was 
confide rably  longer  and  reached  as  high  as  the  chrif- 
ta  of  the  ilium,  whilft  the  internal  one  extended  on¬ 
ly  to  the  fuperior  part  of  the  thigh.  The  upper  end 

two-thirds  in  its  width  by  the  fucceeding  one,  forming  a  kind  of 
roller,  which  is  applied  exactly  to  the  part,  covering  it  throughout 
its  whole  extent.  The  degree  of  comprelfion  can  be  varied  at  will, 
£nd  can  be  tightened  or  loofened,  like  the  eighteenvtail  bandage, 
without  moving  the  fracture. 

of 
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of  the  outfide  fplint  was  tied  with  a  napkin  Found 
the  pelvis,  and  properly  fecured  by  pins..  In  this 
manner  the  fragments  of  the  bone  were  retain¬ 
ed  ;  but,  in  a  fradlure  fo  complicated  and  oblique, 
little  hope  was  entertained  that  it  could  poffibly  refill 
the  effedt  of  mufcular  contradliom 

In  the  Hôtel  Dieu,  means  have  been  fuccefsfuljy 
employed,  for  thefe  tnree  laft  years  pall,  to  counter¬ 
act  the  effedl  of  the  contradlion. of  mufcles  in  cafes  of 
fradlure.  Mr.  Default  here  fpeaks  of  permanent  ex- 
tenfion  ;  a  method  reprobated  by  the  generality  of 
pradlitioners,  as  fubjedt  to-  inconveniences,  which  Mr. 
Default  remarks  he  has  never  obferved  in  the  very 
confiderable  numbers  of  patients  fubmitted  to  tine,  trial. 

The  patient  was  already  fo  fixed  to  the  head  of  the 
bed,  by  proper  bandages  round  the  body  and  under 
the  axilla,  that  the  trunk  could  not  defcend.  The 
indication  then  left  was  to  prevent  the  thigh  bending 
on  the  pelvis  ;  which  was  eafily  effedted,.  by  placing 
thick  comprelfes  behind  the  thigh,  and  palling,  above 
the  maleoli,  the  middle  of  a  bandage,  the  ends  of 
which  were  crofted  on  the  back  of  the  foot,,  then 
tied  at  the  foie,  and  fixed  to  the  foot- board  of  the 
bed. 

This  extenfion,  ib  far  from  producing  inconvenience 
to  the  patient,  afforded  him  inftant  eafe.  He  was  fa¬ 
tigued  from  the  jolting  he  experienced  in  his  way  to 
the  hofpkal,  but  was  free  from  fever  :  no  medicine 
but  a  diluting  ptifan  was  ordered,  and  he  was  left  to 
enjoy  his  reft,  which*  he  flood  much  in  need  of.  The 
next  day,  his  fymptoms,  in  every  particular,  were 

remarkably 
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remarkably  mild  ;  it  was  only  neceffary  to  regulate 
his  diet,  and  to  keep  the  parts  moift  with  the  aq.  veg. 
The  day  after,  the  fame  plan  was  obferved  ;  but,  on 
the  4th  day,  the  loofenefs  of  the  bandage,  from  the 
diminution  of  the  fwelling,  rendered  its  re -application 
neceffary.  Suppuration  began  to  take  place  in  the 
wound  :  it  was  dreffed  in  the  fame  way  as  on  the  firft 
day,  and  the  dreffmgs  were  re-applied  with  the  fame 
p  recautions. 

The  wound  was  dreffed  every  two  days  till  the  fix- 
teenth,  when  it  was  cicatrized.  After,  the  dreffmgs 
were  not  renewed  but  when  they  were  loofe.  The 
parts  were  kept  conftantly  moift  with  the  aq.  veg.  and 
care  was  taken  that  the  bandages,  which  procured  the 
cxtenfion,  were  kept  always  tight. 

The  bandages,  &c.  were  not  totally  left  off  till  the 
feveftty- fifth  day,  though  the  callus  was  fufficiently 
firm  fometime  before  that  period  :  all  the  fragments 
were  united  without  deformity,  and  the  thigh,  within 
a  few  lines,  was  as  long  as  the  one  on  the  oppofite 
fide  ;  but  the  foft  parts,  round  the  articulation,  were 
confiderably  thickened,  and  the  patella  feemed  to 
form  one  piece  with  the  femur. 

Notwithftandine;  this,  the  motion  of  the  limb  was 
foon  reftored,  by  bending  and  extending  alternately 
the  leg  or  the  thigh,  by  means  of  a  culhion,  which, 
one  day,  was  placed  under  the  ham,  and,  the  next  day, 
under  the  leg  ;  and  by  moving  the  patella,  by  means 
of  the  fingers,  in  every  poffible  direction.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  foon  capable  of  exercifing  it  himfelf,  and 
was  able  to  walk  with  the  affiftance  of  crutches.  The 

ftiffnefs 


? 
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îtifFnefs  t>F  the  joint  foon  fubfided,  and,  in  three 
weeks,  he  was  capable  of  bending,  at  a  right  angle* 
the  leg  on  the  thigh.  Fie  was  difcharged  from  the 
hofpital  at  this  time,  with  a  certain  aiïurance  of  foon 
recovering*  by  means  of  exercife,  the  perfed  ufe  of 
his  joint. 


Cafe  of  a  fractured  J high. 

[By  Mr.  Lanzerez*  Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Diem] 

DRIGNAUD,  a  woman,  83  years  old,  fell  dowri 
•  ftairs  on  the  27th  of  Odober,  1790,  and 
fradured  the  lower  part  of  her  right  thigh,  in  a  fimilar 
diredion  to  the  preceding  fradure.  Thofe,  who  went 
to  her  afliftance,  fupported  the  middle  of  the  thigh 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  lower  part  was  bent  by  the 
■weight  of  the  leg. 

This  unfortunate  woman  was  thus  brought  to  her 
room,  and  placed  croffways  on  a  bed,  the  edge  of 
which  correfponded  to  the  fradured  part.  In  this 
fittiation  fhe  remained  more  than  an  hour,  and  then 
was  brought  from  her  lodging,  which  was  on  the  third 
(lory,  (with  as  little  precaution  as  they  had  fupported 

her 
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hcr  before,')  and  put  in  a  hackney-coach,  and  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Hôtel  Dieu. 

She  experienced  the  mod:  exquifite  pain  :  there  was 
a  confiderable  dwelling  of  the  thigh,  which  was  ihorter 
by  4  inches  :  the  end  of  the  lower  fragment  of  the 
bone  formed  a  projection  at  the  internal  and  lower  part 
of  the  thigh,  and,  above  the  upper  fragment  of  the  bone, 
there  was  a  hollownefs  obferved,  which  defcended  for¬ 
wards  as  low  as  the  articulation.  The  lower  part  of 
the  thigh  was  didorted  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
external  condyle  was  pufhed  backwards*  and  the  pa¬ 
tella  as  well  as  the  extremity  was  turned  outwards.  The 
condyles  admitted  of  motion  in  contrary  directions,  and 
were  accompanied  with  crepitus,  as  in  the  lad  cafe. 

The  mode  of  reduction  was  the  fame  as  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  cafe,  excepting  that  it  was  neceffary  to  turn  the 
knee  and  the  point  of  the  foot  inwards.  The  manner 
of  retention  was  precifely  the  lame,  and  the  pain  foon 
fubfided  after  the  application  of  the  drelfings.  As 
this  woman,  in  confequence  of  her  age,  and  a  pre¬ 
vious  indifpofition,  was  weak  and  infirm,  the  obfer- 
vance  of  a  dried  diet  was  deemed  unnecelfary.  To¬ 
wards  the  evening  the  pain  in  her  thigh  had  ceafed 
entirely,  but  at  night  (lie  was  much  inconvenienced 
by  the  bandage  that  was  pa  fie  d  round  her  bread,  in 
confequence  of  a  cough  and  adhma  with  which  fhe 
had  been  afflicted  many  years.  This  means  of  extern 
fion,  for  this  reafon,  was  relinquifhed,  and  another 
was  employed  that  did  not  bear  the  lead  on  the  bread. 
It  was  effected  by  the  ufe  of  a  long  indexible  iplint, 
extending  from  the  chrifta,  of  the  ilium  to  4  inches 

below 
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below  the  foie  of  the  foot.  This  fplint  was  notched 
at  one  of  its  ends,  and  pierced,  at  one  inch  from  this 
notch,  with  a  tranfverfe  hole.  The  oppodte  end  of 
the  fplint  was  placed  in  the  dnplicature  of  the  ban-^ 
dage  that  was  paffed  round  the  pelvis,  in  the  fame 
manner  and  in  the  fame  place  where  the  outfide 
fplint  was  firft  fituated.  It  was  removed,  and  the 
one  in  queftion  applied  in  its  Head. 

The  bandage  that  had  been  paffed  round  the  trunk 
was  retained  in  its  pofition  by  two  bands,  which  paffed 
under  the  thighs  and  before  the  groins,  over  thick 
comprelfes  ;  and  the  band,  on  the  fide  that  was 
not  injured,  was  pinned  to  the  inferior  part  of  the 
bandage  that  was  paffed  round  the  trunk,  and  the  o- 
ther  fe cured  by  a  knot,  fixed  on  that  end  of  the  fplint 
engaged  in  the  fame  bandage. 

The  dreffings  applied  on  the  limb  were  precifely 
the  lame  as  were  employed  the  day  before,  when  it 
was  neceffary  to  tighten  the  tapes  that  retained  the 
dreffings.  Indead  of  fixing  the  band  that  furrounded 
the  foot  to  the  bed-pods,  the  end,  that  was  on  the 
outfide,  was  paffed  through  the  hole  in  the  fplint,  and 
the  other  placed  in  the  notch,  and  fecured  by  a  knot. 
After  they  had  been  drawn  diffidently  tight  by  this 
plan,  the  fame  extenfion  was  kept  up,  without  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  thorax. 

The  patient  fupported  this  extenfion  extremely 
well,  and  without  differing  the  lead  inconvenience, 
nor  was  there  a  neceffity  to  remove  the  dredings  till 
the  4th  day,  when  the  bandage  became  loofe  from  the 
diminution  of  the  fwelling. 


Until 
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